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settings”

ix



X FroM NEw HAVEN TO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

documents can be a boon to the historian and I am grateful for the effort that went
into them.

I see this project as more of a sequence of overheard conversations than a
sweeping historical study. It is, furthermore, not intended to take a view of the
university as a whole, for which I am not qualified, but offers, so to speak, a limited
perspective on a teeming urban life seen from but one apartment window or expe-
rienced by traversing one or two side streets.

For the half century immediately preceding the time of writing, memory, with
all its attendant gaps, reinterpretations, and fictionalizations, plays a key role, so
long as the key archival resources are closed to research, or, with the onset of the
age of electronics, may not even exist a few years hence. To remember some things,
we perforce forget others, so I sometimes present what I cannot check or confirm.
Over the years, I sought to get beyond the striking lack of interest in institutional
memory characteristic of Yale, as well as the ever-expanding blanket of confiden-
tiality and secrecy of modern institutions in general, by drawing on recollections
of others willing to share them. I owe much, therefore, to reminiscences, responses
to queries, and specific information and documents provided to me by department
faculty and staff past and present, including John Darnell, Maureen Draicchio,
Ayala Dvoretzkyt, Jonas Elbousty, Karen Polinger Foster, Eckart Frahm, Bassam
Frangieh, Shiri Goren, Beatrice Gruendler, Dimitri Gutas, William W. Hallo+, Ulla
Kasten, Bentley Layton, Miguel Perez-Cabello, Marvin Popet, Franz Rosenthal,
William Kelly Simpson+, Mark Smith, and Robert Wilson. For those who are de-
ceased, I have often wished I had asked them for more; to those still living, my
thanks for your patience and good will. You bear no responsibility for the outcome.
T. E. Lawrence once wrote that the “prejudices of historians are generally the rich-
est part of their narratives” Whether or not that is true, I have made no effort to
conceal my own and do not apologize for them.

I am under special obligation to Charles Long and Lloyd Suttle for their advice,
perspective, and information on administrative matters based on their profound
knowledge of Yale University management, remaining, of course, fully within the
parameters of the discretion any university has the right to expect of her key ad-
ministrators. They have borne with my numerous inquiries graciously and have
been most generous and informative in their responses to the extent their pro-
fessional responsibilities have allowed. I thank Joseph Gordon, Howard LamarT,
Richard Levin, Linda Lorimer, John Meeske, Ellen Ryerson, and Barbara Shailor
for help, correction, and information on various past matters, as well as Tamar
Gendler for granting me an interview on more recent events. Penelope Laurans
generously shared with me her research on the complex history of Yale’s foreign
language requirement and bracing comment on other matters. Frank Griffel, Mar-
cia Inhorn, and Kishwar Rizvi provided me with information and perspectives on
the development of programs in the modern Middle East under the auspices of the
Yale Council on Middle Eastern Studies, in which I was only tangentially involved.
For memories of staff work in the Babylonian Collection half a century ago, I thank
Sandra Walker Perko and Martha Rennie. Nelleke Van Deusen-Scholl kindly gave
me access to historical files in the Yale Center for Language Study.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS XI

I have enjoyed the assistance of other informants on administrative matters
in particular who prefer to remain anonymous. Since recollections may overlap,
contradict each other, or be inaccurate, nothing in this book should be attributed to
any member of the Yale community, past or present, unless that person is specifi-
cally acknowledged as a source. It is a pleasure to say, in the context of a university
society, that very few people ignored my inquiries or declined to provide comment
or information.

My work on the careers and lives of department graduates was greatly assisted
by an employee of the previous century who gave me free access to the Alumni and
Development Office files for department alumni prior to 1955, archived at 149 York
Street. I would also especially acknowledge the hard work and correspondence of
the anonymous staff in the Yale secretary’s office, who maintained the Yale obitu-
ary record up to 1952; this preserved an enormous amount of information from
oblivion. I have taken the printed Historical Registers of Yale University, 1701-1968,
as authoritative, and note with regret that the electronic historical register is, at the
time of writing, long out of date and inaccurate, leaving a gap for the future that
I anticipate will never be filled to the same high standard as the printed volumes.
This, together with the decision to stop producing the undergraduate and graduate
Programs of Study in printed form, makes it nearly impossible for a researcher to
be precise in certain recent matters.

