
AS
IP

T 
Se

rie
s i

n 
Is

la
m

ic
 P

hi
lo

so
ph

y 
an

d 
Th

eo
lo

gy
 - 

2

Edited by
Nazif Muhtaroğlu 

OCCASIONALISM REVISITED
New Essays from the Islamic and Western Traditions

Second Edition



OCCASIONALISM REVISITED

New Essays from the Islamic and Western Traditions



Islamic Philosophy and Theology Series

The ASIPT Series in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, published by Lockwood 
Press, is seeking submissions of manuscripts that explore the vibrant 

contributions and applications of Islamic philosophy and theology from early 
to contemporary periods of Islamic intellectual history. We aim to develop a 

shared interdisciplinary publishing space for both academic and confessional 
approaches in order to publish significant monographs and translations 
that meet rigorous academic standards. We aim to dissolve unnecessary 
tensions and divisions between the academic and confessional study of 
Islamic philosophy and theology and promote greater collaboration and 

communication.

Editor in Chief
Aaron Spevack

Advisory Board
Macksood Aftab    Muhammad Hozien

Editorial Board
Talal Ahdab, Zaytuna College

Asad Q. Ahmed, University of California, Berkeley
Safaruk Chowdhury, Whitethread Institute

Khaled El-Rouayheb, Harvard University
Carl Sharif El-Tobgui, Brandeis University

Najah Nadi, DPhil (Oxon)
Jawad Qureshi, Zaytuna College
Omar Qureshi, Yaqeen Institute
Haroon Sidat, Cardiff University

Himmet Taskomur, Harvard University

See last page for volumes in the series



OCCASIONALISM REVISITED
New Essays from the Islamic and Western Traditions

Edited by

Nazif Muhtaroğlu

Second Edition

LOCKWOOD PRESS

Columbus, GA • 2025



American Society of Islamic Philosophy and Theology 

Islamic Philosophy and Theology Series, volume 2

Copyright © 2025, American Society of Islamic Theology and Philosophy, inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechan-
ical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief 
quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by 
copyright law.

First printing, 2025

ISBN: 978-1-957454-75-7

Online: https://asipt.org

This work is copyrighted by it’s authors and/or publishers American Society of Islamic Philosophy 
and Theology (ASIPT)

This publication was made possible through the support of Grant 62642 from the John Templeton 
Foundation. The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the John Templeton Foundation.

Published by Lockwood Press on behalf of the 
American Society of Islamic Philosophy and Theology

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Muhtaroglu, Nazif, editor.  
Title: Occasionalism revisited : new essays from the Islamic and Western traditions / edited by 

Nazif Muhtaroǧlu.  
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There are two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The 
other is as though everything is a miracle.

Albert Einstein
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Preface

This book represents an expanded and updated edition of Occasionalism 
Revisited, originally published by Kalam Research and Media in 2017. This new 
edition is structured into three distinct sections: “Occasionalism in Islamic 
Intellectual History,” “Occasionalism in Modern European Philosophy,” and, 
notably, a new section on “Occasionalism in Contemporary Philosophy.”

This addition addresses a gap in the first edition, which included only 
a single paper on current philosophical discourse—specifically, “Divine 
Compositionalism as Occasionalism.” In this revised edition, the aforemen-
tioned paper has been thoughtfully relocated to the third section and retitled 

“Physical Occasionalism is Divine Compositionalism,” reflecting its enhanced 
analytical depth. 

Additionally, we have included two significant new chapters: Alvin 
Plantinga’s “Law, Cause, and Occasionalism,” previously published but reprint-
ed here within this new context, and “Occasionalism in a Contemporary 
Context” by Douglas Kutach and Özgür Koca. 

All chapters in this book except the one authored by Plantinga are origi-
nal contributions, many of which were initially presented at the conference 

“Occasionalism East and West,” which I had the pleasure of organizing at 
Harvard University in May 2013. This edition aims to further illuminate the 
vibrant and evolving discourse on occasionalism, bridging past insights with 
contemporary philosophical inquiry.

Finally, this book is also designed to guide scholars who may want to out-
line courses on occasionalism. For this reason, a list of selected readings on 
occasionalism in English is added as an appendix. Both considerable primary 
and secondary sources can be found within it. A timeline for occasionalism is 
included as well, which covers all significant dates relevant to occasionalism.
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