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The Logic of al-Fanārī consists of a study and annotated translation 
of al-Fawāʾid al-fanāriyya, al-Fanārī’s famous commentary on Athīr 
al-Dīn al-Abharī’s Īsāghūjī (Isagoge). It also includes a full “plain-English”  
re-presentation of al-Fanārī’s commentary enhanced by the 
inclusion of helpful explanations drawn from various glosses on 
the Fawāʾid. One justification for translating, annotating, and 
interpretively presenting a text such as this is that it gives the 
Anglophone student and scholar of Arabic Islamicate logic access 
to a terse and dense commentary that played a central role in the 
Ottoman curriculum in the past and continues to be used in those 
institutions and circles where the Ottoman curriculum is still 
studied. For the reader whose Arabic language skills are strong 
enough to comprehend the general meaning of the Arabic, but 
whose knowledge of the subject matter and particular method of 
commentarial writing is not strong enough to rely solely on Arabic-
language glosses, the translation, annotation, and explanatory re-
presentation will provide deeper immersion in the commentary 
tradition’s unique style and method.
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Classification: LCC BC71 .K2025 32  (print) | LCC BC71  (ebook) | DDC --07./181dc23/
eng/20250407 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025000790
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025000791

Printed in the United States of America



v

Contents

Acknowledgments   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   xxv

The Life and Works of Mullā al-Fanārī  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    1
Biographical Sketch of al-Fanārī’s Life and Career  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   4
Early Education: Home and Amasya   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   4
The Move to Cairo   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   6
Back to Bursa, Then to Konya and Karaman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7
Back to Bursa, Again   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   7
The Pilgrimage to Mecca, a Visit to Cairo, and a Stop in Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . .  8
Appointment to Chief of the Judiciary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9
A Pilgrimage of Gratitude and the Final Return   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   9
Al-Fanārī’s Writings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
How to Use This Book   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15

TRANSLATION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   17

Commentary on the Īsāghūjī   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   17

Author’s Introduction    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   19
The Unifying Principle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Why Offer the Definitions from Subject and Goal?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21
Definition of Logic Based on the Essential and Accidental Unifying Principles  .  . 23
The Chapters of Logic   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

The Points of Departure for Conceptions    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  26
Why Investigate Expressions and Significations First? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Significations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

Definition and components of signification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Verbal and nonverbal signification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Division of coined verbal signification into concordance, containment,  

and necessary implication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Clarification: In some cases, containment and/or necessary implication is  

not possible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
 Three objections to the definitions of the modes of signification . . . . . . . . . 33



The Logic of al-Fanārīvi

 The first objection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Two responses to the first objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

The second objection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Response to the second objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37

The third objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38
Response to the third objection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Categorization of Expressions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41
Simple and composite expressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Simple expressions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41
Composite expressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Objection to the ordering of definitions for simple and composite  

expressions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Universals and Particulars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Definition of the universal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
The benefit of the qualification by “mere conception” in the definition . . . . . 46
The qualification by “essential meaning” in the definition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Definition of the particular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47
Objection to the definition of the particular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Simple Universal Expressions Are Either Essential or Accidental . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Definition of the essential  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Is species an essential universal? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Definition of the accidental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Objection to the usage of the term “essential” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

Classification of Essential Universals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Definition of the genus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Analysis of the definition of the genus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55
Exclusions from the definition of the genus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

 The status of ‘being said of something’ in the definition of the genus  . . . . . . 56
Objection to the definition of the genus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56
Response #1: Definitional usage of universal, more general than genus . . . . . . 57
Response #2: Accidental specified usage of universal, more specific than 

unconditioned genus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Definition of the species . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
Exclusions from the definition of the species  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58
Objection to the definition of the species   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59



viiContents

Definition of the differentia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Division of the differentia into close and distant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Exclusions from the definition of the differentia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

Classification of Accidental Universals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Inseparable and separable accidents   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61
Definition of the special accident  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62
Exclusions from the definition of the special accident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Definition of the general accident  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Exclusions from the definition of the general accident  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62

Regarding the Aims of Conceptions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63
Why is it called a “saying”? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Why is it called “explanatory”?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

Description of the Definiens   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65
Exclusions from the description of the definiens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Objection to the description of the definiens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

Classification of the Definiens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67
Definition and classification of the definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Definition and classification of the description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Objection to the example description of “human”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Interpretation of the definition of incomplete description . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Objection to description with a general and special accident  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
The principle of the classification of definientia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

The Points of Departure for Assents: Propositions and Their Properties    .   .   .  74
Classification of Propositions According to Nexus and Extremes: Categorical  

and Hypothetical   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76
The parts of the categorical proposition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 77
The parts of the hypothetical proposition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Quality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78
Quantity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Singular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 79
Quantified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Unquantified  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

Conditional and Disjunctive Hypotheticals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Objection to the division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Singular and Quantified Propositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81



The Logic of al-Fanārīviii

Unquantified Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  81
Types of Conditional Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 82

The entailing conditional proposition (luzūmiyya)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 82
The coincidental conditional proposition (ittifāqiyya)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83
Objection to the claim of coincidence and response   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83
The perpetual proposition is more general than the necessary proposition   .  . 84

Types of Disjunctive Propositions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84
Division of disjunctive propositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84
The criterion of the categorization (wajh al-ḥaṣr)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 84
Examples of tripartite strict disjunctive hypothetical propositions . . . . . . . . 86
Examples of strict disjunctive hypothetical propositions with more than 
 three parts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
Clarification of the numerical examples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 87
Totally exhaustive and mutually exclusive propositions with more than two 

parts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 87
Objections and Responses   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88

First objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88
Al-Fanārī’s response   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88
Second objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88
Al-Fanārī’s response   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 89
Tripartite mutually exclusive and totally exhaustive propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 89

Contradiction of Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90
Definition of contradiction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90
Excluded by “propositions”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90
Excluded by “in affirmation or negation” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
Examples of contradiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93
Eight conditions for realization of contradiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93
Contradiction of quantified propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 95
Objection regarding the ‘unity of subject’ and response . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

Conversion of Propositions (al-ʿaks)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96
Two apologetic interpretations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

Rules of Conversion with Regard to Quantified Propositions  
(Universality and Particularity) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Affirmative universal converts to affirmative particular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Affirmative particular converts to affirmative particular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100
Negative universal converts to negative universal   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100
Negative particular does not validly convert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  102
Contradictory conversion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  102
Objection to the omission of contradictory conversion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103



ixContents

The Aims of Assents: The Syllogism   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   104
Genus: “composite saying” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Differentia 1: “composed of sayings,” 1st differentia from one perspective . . . 104
Qualification: “such that when they are granted” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105
Differentia 2: The condition of entailment “necessarily follows” 
 (“lazima ʿan”), 2nd differentia from another perspective   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  105
Differentia 3: “from them,” 3rd differentia from another perspective . . . . . . 105
Qualification: “in and of themselves”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  106
Qualification: “another saying”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Objection to the definition of ‘composite proposition’   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