Of the many written historical perspectives on Yale, I would single out those of
Josephine Broude, Timothy Dwight, Edgar Furniss, Edmund Morgan, George Pier-
son, and the annual presidential reports of Arthur Twining Hadley as particularly
valuable for this inquiry.

For other information, assistance, answers to questions, helpful comment,
documents, photographs, reminiscences, and access to sources used here, I fur-
ther thank Thomas Appelquist, David Apter, Candace BryceT, Jon Butler, James
Campbell, Jerrold Cooper, Israel Dvoretzky, Kirk Freudenburg, Nancy Torrey
Frueht, Carol Gourley, Edward Greenstein, Ralph Hallo, Edward Kamens, Jacob
Lassner, Tremper Longman, Peter Machinist, Harald Maier-Metz, James Muhly,
Dean Plummer, Thomas Pollard, Yelena Rakic, Johannes Rengert, Cara Sargent,
Pamela Schirmeister, Glenn Schwartz, Martha Smalley, Daniel C. Snell, Fran Spa-
dacenta, Gil Stein, Richard Steiner, Klaus Wagensonner, and Laurence Zuckerman.
Rosanne Rocher kindly sent me a copy of her unpublished history of the American
Oriental Society and allowed me to make use of it. The staff of Yale Manuscripts
& Archives were invariably helpful to me over the decades of my research in their
workrooms. Vincent Spiars has been my resourceful and generous consultant on
the several generations of electronics that have gone by on this project.

For permission to incorporate previously published material in revised form, I
thank Abbas Amanat and Magnus Berhardsson, editors, U.S.-Middle East, Historical
Encounters: A Critical Survey (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2007), chap-
ter 1: “On the Formal Study of Near Eastern Languages in America, 1770-1930;
Billie Jean Collins, publisher, Lockwood Press, Beyond Hatti: A Tribute to Gary Beck-
man (Atlanta, 2019), chapter 6, “Albert T. Clay and His Babylonian Collection,’; and
Piotr Michalowski, editor, “Journal of Cuneiform Studies, The Early Years,” Journal



XII FroM NEw HAVEN ToO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

of Cuneiform Studies 65 (2013): 3-12. I am grateful to the Viscusi Committee of the
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations for a substantial subven-
tion toward the publication costs of this book.

I am under the greatest obligation to Karen Polinger Foster, whose accurate
memory and excellent files made up for the deficiencies of my own, who read
and greatly improved various versions of this study, and who shared most of this
experience.

Benjamin R. Foster



Preface

This book is about Yale’s engagement over the course of three centuries with the
languages and civilizations of the Near East. Focusing on Yale allows us to under-
stand more fully not only how and why this particular institution approached these
subjects, but also how and why American Orientalism developed in the same time
span, often under the impetus and aegis of Yale scholars. As we shall see, Yale’s
faculty starred such figures as Ezra Stiles, Josiah Gibbs, Edward Salisbury, William
Rainey Harper, Charles C. Torrey, Albert T. Clay, Albrecht Goetze, Millar Burrows,
Franz Rosenthal, and William Kelly Simpson, whose careers and writings mark
milestones in the evolution of American Orientalist scholarship, and whose lived
experience as members of the Yale community tells a significant story of its own.

Although their biographies would make a useful chronological framework for
this inquiry, two other perspectives have equal claims on our consideration. First
are the historical specifics of the languages until recently combined in Eurocen-
tric thinking under the rubric Oriental Studies. In the case of Yale, these included
Hebrew and other biblical languages; Arabic, Persian and Turkish; the languages
of ancient Mesopotamia, now subsumed under Assyriology; and the languages of
ancient Egypt, now subsumed under Egyptology. On the one hand, such differ-
ent areas of endeavor justify a discipline-centered approach to their past, on the
grounds that practitioners of small academic fields may have more in common
with their fellows than with their colleagues in other fields with whom they have
been associated for organizational purposes. I would argue, however, that their
common values and shared interests in the Near East amply justify treating them
as a community.

