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Preface

This book represents an expanded and updated edition of Occasionalism
Revisited, originally published by Kalam Research and Media in 2017. This new
edition is structured into three distinct sections: “Occasionalism in Islamic
Intellectual History,” “Occasionalism in Modern European Philosophy,” and,
notably, a new section on “Occasionalism in Contemporary Philosophy.”

This addition addresses a gap in the first edition, which included only

a single paper on current philosophical discourse—specifically, “Divine
Compositionalism as Occasionalism.” In this revised edition, the aforemen-
tioned paper has been thoughtfully relocated to the third section and retitled
“Physical Occasionalism is Divine Compositionalism,” reflecting its enhanced

analytical depth.

Additionally, we have included two significant new chapters: Alvin
Plantinga’s “Law, Cause, and Occasionalism,” previously published but reprint-
ed here within this new context, and “Occasionalism in a Contemporary
Context” by Douglas Kutach and Ozgiir Koca.

All chapters in this book except the one authored by Plantinga are origi-

nal contributions, many of which were initially presented at the conference
“Occasionalism East and West,” which I had the pleasure of organizing at
Harvard University in May 2013. This edition aims to further illuminate the
vibrant and evolving discourse on occasionalism, bridging past insights with
contemporary philosophical inquiry.

Finally, this book is also designed to guide scholars who may want to out-
line courses on occasionalism. For this reason, a list of selected readings on
occasionalism in English is added as an appendix. Both considerable primary
and secondary sources can be found within it. A timeline for occasionalism is
included as well, which covers all significant dates relevant to occasionalism.

ix
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