The Two Types of Syllogisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   110
The connective syllogism   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   110
The exceptive syllogism   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   110

Definition, Key Terms, and Components of the Connective Syllogism  
(al-qiyās al-iqtirānī) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111
The premises and their figures  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   112

The Figure of the Syllogism  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  112
The first figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   112
The fourth figure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
The third figure   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   113
The second figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   113
The figures with regard to productivity (intāj) and stipulation (ishtirāṭ)   .  .  .   113
Stipulations for productivity   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   114

The Figures with Regard to Deducing the Conclusions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  114
The first figure’s productivity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   114
All syllogisms reduce to the first mood of the first figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   115
The second figure’s productivity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   115

The Moods of the First Figure, Their Examples, and Their Order  . . . . . . . . . .  116
Examples of the four moods   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   117

The Types of the Connective Syllogism (al-qiyās al-iqtirānī) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  118
The Divisions of the Exceptive Syllogism (al-qiyās al-istithnāʾī) . . . . . . . . . . .  121
Objection Regarding ‘Coextensive Entailment’ and Response . . . . . . . . . . . .  122
The Exceptive Syllogism Comprising a Disjunctive Hypothetical Proposition . .  123
The Five Arts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  124
Demonstration   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  124

The six categories of certain premises   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   125
Enumerating the six categories of absolutely certain premises (taʿdād 

al-yaqīniyyāt)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Dialectical Argument (Dialectics)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128



The Logic of al-Fanārīx

Rhetorical Argument (Rhetoric)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Poetical Argument (Poetics) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Fallacious Argument  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  128
Conclusion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129

SUMMARY AND COMMENTARY   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  131

Author’s Introduction .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 133
The Unifying Principle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Why Offer the Definitions from Subject and Goal?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   135
Definition of Logic Based on the Essential and Accidental Unifying Principles  .  136
The Chapters of Logic   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   138

The Points of Departure for Conceptions    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    140
Why Investigate Expressions and Significations First?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  140
Significations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  141

Definition and components of signification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  141
Verbal and nonverbal signification   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  142
Division of coined verbal signification into concordance, containment,  

and necessary implication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Concordance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Containment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Clarification: In some cases, containment and/or necessary implication  

is not possible   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  144
Necessary implication   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  146
Three objections to the definitions of the modes of signification . . . . . . . . 147

The First Objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  148
Two responses to the first objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

The Second Objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   151
Response to the second objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   152

The Third Objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   152
Response to the third objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .153

Categorization of Expressions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   155
Simple and composite expressions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   155
Simple expressions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   155
Composite expressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156
Objection to the ordering of definitions for simple and composite 
 expressions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .157
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  157

Universals and Particulars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158



xiContents

Definition of the universal   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  158
Prevention of application to a multitude by mere (1) conception of the
 meaning: The particular  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159
Prevention due to (2) a rational proof for oneness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159
Prevention due to (3) looking to its state in the extramental world . . . . . . . 159
The benefit of the qualification by ‘mere conception’ in the definition  

of the universal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
The qualification by ‘essential meaning’ in the definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163
Definition of the particular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165
Objection to the definition of the particular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

Simple Universal Expressions Are Either Essential or Accidental . . . . . . . . . . 168
Definition of the essential  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168
Relative particulars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  168
Real particulars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
Is species an essential universal? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
Objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   171
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171
Definition of the accidental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  172
Objection to the usage of the term “essential” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  173
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174

Classification of Essential Universals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174
Definition of the genus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  175
Analysis of the definition of genus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
Exclusions from the definition of the genus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
The status of ‘being said of something’ in the definition of the genus  . . . . .  177
Objection to the definition of the genus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   178
Response #1: Definitional usage of universal, more general than genus  .  .  .  .   179
Response #2: Accidental specified usage of universal, more specific than 

unconditioned genus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  179
Definition of the species . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180
Exclusions from the definition of the species  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   181
Objection to the definition of the species   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   182
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  182
Definition of the differentia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184
Division of the differentia into close and distant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
Exclusions from the definition of the differentia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186

Classification of Accidental Universals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187
Inseparable and separable accidents   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  187
Definition of the special accident  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  188
Exclusions from the definition of the special accident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189



The Logic of al-Fanārīxii

Definition of the general accident  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189
Exclusions from the definition of the general accident  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  189

Regarding the Aims of Conceptions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  191
Why is it called a “saying”?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   191
Why is it called “explanatory”?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   193

Definition of the Definiens   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   193
Exclusions from the description of the definiens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  193
Objection to the description of the definiens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  195
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196

Classification of the Definiens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  199
Definition and classification of the definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199
Definition and classification of the description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Objection to the example description of ‘human’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202
Interpretation of the definition of incomplete description and objection . . . 202
Objection to description with a general and a special accident  . . . . . . . . . 204
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204
The principle of the classification of definientia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  205

The Points of Departure for Assents: Propositions and Their Properties  
(Such as Contradiction and Conversion)    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   206

Classification of propositions according to nexus and extremes:  
Categorical and hypothetical  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  207

The parts of the categorical proposition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  208
The parts of the hypothetical proposition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  209
Quality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209
Quantity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210
Singular  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210
Quantified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210
Unquantified  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  211

Conditional and Disjunctive Hypotheticals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  211
Objection to the division   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   215
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216

Singular and Quantified Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  216
Unquantified Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   217
Types of Conditional Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  218

The entailing conditional proposition (luzūmiyya)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  218
The coincidental conditional proposition (ittifāqiyya)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  219
Objection to the claim of coincidence and response   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  219
The perpetual proposition is more general than the necessary proposition   .  222



xiiiContents

Types of Disjunctive Propositions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
Division of disjunctive propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  225
General and specific mutually exclusive and totally exhaustive disjunctive 

propositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
The general mutually exclusive disjunctive hypothetical is more general  

than both the specific mutually exclusive and the strict disjunctive  .  .  .  .  226
The general totally exhaustive disjunctive hypothetical is more general  

than both the specific totally exhaustive and the strict disjunctive . . . . . 228
The criterion of the categorization (wajh al-ḥaṣr)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  229
Examples of tripartite strict disjunctive hypothetical propositions . . . . . . . 236
Examples of strict disjunctive hypothetical propositions with more than  

three parts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237
Clarification of the numerical examples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  237
Totally exhaustive and mutually exclusive propositions with more than two 

parts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  238
Objections and Responses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238

First objection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  238
Al-Fanārī’s response . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239
Second objection   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  240
Al-Fanārī’s response . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240
Tripartite mutually exclusive and totally exhaustive propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  241

Contradiction of Propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  243
Definition of contradiction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  243
Excluded by “propositions”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  244
Excluded by “in affirmation or negation” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244
Examples of contradiction   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  247
Eight conditions for realization of contradiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247
Contradiction of quantified propositions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250
Objection regarding “the unity of subject” and response  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .251