Second are the constraints that institutional contexts and priorities placed on
Near Eastern learning. At Yale, and elsewhere, these disparate linguistic fields were
grouped into single faculties, then formalized into university academic depart-
ments. Accordingly, this study examines major shifts at Yale from the eighteenth
to the early twenty-first centuries, taking up deployment of financial resources,
student constituencies, research opportunities, collection and library building, ex-
peditions, and related topics. The intangibles of intrainstitutional social capital and
prestige also play an important role.

We begin with the earnest efforts of a small band of seventeenth- and eigh-
teenth-century scholars to cultivate in the New World a reading knowledge of
Biblical Hebrew and to maintain it as a subject of study at Yale and the other col-
leges of early America. The migration of Hebrew from colleges to divinity schools
during the nineteenth century, and its subsequent redefinition as a historical and
philological academic discipline in graduate schools, took place against the back-
drop of American religious revivalism and the desire, particularly in New England,
to uphold a vigorous, scripturally and historically based Protestant faith as a defin-
ing element of an educated American elite.

xiii
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It was at Yale in 1841 that the first American professional Orientalist was ap-
pointed, with other American graduate schools eventually following suit. Thereaf-
ter, Near Eastern learning at Yale inspired endeavors in several leading American
universities to create programs in biblical and Semitic studies, Assyriology, Egyp-
tology, and Arabic. Yale became a leader in the American urge to collect: Arabic
manuscripts, cuneiform tablets, coins, ancient Egyptian grave goods, and other
spoils of the East. Yale was also a leader in building a first-rate Orientalist research
library and in founding and sustaining America’s first learned society devoted to
Oriental studies and its first Orientalist periodical. Faculty in Yale’s Department
of Semitic Languages and Literatures, inaugurated in 1886, established the first
American research institutes in Palestine and Iraq and laid plans for archaeological
expeditions to Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and Arabia.

During the 1930s, though, when the Ford Foundation in particular was promot-
ing the teaching of modern foreign languages that were not hitherto part of Ameri-
can university curricula, Yale developed language programs for sundry regions,
but not the Middle East. We explore the reasons for this and the consequences.
In the Cold War era, when strategic concerns and financial incentives stimulated
area studies nationwide, as well as the concepts of critical languages and centers of
strategic and political expertise and excellence, we will see that during this burst
of American interest in the modern Near East, Yale stood aside and let others take
the initiative.

Despite repeated and concerted efforts by Near East faculty, the Yale adminis-
tration steadfastly refused their requests for additional positions in favor of profes-
sorships in other departments, which approached the modern Middle East from
strategic, religious, economic, and socio-political standpoints, rather than lan-
guage, literature, science, material culture, art, and civilization, which the Near
East faculty considered necessary points of departure for any authentic under-
standing of the region.

The department’s belief in the primacy of linguistic competence was strength-
ened by the advent of Orientalists fleeing Nazism. In the 1930s, its ranks had been
decimated by retirement and unexpected deaths. Yale’s appointment of three schol-
ars with rigorous European training in Assyriology, Arabic, and Semitics offers a
brilliant perspective on a turning point in the history of Near Eastern learning in
America.

