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There are two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The 
other is as though everything is a miracle.
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Preface

This book represents an expanded and updated edition of Occasionalism 
Revisited, originally published by Kalam Research and Media in 2017. This new 
edition is structured into three distinct sections: “Occasionalism in Islamic 
Intellectual History,” “Occasionalism in Modern European Philosophy,” and, 
notably, a new section on “Occasionalism in Contemporary Philosophy.”

This addition addresses a gap in the first edition, which included only 
a single paper on current philosophical discourse—specifically, “Divine 
Compositionalism as Occasionalism.” In this revised edition, the aforemen-
tioned paper has been thoughtfully relocated to the third section and retitled 

“Physical Occasionalism is Divine Compositionalism,” reflecting its enhanced 
analytical depth. 

Additionally, we have included two significant new chapters: Alvin 
Plantinga’s “Law, Cause, and Occasionalism,” previously published but reprint-
ed here within this new context, and “Occasionalism in a Contemporary 
Context” by Douglas Kutach and Özgür Koca. 

All chapters in this book except the one authored by Plantinga are origi-
nal contributions, many of which were initially presented at the conference 

“Occasionalism East and West,” which I had the pleasure of organizing at 
Harvard University in May 2013. This edition aims to further illuminate the 
vibrant and evolving discourse on occasionalism, bridging past insights with 
contemporary philosophical inquiry.

Finally, this book is also designed to guide scholars who may want to out-
line courses on occasionalism. For this reason, a list of selected readings on 
occasionalism in English is added as an appendix. Both considerable primary 
and secondary sources can be found within it. A timeline for occasionalism is 
included as well, which covers all significant dates relevant to occasionalism.
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cause (muḥdith), 27
cause and effect, 40, 46, 55, 64, 75, 128, 130, 140, 

207, 211, 243, 246, 306, 308-311, 314
cause of everything (ʿilliya, sababiyya), 75
Cavendish, Margaret (1623–1673)

comparison with Cordemoy, 179, 180
on motion of bodies, 188-193
occasion, use of the term, 191, 191n2, 192n2
views on Hobbes, 190n2

cease to exist (mā yahtamil al-fanā ‘), 25
chain of causes, 43
choices (ikhtiyār), 21, 33
Christians, 161, 218, 299
collection of theophanies (tajallīyāt), 75
Collier, Arthur (1680–1732), 8
coming into being (ḥudūth), 25, 28
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On logical demonstration, 99, 105, 106, 108
Principle of causality, 99, 120
Reason-belief dichotomy, 87, 96

Matter (matiere), 145
Māturīdites, 2, 4, 24n3, 35-37, 123n7, 139

See also al-Māturīdī
Maimonides, Moses (1135–1204)

Aquinas’s references, 163
Biel’s references, 159-161, 167 
Cartesians’ link with, 163
Kalām account of causality, 147, 151, 154
Latin translation, 154, 159, 165
Malebranche’s references, 166, 169

metaphysics, 163
on regularities in nature, 152n1
Scotus’s references to, 157
time atomism, 145, 146
view of modality, 153

Majesty (celal), 125
Malebranche, Nicolas (1638–1715)

Berkeley on, 255
Cartesian reference, 166, 168-169
concept of God, 139, 142, 144
as Descartes’s follower, 141, 175-176
modality view, 141, 169
occasionalism arguments, 206-211
on Islamic occasionalism, 166, 168 
on mind-body interaction, 177n3
proper occasionalist, 241
replies to Suárez, 206, 216, 221
on secondary causation, 177
scholastic terms, 140 
selection argument, 230, 231, 233, 235
theory of intentionality, 227
thoroughgoing occasionalism, 139, 175

manifestation (tajallī), 64, 68-69, 75, 80
material cause, 41
Meditations (Descartes), 145, 167, 196-198
Metaphysics

Al-Hudhayl’s, 21-22
Al-Ashʿarī’s, 22-23, 114
Al-Māturīdī’s, 4, 17, 19, 23, 25, 31
Cartesian, 6-7
Descartes’s, 6-7
Ibn ʿArabī’s, 76-77, 82
Ibn Khaldūn’s, 105
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