Conversion of Propositions (ʿaks)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  254
Two apologetic interpretations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

Rules of Conversion with Regard to Quantified Propositions (Universality and 
Particularity)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261
Affirmative universal converts to affirmative particular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261
Affirmative particular converts to affirmative particular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  262
Negative universal converts to negative universal   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  263
Negative particular does not validly convert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

Contradictory Conversion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265
Objection to the omission of contradictory conversion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267



The Logic of al-Fanārīxiv

The Aims of Assents: The Syllogism  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  268
Genus: “composite saying” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268
Differentia 1: “composed of sayings,” 1st differentia from one perspective . . . 269
Qualification: “such that when they are granted” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270
Differentia 2: The condition of entailment “necessarily follows”  

(“lazima ʿan”), 2nd differentia from another perspective   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  270
Differentia 3: “from them,” 3rd differentia from another perspective . . . . . . 273
Qualification: “in and of themselves”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  274
Qualification: “another saying”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277
Objection to the definition of ‘composite proposition’   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278
Response to the objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278

The Two Types of Syllogisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  279
The connective syllogism   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  279
The exceptive syllogism   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  279

Definition, Key Terms, and Components of the Connective Syllogism  
(al-qiyās al-iqtirānī) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280
The premises and their figures  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  281

The Figure of the Syllogism  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282
The first figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  283
The fourth figure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283
The third figure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284
The second figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  284
The figures with regard to productivity (intāj) and stipulation (ishtirāṭ) . . . . 285
Stipulations for productivity.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  286

The Figures with Regard to Deducing the Conclusions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  287
The first figure’s productivity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  287
All syllogisms reduce to the first mood of the first figure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  290
The second figure’s productivity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  290

The Moods of the First Figure, Their Examples, and Their Order  . . . . . . . . . . 292
Examples of the four moods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293

The Types of the Connective Syllogism (al-qiyās al-iqtirānī) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295
The Divisions of the Exceptive Syllogism (al-qiyās al-istithnāʾī) . . . . . . . . . . . 299

Conditional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300
Strict disjunctive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301
Mutually exclusive: Only by affirmation   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  302
Totally exhaustive: Only by negation   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  302
The exceptive syllogism comprising an affirmative entailing conditional 

hypothetical proposition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304
Objection regarding ‘coextensive entailment’ and response  . . . . . . . . . . . 305
The exceptive syllogism comprising a disjunctive hypothetical proposition  . 310



xvContents

The Five Arts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  311
Demonstration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  312
The six categories of certain premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  313
Enumerating the six categories of absolutely certain premises  

(taʿdād al-yaqīniyyāt)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   315
Dialectical Argument (Dialectics)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318
Rhetorical Argument (Rhetoric)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318
Poetical Argument (Poetics) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 319
Fallacious Argument  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  319

Conclusion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    321
Translator’s Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  321

Bibliography   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   322

Index    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    325

Arabic Text  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   345



xvi

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

Author’s Introduction 19 133 ٢
The Unifying Principle 20 134 ٢
Why Offer the Definitions from Subject 
and Goal?

21 135 ٢

Definition of Logic Based on the Essen-
tial and Accidental Unifying Principles

23 136 ٢

The Chapters of Logic 24 138 ٢
The Points of Departure for 
Conceptions

26 140 ٣

Why Investigate Expressions and Signifi-
cations First?

26 140 ٣

Significations 26 141 ٣
Definition and components of 

significations
27 141 ٣

Verbal and nonverbal signification 28 142 ٣
Division of coined verbal signification 

into concordance, containment, 
and necessary implication

29 143 ٤

Concordance - 143 -
Containment - 143 -
Clarification: In some cases, 

containment and/or necessary 
implication is not possible

29 144 -

Necessary implication - 146 -
Three Objections to the Definitions of 

the Modes of Signification
33 147 ٤

The first objection 33 148 ٤
Two responses to the first 
objection

35 149 ٥

Comparative Table of Contents



xviiComparative Table of Contents

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

The second objection 36 151 ٥
Response to the second 
objection

37 152 ٥

The third objection 38 152 ٥
Response to the third objection 39 153 ٥

Categorization of Expressions 41 155 ٦
Simple and composite expressions 41 155 ٦
Simple expressions 41 155 ٦
Composite expressions 43 156 ٦
Objection to the ordering of 

definitions for simple and 
composite expressions

43 157 ٦

Response to the objection 44 157 ٦
Universals and Particulars 45 158 ٦

Definition of the universal 45 158 ٦
Prevention of application to a 

multitude by mere (1) conception 
of the meaning: The Particular

- 159 -

Prevention due to (2) a rational proof 
for oneness

- 159 -

Prevention due to (3) looking to its 
state in the extramental world

- 159 -

The benefit of the qualification by 
‘mere conception’ in the definition 
of the universal

46 160 ٧

The qualification by ‘essential 
meaning’ in the definition

46 163 ٧

Definition of the particular 47 165 ٧
Objection to the definition of the 

particular
48 166 ٧

Response to the objection 49 167 ٧
Simple Universal Expressions Are Either 
Essential or Accidental

50 168 ٧

Definition of the essential 50 168 ٧
Relative particulars - 168 -



The Logic of al-Fanārīxviii

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

Real particulars - 169 -
Is species an essential universal? 51 169 ٨
Objection 51 171 ٨
Response to the objection 52 171 ٨
Definition of the accidental 52 172 ٨
Objection to the usage of the term 

“essential”
53 173 ٨

Response to the objection 53 174 ٨
Classification of Essential Universals 54 174 ٩

Definition of the genus 54 175 ٩
Analysis of the definition of the genus 55 176 ٩
Exclusions from the definition of the 

genus
55 176 ٩

The status of ‘being said of something’ 
in the definition of the genus

56 177 ٩

Objection to the definition of the 
genus

56 178 ١٠

Response #1: Definitional usage of 
universal, more general than genus

57 179 ١٠

Response #2: Accidental specified 
usage of universal, more specific 
than unconditioned genus

57 179 ١٠

Definition of the species 58 180 ١٠
Exclusions from the definition of the 

species
58 181 ١٠

Objection to the definition of the 
species

59 182 ١٠

Response to the objection 59 182 ١١
Definition of the differentia 60 184 ١١
Division of the differentia into close 

and distant
60 186 ١١

Exclusions from the definition of the 
differentia

61 186 ١١

Classification of Accidental Universals 61 187 ١١
Inseparable and separable accidents 61 187 ١٢



xixComparative Table of Contents

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

Definition of the special accident 62 188 ١٢
Exclusions from the definition of the 

special accident
62 189 ١٢

Definition of the general accident 62 189 ١٢
Exclusions from the definition of the 

general accident
62 189 ١٢

Regarding the Aims of Conceptions 63 191 ١٣
Why is it called a “saying”? 63 191 ١٣
Why is it called “explanatory”? 64 193 ١٣

