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In Arabic-Islamic culture, generosity is held 
in the very highest regard and descriptions of 
charity, hospitality and largesse are consequently 
an important component of Arabic literature. 
The Egyptian judge and man of letters, Ibn Abī 
al-‘Īd al-Sakhāwī al-Mālikī, who lived in Cairo 
and Medina in the ninth/fifteenth century and 

who practiced charity his whole life, compiled a work titled the 
H. ilyat al-Kuramā’, literally “The Ornament of the Magnanimous.” 
A significant example of a flourishing genre devoted to generosity, 
and a testament to the intense cultural and literary activity of the 
author’s time, the H. ilyat al-Kuramā’ includes aphorisms, poems, 
and anecdotes about benevolent individuals whose generosity is 
exemplified by the gifts and money they lavished on others and by 
the many ways they provided aid to the needy. The lively examples of 
the liberality exhibited by everyone, from rulers to ordinary people, 
are intended to urge others to similar acts of generosity, charity, and 
assistance. On Generosity comprises an introductory study on the 
work and its author, the first reliable and critical edition of the Arabic 
text, an annotated English translation, and glossaries designed to 
make the text more accessible to nonspecialists.
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Series Editors’ Preface

In over a hundred twenty-five articles, monographs, edited collections, editions, and 
translations, in Italian, French, and English, in her countless presentations at universities 
and conferences the world over, and through her forward-looking editorship of Quaderni 
di Studi Arabi, Professor Antonella Ghersetti has been at the forefront of the study of me-
dieval Arabic literature. Her consideration of physiognomy (firāsa) when thinking about 
adab in all its significations is but one example of her pioneering scholarship. Indeed, she 
has broadened and deepened our understanding of adab, both as a concept and as a cor-
pus. She explored the concept of adab with great finesse in her study, La letteratura d’adab 
(Rome, Istituto per l’Oriente C. A. Nallino, 2021), and, together with Mirella Cassarino, 
Letizia Osti, and Samuela Pagani, displayed the richness of the adab corpus, in the mag-
isterial and magnificently curated collection of translated selections, Antologia della let-
teratura araba. Dalle origini al XVIII secolo (Rome: Carocci, 2024). 

We are honored, therefore—and delighted—that she has chosen to publish in our se-
ries her meticulous edition and translation of Ibn Abī l-ʿĪd’s Ḥilyat al-kuramāʾ, an anthol-
ogy devoted to the subject of generosity. Al-Saḫāwī describes his colleague Ibn Abī l-ʿĪd 
as an accomplished scholar and a person of integrity, modesty, generosity, and warmth; 
there could be no better description of our own friend and colleague, Antonella Ghersetti.

Joseph E. Lowry
Devin J. Stewart
Shawkat M. Toorawa
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I refer to manuscripts consulted or referred to in two ways: the letter of the Latin alpha-
bet refers to the introduction; the letter of the Arabic alphabet refers to the Arabic edi-
tion and to the comparative charts in the introduction.

A / ز  Algiers, Bibliothèque nationale d’Algérie, MS 1880 
C1 / ت ١  Cairo, Dār al-Kutub, MS Adab Taymūr 927 
C2 / ٢ت  Cairo, Dār al-Kutub, MS Adab Taymūr 175 
C3 / أ  Cairo, Maktabat al-Azhar, MS Abāẓa 7034 
D Bibliothèque Dahdah, MS 260
G / غ Gotha, Forschungs- und Landesbibliothek, MS Möll. 943  
L / ل  Liège, Université de Liège, Bibliothèque ALPHA, MS 5300 
Pa / ب Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France, MS ar. 3576 
Pr1 / ج  Princeton, University Library, MS Garrett 157 H 
Pr2 / ي Princeton, University Library, MS Yahuda 847 
T Tamegroute, Dār al-Kutub al-Nāṣiriyya, MS 874 
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