Definition of the Definiens 65 193 ١٣
Exclusions from the definition of the 

definiens
65 193 ١٣

Objection to the definition of the 
definiens

67 195 ١٣

Response to the objection 67 196 ١٣
Classification of the Definiens 67 199 ١٤

Definition and classification of the 
definition

68 199 ١٤

Definition and classification of the 
description

69 200 ١٤

Objection to the example description 
of ‘human’

70 202 ١٤

Response to the objection 70 202 ١٤
Interpretation of the definition of 

incomplete description
70 202 ١٥

Objection to the description with a 
general and special accident

72 204 ١٥

Response to the objection 72 204 ١٥
The principle of the classification of 

definientia
73 205 ١٥

The Points of Departure for Assents: 
Propositions and Their Properties (Such 
as Contradiction and Conversion)

74 206 ١٥

Classification of Propositions According 
to Nexus and Extremes: Categorical and 
hypothetical

76 207 ١٦



The Logic of al-Fanārīxx

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

The parts of the categorical 
proposition

77 208 ١٦

The parts of the hypothetical 
proposition

78 209 ١٦

Quality 78 209 ١٦
Quantity 78 210 ١٦

Singular 79 210 ١٦
Quantified 79 210 ١٦
Unquantified 79 211 ١٧

Conditional and Disjunctive 
Hypotheticals

79 211 ١٧

Objection to the division 80 215 ١٧
Response to the objection 80 216 ١٧

Singular and Quantified Propositions 81 216 ١٧
Unquantified Propositions 81 217 ١٧
Types of Conditional Propositions 82 218 ١٨

The entailing conditional proposition 
(luzūmiyya)

82 218 ١٨

The coincidental conditional 
proposition (ittifāqiyya)

83 219 ١٨

Objection to the claim of coincidence 
and response

83 219 ١٨

The perpetual proposition is more 
general than the necessary 
proposition

84 222 ١٨

Types of Disjunctive Propositions 84 225 ١٨
Division of disjunctive propositions 84 225 ١٨
General and specific mutually 

exclusive and totally exhaustive 
disjunctive propositions

- 225 -

The general mutually exclusive 
disjunctive hypothetical is more 
general than both the specific 
totally exhaustive and the strict 
disjunctive

- 226 -



xxiComparative Table of Contents

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

The general totally exhaustive 
disjunctive hypothetical is more 
general than both the specific 
totally exhaustive and the strict 
disjunctive

- 228 -

The criterion of the categorization 
(wajh al-ḥaṣr)

84 229 ١٩

Examples of the tripartite strict 
disjunctive hypothetical 
propositions

86 236 ١٩

Examples of the strict disjunctive 
hypothetical propositions with 
more than three parts

87 237 ١٩

Clarification of the numerical 
examples

87 237 ١٩

Totally exhaustive and mutually 
exclusive propositions with more 
than two parts

87 238 ١٩

Objections and Responses 88 238 ٢٠
First objection 88 238 ٢٠
Al-Fanārī’s response 88 239 ٢٠
Second objection 88 240 ٢٠
Al-Fanārī’s response 89 240 ٢٠
Tripartite mutually exclusive and 

totally exhaustive propositions
89 241 ٢٠

Contradiction of Propositions 90 243 ٢٠
Definition of contradiction 90 243 ٢١
Excluded by “propositions” 90 244 ٢١
Excluded by “in affirmation or 

negation”
90 244 ٢١

Examples of contradiction 93 247 ٢١
Eight conditions for realization of 

contradiction
93 247 ٢١

Contradiction of quantified 
propositions

95 250 ٢٢



The Logic of al-Fanārīxxii

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

Objection regarding the ‘unity of 
subject’ and response

96 251 ٢٢

Conversion of Propositions (al-ʿaks) 96 254 ٢٢
Two apologetic interpretations 98 257 ٢٢

Rules of Conversion with Regard to 
Quantified Propositions (Universality 
and Particularity)

99 261 ٢٣

Affirmative universal converts to 
affirmative particular

99 261 ٢٣

Affirmative particular converts to 
affirmative particular

100 262 ٢٣

Negative universal converts to 
negative universal

100 263 ٢٣

Negative particular does not validly 
convert

102 265 ٢٣

Contradictory conversion 102 265 ٢٤
Objection to the omission of 

contradictory conversion
102 266 ٢٤

Response to the objection 103 267 ٢٤
The Aims of Assents: The Syllogism 104 268 ٢٤

Genus: “composite saying” 104 268 ٢٤
Differentia 1: “composed of sayings,” 

1st differentia from one perspective
104 269 ٢٤

Qualification: “such that when they 
are granted”

105 270 ٢٤

Differentia 2: The condition of 
entailment “necessarily follows” 
(“lazima ʿan”), 2nd differentia from 
another perspective

105 270 ٢٥

Differentia 3: “from them” 3rd 
differentia from another 
perspective

105 273 ٢٥

Qualification: “in and of themselves” 106 274 ٢٥
Qualification: “another saying” 107 277 ٢٥
Objection to the definition of 

‘composite proposition’
109 278 ٢٥



xxiiiComparative Table of Contents

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

Response to the objection 109 278 ٢٥
The Two Types of Syllogisms 110 279 ٢٦

The connective syllogism 110 279 ٢٦
The exceptive syllogism 110 279 ٢٦

Definition, Key Terms, and Components 
of the Connective Syllogism (al-qiyās 
al-iqtirānī)

111 280 ٢٦

The premises and their figures 112 281 ٢٦
The Figure of the Syllogism 112 282 ٢٦

The first figure 112 283 ٢٦
The fourth figure 113 283 ٢٧
The third figure 113 284 ٢٧
The second figure 113 284 ٢٧
The figures with regard to productivity 

(intāj) and stipulation (ishtirāṭ)
113 285 ٢٧

Stipulations for productivity 114 286 ٢٧
The Figures with Regard to Deducing the 
Conclusions

114 287 ٢٨

The first figure’s productivity 114 287 ٢٨
All syllogisms reduce to the first mood 

of the first figure
115 290 ٢٨

The second figure’s productivity 115 290 ٢٨
The Moods of the First Figure, Their 
Examples, and Their Order

116 292 ٢٨

Examples of the four moods 117 293 ٢٩
The Types of the Connective Syllogism 
(al-qiyās al-iqtirānī)

118 295 ٢٩

The Divisions of the Exceptive Syllogism 
(al-qiyās al-istithnāʾī)

121 299 ٣٠

Conditional - 300 -
Strict disjunctive - 301 -
Mutually exclusive: Only by 

affirmation
- 302 -

Totally exclusive: Only by negation - 302 -



The Logic of al-Fanārīxxiv

Section Header Translation Summary Arabic

The Exceptive Syllogism Comprising an 
Affirmative Entailing Conditional Hypo-
thetical Proposition

122 304 ٣٠

Objection Regarding ‘Coextensive Entail-
ment’ and Response

122 305 ٣٠

The Exceptive Syllogism Comprising a 
Disjunctive Hypothetical Proposition

123 310 ٣١

The Five Arts 124 311 ٣١
Demonstration 124 312 ٣١

The six categories of certain premises 125 313 ٣١
Enumerating the six categories of 

absolutely certain premises (taʿdād 
al-yaqīniyyāt)

126 316 ٣١

Dialectical Argument (Dialectics) 128 318 ٣٢
Rhetorical Argument (Rhetoric) 128 318 ٣٢
Poetical Argument (Poetics) 128 319 ٣٢
Fallacious Argument 128 319 ٣٢
Conclusion 129 321 ٣٢



325

Index

al-Abharī, Athīr al-Dīn, 1, 11, 13, 20, 35, 
44n71, 133, 139, 140, 151, 321

absurd/absurdity(ies), 32nn.27–8, 46n.79, 
49–50, 167–8, 198, 245, 251, 278

contradiction(s), 101–2, 263–4
redundancy(ies), 46n.79, 163, 170

accidental, 26, 45n.73, 50–2, 60–2, 66n.24, 
66n.26, 69–72, 140, 158, 168, 170–3, 177–9, 
187–90, 193–5, 201–5

accident(s)
general, 26, 36, 55–6, 58–9, 61–2, 72–3, 

87, 140, 149, 177, 181–2, 187–90, 201, 
204–5, 237

individuating, 58, 180
inseparable, 61–2, 65n.18, 66n.24, 69, 

187–90, 201, 203, 221, 224
separable, 61–2, 187–90
special, 26, 35–6, 56n.131, 70n.41, 71–3, 

87, 140, 149, 181–2, 184–5, 187–90, 
202–5, 237

acquisition(al), 65, 67n.28, 193–9
actually, 62, 94n.153, 104n.4, 110–11, 152, 160, 

173, 188–9, 200, 269, 278n.11, 280
ādāb al-baḥth wa-l-munāẓara (dialectics), 

13, 33n.31, 80n.95. See also dialectics
ʿadamī (nonexistential), 44n.69. See also 

nonexistential
affirmation, 64, 78, 85n.109, 90–1, 93–4, 

144, 160n.7, 209, 211, 214, 217, 221, 223, 
228–9, 241–2, 254–6

and/or negation, 75n.69, 76, 81, 82n.98, 
86, 90, 92–5, 97–8, 114–15, 142, 207, 
230, 235, 244–7, 249–50, 252, 254, 261, 
286–7, 290, 304–5

of antecedent, 121, 227, 300–3
applied to one thing, 249–50
of consequent, 108n.24, 121, 227, 300–3
of existence, 76, 78n.8, 78n.82
of mutual exclusion/exclusivity, 

86n.114, 86n.118, 235

nobility of, 294–5
of total exhaustivity, 86n.114, 86n.118, 

233, 235, 238
universal, 95, 99
as waḍʿ, 108n.24, 122, 305

affirmative(ness) (ithbāt), 30n.19, 114, 
116–18

afrād, 50, 56n.132, 80n.93, 118n.67, 252, 294. 
See also instances

aim(s), 13, 15, 20, 21n.13, 37n.44, 70, 72, 
81, 105n.9, 124, 129n.112, 134–9, 204, 272, 
318–19

ʿaks (converse), 24n.27, 82n.98, 96, 254–5. 
See also converse; conversion

mustawī, 102, 266
al-naqīḍ, 102, 106n.16, 109, 265
al-tartīb, 115n.52, 288

Aleppo, 6
allotments, individuated (ḥiṣaṣ), 50
Amasya, 4–7
Amīr Sulṭān, 3
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65n.19, 125, 143–55, 194, 313. See also 
luzūm

ʿinād, 84, 230. See also disunion
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al-nawʿ (of the species), 55n.119, 
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39nn.54–5, 65n.21, 154, 194. See also 
implicate; luzūm

bayyin bi-l-maʿnā al-akhaṣṣ, 30nn.22–3
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al-mabādī wa-l-maṭālib (premises and 

conclusions), 127, 316
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qaḍiyya (proposition), 91n.139, 244
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al-jamʿ bi-sharṭ lā shayʾ, 227–8

al-khulū (totally exhaustive disjunc-
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al-khulū bi-sharṭ shayʾ, 229
al-khulū faqaṭ, 84–5, 225, 231
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maʿqūlan (conceptualized), 104n.2
maʿrifa (knowledge), 52

taṣawwuriyya (conceptual) vs. 
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indivisible (basāʾiṭ), 29–30, 144
propositional, 85, 232–3
subjective, 56, 178, 198

mawḍūʿ (subject), 22n.19, 24, 45n.73, 
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Mubārakshāh al-Manṭiqī, 3
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al-rāfiʿa (negating), 108n.24
gharība or ajnabiyya (extrinsic), 106, 

274
al-wāḍiʿa (affirming), 108n.24
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proposition(s)

takrār al- (repeated), 126
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khāṣṣat al- (special accident of), 
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92n.145, 92n.147, 93n.150, 154, 207–10, 215, 
223, 239–40, 242, 245–6, 249–50, 252
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nisba (nexus), 39n.55, 75n.68, 78n.84, 88, 

92n.143, 154, 239, 245. See also nexus

ḥukmiyya (judgment-), 76, 94, 249
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206–7
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body, 181
thing, 46, 157, 160–1
works, 166

nonexistential, 43n.66, 44n.69, 157
non-privation, 91n.140, 245
non-privative, 90n.138, 91, 91nn.139–40, 
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contradictory, 86, 89nn.130–1, 91, 95, 
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Orhan (Sultan), 5, 7
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particles, 20n.19, 22n.19, 86, 236
conjunctive, 124n.90
disjunctive, 66n.25, 194–5
exceptive, 299
interrogative, 41, 155
negative, 53n.107, 90n.138, 91nn.139–40, 

244–5
particular(s), 20n.10, 26, 42n.63, 45–50, 52, 

53n.110, 80, 140, 142–3, 158–73, 180, 270, 
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114n.48, 116n.59, 117–18, 217, 251, 254, 
257, 261–5, 286, 292–5

negative, 79n.89, 81, 95, 102, 114n.48, 
116n.59, 117–18, 217, 251, 256, 261, 265, 
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real, 50, 51n.97, 168–9
relative, 50, 168–9

perspectives, 35, 57, 72n.56, 179
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points of view (iʿtibārāt), 35
potentiality/potentially, 22n.20, 56n.127, 

62, 94, 110n.37, 173, 188–9, 248, 279
practice, 133

as islām, 19n.3
predicate(s), 22n.20, 93, 95n.159, 96–7, 

99–101, 110n.35, 110n.38, 111–13, 167, 194, 
207, 215–16, 247–8, 254–6, 261–5, 281–9, 
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maḥmūl, 22n.19, 77, 99n.180, 208, 252
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and subject, 21n.17, 75nn.68–9, 

91nn.139–40, 92n.145, 94n.156, 
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126, 209, 214, 223–4, 246, 249, 252, 255, 
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premise(s), 105–8, 110n.38, 111–12, 114–15, 

124, 139, 270, 273, 275–304, 310–19
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126, 312–13, 315, 317
accepted, 128, 317–19
affirming, 108
certain, 14, 24, 124–7, 139, 272, 312–18
experiential, 125n.100, 126, 312, 314–16
extrinsic, 107n.18, 274–6
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hypothetical, 108, 122, 277
immediate (ḍarūriyya), 124
introspective, 125
intuitively inferred, 126, 312, 316–17
major, 49n.90, 80n.92, 106n.16, 107–8, 

110, 112–19, 128, 167, 264, 273, 276–7, 
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mass-transmitted, 125, 127, 317 (See also 
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166–8, 264, 276, 281–9, 292–4, 297–9

observational, 125–6, 312, 314–16
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self-evident, 125–6, 312, 316
sensory, 125–6, 316

supposed, 128, 319
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principle(s), unifying, 20–1, 22n.18, 23, 73, 

134–6
accidental, 21nn.14–15, 23, 134–6
essential, 21, 22n.18, 135–6

privation, 30n.19, 91n.142, 92, 157, 245
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productive, 115, 300, 302–3, 306, 310
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productivity, 113–16, 121, 285–7, 290, 293, 
299, 310

proof(s), 19, 100, 109n.27, 121n.83, 141, 198, 
216, 280

demonstrative, 24n.28, 27, 114, 
124nn.92–3, 139, 141, 313, 318 (See also 
demonstration(s))

demonstrative (dalīl burhānī), per-
suading (dalīl iqnāʿī), or indicative 
(dalīl amāra), 27

indicative, 27nn.5–6, 141
persuading, 27, 141
rational (burhān), 45, 161–2

property(ies), 22–4, 65n.19, 66n.26, 68–9, 
71, 74, 84n.104, 90, 111, 134, 136, 193–5, 201, 
206, 267

essential, 21n.14, 22nn.19–20, 23, 24n.25, 
64n.14, 65n.19, 66n.26, 67n.28, 68, 
71n.44, 134–7, 193–5, 196n.2, 199, 201, 
204, 285

extrinsic (aʿrāḍ gharība), 22n.20
proposition(s), 76, 206

categorical, 76–8, 80–2, 90, 98n.172, 
102n.97, 118, 120, 207–11, 214–15, 
217–18, 225, 244, 255–6, 260, 266–7, 
271, 279n.13, 295–6, 298–9

composite, 104n.4, 109, 110n.32, 269, 278
conditional hypothetical, 77n.74, 

77n.77, 82–3, 98n.173, 99n.177, 119–22, 
208–10, 218–22, 225, 296–304, 307
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contradictory, 243, 245, 247, 253
contrary, 243, 253–4
converse, 96n.163, 97–8, 99n.178, 

100n.182, 101n.191, 102, 104, 109–10, 
255–6, 258–65, 269, 278

converted, 96n.163, 97n.170, 98n.173, 
99–100, 101nn.187–8, 254–8, 261–5, 
269, 286, 288–9

declarative, 92n.148
disjunctive hypothetical, 77–8, 84, 

85n.107, 86, 88–9, 119–23, 207–9, 
211–13, 225, 229–30, 232, 235–42, 
271–2, 296–300

external observational, 314, 316
hypothetical, 76n.72, 78, 80, 82, 97, 

98n.172, 102n.197, 123, 207–9, 211–15, 
217–18, 237, 256, 266–7, 295–304, 307, 
310

internal observational, 314–16
material content of, 102n.193, 221, 265
modal, 90n.135, 104n.4, 269
natural, 80n.90, 80n.92, 80n.95, 215–16, 

292
necessary, 84, 124, 222
non-privative, 90n.138, 91, 244–6
particular, 81–2, 96, 99–101, 114, 117, 

118n.65, 134, 210–18, 222, 250–4, 257–8, 
260–2, 286, 293–5

perpetual, 84, 222–4
privative, 90n.138, 91, 244
of privative extremes, 91n.139, 244
quantified, 78, 79n.89, 80n.92, 81, 95–6, 

99, 116, 118, 210–11, 216, 218, 247, 250–1, 
253–4, 261, 292

self-evident (awwaliyyāt), 314–15
sense-based observational, 314 (See 

also premises, sensory)
simple, 104, 140, 269
singular, 79n.87
subalternate, subcontrary, subimpli-

cant, 243
tripartite strict disjunctive hypotheti-

cal, 86–9, 236–42
unconditioned, 90
universal, 97, 114, 210, 251–3, 257, 261–3, 

285–6

universal negative, 79n.89, 95, 114n.48, 
116n.59, 263–4, 289

unquantified, 79n.87, 81–2, 96, 211, 
217–18, 254

whose syllogisms accompany them, 
125, 127, 128n.108, 314, 317–18

qaḍiyya, pl. qaḍāyā (proposition(s)), 
112n.44. See also proposition(s)

al-basīṭa (simple), 269
maʿdūla (privative), 91, 244
al-murakkaba (composite), 269
qiyāsātuhā maʿahā (whose syllogisms 

accompany them), 125, 314–15
Qarah Khalīl, 14, 53n.108, 98n.173, 100n.182, 

104n.3, 221, 272
Qarah Khwājah, 2, 4–5, 9
qawl (saying), 63, 74, 104n.2, 191, 206, 269. 

See also saying(s)
ākhar (other), 107nn.19–20
ʿaraḍiyyan (accidental), 62

al-Qazwīnī, 1
qiyās (syllogism). See also syllogism(s)

al-burhān (syllogism), 273
al-iqtirānī (connective), 111, 118, 279–80, 

295
al-istithnāʾī (exceptive), 108n.25, 121, 

299
min jihat al-mādda (subject of material 

logic), 24n.28
min jihat al-ṣūra (aims of assents is the 

subject of formal logic), 24n.28
al-musāwāh (of equivalence), 106, 274

qualifier(s), 110n.35
quality(ies), 78, 86, 97n.169, 114, 118n.69, 

209, 214–15, 235–6, 246, 256, 285–7, 293–5
essential, 65n.17, 66n.24, 67n.28, 134, 

173, 175, 178, 188, 195, 199
psychic (al-kayfiyya al-nafsiyya), 137

quantifier(s), 79, 81, 97, 110n.35, 211, 214, 
216–17, 252–3

quantity(ies), 78–9, 114, 118n.69, 127n.104, 
209–10, 215, 266, 285–7, 293–5, 317

kammiyya, 79, 96, 253
quiddity, 42n.62, 47n.80, 48n.82, 49n.93, 

51–2, 53n.113, 53nn.109–10, 60–1, 64, 
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65n.19, 68, 113, 158, 166–73, 185–8, 192–4, 
199

dhāt as, 48n.85, 48n.87
and nobility, 285
species-, 50, 168
unconditioned, 45n.73

Qūl Aḥmad, 12–14, 198, 221, 271, 310
al-Qūnawī, Ṣadr al–Dīn, 4

rafʿ (negation), 122, 305. See also negation
rāfiʿa, 108. See also premise(s)
rasm (description), 64, 65n.18, 66–7, 69, 

176–7, 199–200. See also description(s)
taʿrīf (definition), 54n.118

ratio legis, 36n.41, 149, 272
rational conception. See conception(s)
al-Rāzī, Fakhr al-Dīn, 2, 25n.30, 30, 40, 

103n.198, 139, 141, 145, 154, 267
al-Rāzī, Quṭb al-Dīn, 1, 12, 14, 35n.39, 

44n.69, 55n.121, 56n.129, 164–5, 176–7, 182
reality, 49n.91, 75, 83, 88, 105, 167n.15, 206, 

219
realization, 37, 38n.52, 43, 223. See also 

inference, intuitive
actual extramental, 152
of contradiction, 93–4, 247, 249–52
sudden, 314

reason, 20n.10, 112n.44, 134, 149, 283. See 
also ʿilla

reasoning
circular, 63, 64n.9, 109, 109n.29, 192, 

277–8, 313
cyclical (dawr), 63–4
natural, 114, 287
reflective, 63–4, 191–2, 312

redundant, 51, 55, 174, 176, 196, 277
absurdity(ies), 46n.79, 163, 170

regress, infinite, 67, 195–6, 198
relationship, causal, 83n.102, 125n.99, 

219–20, 314
removal, 106–7, 276

mutual, 242
al-Rūmī, Qāḍīzādah, 3

ṣādiq (true [disjunct/proposition]), 86, 
120, 296, 298. See also meaning(s)

safsaṭa, 25. See also sophistry
Sājaqlīzādah, 12
salb (negation), 98. See also negation
saying(s), 46, 54–6, 58–62, 65, 68, 74nn.62–

3, 75, 105, 107, 108n.25, 110, 180, 191, 193, 
206, 269–70, 273, 277–9

composite, 63, 74, 104, 110n.33, 206, 
268–70, 274, 277

explanatory, 24, 63–4, 67, 104n.2, 191, 
193, 199, 205

non-declarative, 206–7
restrictive, 74–6, 206–7

scholars/logicians
earlier, 1, 23n.24, 60, 76n.72, 102n.194, 

136–8, 185, 248, 266–7
later, 1, 23n.24, 25, 60, 136, 139, 185, 223
verifying, 1, 94n.156

self-evident, 65nn.19–20, 67, 112, 125–6, 
196–7, 199, 283–4, 312, 314, 316

semantics, rhetorical, 2
sensation(s)

external, 125
internal, 125
objects of, 112n.42, 282

sensory
experience, 125n.99, 313–15
object, 112n.42, 282
observation, 126
premises, 125–6, 316

sentence(s), declarative and non-declar-
ative, 206

shakhṣiyya (singular), 117n.61. See also 
syllogism(s)

shakl (figure), 112, 282. See also figure(s)
al-awwal (first), 112, 283

sharika, mushārikāt (shared), 45, 54, 58, 
163. See also application

al-jinsiyya (genus); al-wujūdiyya (exis-
tence), 60

māniʿ al- (preventor of), 162
sharṭiyya (conditional/hypothetical), 

76–7, 97, 107n.22, 108n.24, 208, 295. See 
also premise(s); proposition(s)

munfaṣila (disjunctive); muttaṣila 
(proposition), 208

al-Shawqī, 14
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Shaykhūniyya Sufi lodge, 6
shuʿūr, 20n.10. See also awareness
sign (athar), 69, 200–1
signification(s), 26–9, 30n.20, 33, 35n.38, 

36–8, 41–3, 44n.69, 50n.95, 104n.3, 140–3, 
145–52, 155–7, 169

coined verbal, 29, 142–3, 155
natural, 26, 28, 77n.80, 140, 142–3
nonverbal, 28–9, 142–3
object of, 141–2
rational, 28, 142
verbal, 28, 29n.14, 142–3, 155

signifier, 27–9, 32, 35n.38, 44, 141–3, 158
signposts (nuṣab), 28, 142
simple

concept (basīṭ), 30nn.19–20, 41, 144
proposition (al-qaḍiyya al-basīṭa), 269

ṣināʿāt al-khams (five arts), 24, 124. See 
also five arts

Somuncu Baba, 3
sophistry, 24n.28, 25, 124n.94, 129, 139, 

312–13, 317, 319–20
species, 23n.20, 26, 35–6, 48, 51, 52nn.105–

6, 53–5, 56n.131, 60n.160, 61–2, 70nn.41–3, 
80n.90, 87, 137, 140, 149, 166, 169–70, 
172–84, 186–7, 189–90, 202, 237, 280

definition of, 58–9, 180–4
-quiddity, 50, 168

statement(s), 235, 249–50, 270
composite, 268
contractual, 74n.62, 206
contrary, 243
declarative, 22n.19
hypothetical, 207
probable, 312
propositional, 104n.2
truthful, 311

stipulation, 113–14, 285–7
subject(s), 51, 52n.105, 77, 79–80, 82, 

91n.142, 92–3, 96–7, 99–100, 110n.35, 
110n.38, 111–13, 114n.50, 123n.87, 194, 
208–11, 214–17, 232–3, 243, 247–8, 251–4, 
256, 280–5, 287–9

matter, 12, 20nn.9–11, 21n.14, 21n.16, 
22–4, 44n.71, 134–8, 141, 158, 210

and predicate, 75nn.68–9, 91n.140, 
94n.156, 96–7, 98n.171, 99–101, 
102n.197, 126, 207, 209, 223–4, 244–6, 
249, 252, 255, 257, 261–6, 269, 278n.11, 
281–2, 285, 316

-privative, 91n.139, 244
of proposition(s), 90, 215, 251–2, 254–7, 

280
-term, 252n.16, 257, 261–3

ṣughrā, aṣghar (minor/lesser), 102, 111–12, 
264, 281. See also premise(s)

al-ḥadd al- (term), 111n.41, 280
supposition, 27, 141–2. See also knowledge, 

probabilistic
sūr (quantifier), 79, 81, 217. See also 

quantifier(s)
ṣūra, ṣuwar (forms), 24n.28, 110n.35. See 

also conception(s); form(s)
dhihniyya (mental), 165
al-ṣuwar al-arbaʿ (four), 123, 306

survey
complete inductive, 253, 270, 272
incomplete inductive, 270, 272

suspension, 91n.142
of contradiction, 95, 101n.191

al-Suyūṭī, Jalāl al-Dīn, 3
syllogism(s), 12, 24, 25n.29, 48n.87, 49n.89, 

49n.93, 80n.92, 101n.192, 102, 103n.199, 
104–15, 116n.57, 117–18, 119n.72, 120–5, 
127–8, 136, 138–9, 141, 162, 166, 191, 205, 
266–71, 273–91, 293, 295–305, 307–19

categorical, 118n.71, 271, 279n.13, 295–6
connective, 107, 108n.23, 108n.25, 110–11, 

112n.42, 118, 119n.72, 121, 279–82, 284, 
290, 295, 299

connective-categorical, 118n.71
connective-hypothetical, 119n.72, 295
of encapsulation, 275–6
of equivalence, 106, 274, 276
exceptive, 108, 110, 115, 121–3, 277, 

279–80, 290, 299–304, 307, 310–11
forms and moods of, 139, 268, 282
hypothetical, 119n.72, 295, 297–9
natural (ṭabīʿiyya); singular 

(shakhṣiyya), 117n.61
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ṭabʿ, ṭabīʿiyya (natural), 114, 117n.61. See 
also proposition(s); reasoning

taḍammun (containment), 29, 143. See 
also containment

taḍāyuf (conceptual correlation), 82, 219. 
See also correlation(s)

tafsīr (exegesis), 21n.16, 71n.48. See also 
exegesis

al-Taftāzānī, Saʿd al-Dīn, 2, 9, 14, 66n.26, 
80n.95

taghlīb (lexical preponderation), 71, 203
taḥakkum (arbitrary/without proof), 

55, 58, 177, 182. See also arbitrary/
arbitrariness

taḥṣīl (non-privation/privative), 91, 245. 
See also non-privative; privative

amr (obtaining a matter), 64
muḥaṣṣala (non-privative), 90n.138, 

91nn.139–40, 244–5
takrār al-mushāhadāt (repeated observa-

tion), 125–6
tālī (consequent), 78, 97, 209. See also 

consequent
naqīḍ al- (contradictory opposite), 300
ʿayn al- (itself), 122

Tamerlane, 7
tamthīl (examples/analogy), 70, 268, 270, 

272. See also analogy
tanāquḍ (contradiction), 24n.27, 90, 243. 

See also contradiction
irtifāʿ al- (suspension of), 95n.159

taqsīm (division/classification), 28, 66. See 
also classification

wajh al- (basis of), 126n.100, 313
ṭaraf (pl. aṭrāf; extremes), 75–6, 100n.182, 

207. See also extreme(s)
maʿdūlat al- (privative), 244

ṭard (logical inseparability in affirmation), 
82n.98. See also affirmation

taʿrīf (definition). See also definition(s)
muṭlaq al- (defining in general), 70n.41
rasmī (descriptive), 54n.118

tasalsul (infinite regress), 67n.29. See also 
regress

tasāmuḥ (imprecise expression), 22n.18. 
See also expression(s)

taṣawwur, taṣawwuriyya (conceptual; 
assentive intelligibles), 24, 164. See also 
conception; knowledge

maʿrifa (knowledge), 20n.9
taṣdīq (pl. taṣdīqāt, taṣdīqiyya; assents, 

assentive), 24, 65, 74, 164. See also 
assent(s)

maʿrifa (knowledge), 20n.9
Ṭāshkubrīzādah, 4–5, 7, 9
term(s). See also ḥadd (pl. ḥudūd)

coined, 144–5
derived, 36, 142, 149–51
intermediate, 125, 127, 317
major, 110n.35, 111–12, 127n.107, 280–1, 

283
middle, 110n.35, 111–13, 114n.50, 127n.107, 

281–4, 286–7, 291
minor, 110n.35, 111n.41, 112, 113n.45, 

280–1, 283
simple, 63, 64n.10, 90, 92, 203, 244–6
technical, 142–3, 172, 178, 244–5, 282

thought, reflective ( fikr), 127, 316–17
token, 66, 195
transference, 37–8, 64, 151–2
truth [value], 240, 256, 258–9, 264

ʿudūl, 90n.138, 91. See also privative
umūr (matters). See also matters

iʿtibāriyya (subjective), 56, 178
tartīb (ordering), 63–4, 63n.8, 64n.9

unity, of judgment-nexus, 94, 94n.157, 
249–50, 252

universal, 24–6, 35, 45–6, 48n.82, 49n.93, 
50n.97, 56n.131, 57–8, 59n.157, 61–2, 
138–41, 149, 151, 158–72, 176, 178–81, 
184–90, 198, 270

affirmative/affirmation, 79n.89, 81, 95, 
99, 100n.185, 116n.59, 117–18, 217, 251, 
253, 257, 261–2, 265, 285–6, 289, 291–4

essential, 56, 58, 140, 168–71, 174–5, 177, 
179, 182, 187, 190

negative, 79n.89, 81, 95, 100–1, 114n.48, 
116n.59, 117–18, 217, 251, 253–4, 256, 
261, 263–4, 286, 289, 292–5
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universality, 99, 114, 116n.60, 117, 118n.69, 
210, 215, 250–1, 257–8, 260–1, 286, 294. 
See also proposition(s)

ʿuqūd (hand signals), 28. See also hand 
signals

usage, figurative, 172
uṣūl al-fiqh (principles of jurisprudence), 

2, 20n.11, 268
utterance. See expression(s); saying(s)

Veli, Haji Bayram, 3
verbal expression. See expression(s)

waḍʿ, waḍʿiyya (affirmation; assign-
ment; positing), 122, 142, 305. See also 
affirmation

al-dalāla al-lafẓiyya al- (coined verbal 
signification), 29

al-dāll bi-l- (coined signifying [expres-
sion]), 36, 150

waḍʿan (applied context), 78
wāḍiʿa (premise, affirming), 108. See also 

premise(s)
waḥdat al-nisba al-ḥukmiyya (unity of 

judgment-nexus), 94, 249. See also 
judgment

wahmiyya (falsely imagined), 129, 319
wajh al-ḥaṣr (criterion of categorization/

division), 84, 229
wajh al-taqsīm (basis of division), 

126n.100, 313
wāqiʿ, 75, 78. See also reality
wasaṭ (intermediate) term, 125. See also 

term(s)
wijdāniyyāt (introspective premises/prop-

ositions), 125, 315–16. See also premise(s); 
proposition(s)

wujūdī/wujūdiyyun (existence, existen-
tial), 43, 44n.69. See also existential

al-mushārikāt al- (share in), 60

yaqīn/yaqīniyyāt (certain [premises]), 24, 
124, 126, 311–12, 315. See also knowledge; 
premise(s)

Yenişehir, 4

ẓann (supposition/probablistic), 27, 311. 
See also knowledge; supposition

ẓarfiyya (encapsulation), 106, 275. See also 
encapsulation