The richesse et misére of the Near East as the birthplace of Judaism, Christian-
ity, and Islam bequeathed a legacy of contested space that remained unresolved
and often tense for much of Yale’s history. Where should Christian Scripture fit in
the curriculum? By 1920, the uneasy solution was to center Christian doctrine in
the Divinity School; the English Bible as history and literature in the College; the
languages of the Bible in the Near Eastern (Semitic) Department in the Graduate
School; and religion as a phenomenon in a new Department of Religion. Since
Jewish learning emphasized language and texts, it entered Yale as an adjunct of
the Near Eastern graduate program, gaining momentum with the appointment of
Jewish faculty. After Religion became Religious Studies, some of its faculty saw the
Near East Department as subsidiary to their own.
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From 1891 to 1976, Near Eastern languages at Yale were first and foremost a
graduate subject, so this story charts the development of what Wilbur Cross called
“the invisible Graduate School,” including the successes, failures, and subsequent
careers of its student constituency, as well as the evolution of institutional attitudes
and assumptions about the department’s programs and how they affected its mis-
sion. In due season, graduate students became more outspoken about their expec-
tations from graduate study and their professors; this too finds a place in our story.

For much of its history since 1950, the educational strategies of the Department
of Near Eastern Languages became increasingly out of step with the Graduate
School’s frequently changing policies and visions of what graduate education was
supposed to be. The reality was that nearly all Near East students required a longer
apprenticeship than in other humanistic disciplines because very few had acquired
the linguistic competence necessary for professional graduate study. The Near East
Department remains the only one at Yale to require three full years of coursework
prior to the comprehensive exam and dissertation stage.

This affected every aspect of student life: progress toward the degree; the tim-
ing of the comprehensive examination; withdrawal from the program; the begin-
ning of independent work; how teaching requirements could be met; possibilities
for study abroad; and eligibility for final-dissertation-year fellowships. The depart-
ment faculty vigorously resisted, time and again, administrative calls to reduce the
amount of coursework and to oblige department students to meet newly devised
requirements on the same schedule as other graduate students.

With the provision of full support for all graduate students after 2000, the
department faculty became concerned that they were developing unrealistic ex-
pectations of academic life, owing to their receiving such generous funding. The
department was concerned as well that the concomitant reduction in admissions
was sapping the vitality of its graduate programs, since there was little overlap
of student cohorts in the coursework of its subfields, with entering classes of at
most one each. Financial anxieties of previous student generations were replaced
by worries over the lack of codified statements on procedure. In the department
faculty’s contrasting view, the very flexibility of its program was one of its distin-
guishing strengths. They also felt that self-motivation and independent discovery
were critical factors in the formation of a future Orientalist, as borne out by the
department’s very high production of successful scholars over its long history.

With the establishment of the undergraduate major in 1976, the department
faced a precipitous rise in undergraduate interest, especially in Arabic and He-
brew. Denied expansion, its small faculty found themselves expected to meet si-
multaneously the needs of a long-established, first-rate graduate program and a
burgeoning undergraduate one. This essentially unworkable situation unfolded in
the context of much debate over the place of foreign languages, ancient and mod-
ern, in the College curriculum. Yale’s solution was to rely on a growing underclass
of nonladder or “instructional” faculty to sustain the undergraduate programs in
languages. As we shall see, this led to its own set of issues for the languages of the
modern Middle East. Yale also created a Center for Language Study, which sought
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to set uniform pedagogical standards at the College level and to regularize and
oversee the appointment process for language-teaching faculty.

Visibility on the Yale and community stage posed a challenge for a primarily
philological department. Early on, Albert T. Clay agitated for a museum for dis-
playing treasures from the Babylonian Collection and related materials, but he was
turned down. Ferris Stephens mounted some exhibits of Babylonian Collection
artifacts in the library and he and his successor, William W. Hallo, were assidu-
ous in publicizing its activities through Yale news bulletins and articles in Yale
publications. Beginning in 2002, annual thematic exhibits in the library’s public
ground floor progressively raised the profile of one of Yale’s most extraordinary
collections.

From the 1970s on, several Department faculty organized large-scale inter-
national conferences at Yale, including Assyriological, Aegeanist, and American
Oriental Society meetings, as well as smaller symposia in Arabic-Islamic studies
and Egyptology. The crises and destruction of September 11 and the American-led
invasion of Iraq inspired an unprecedented series of public teach-ins and inter-
disciplinary panels that were in effect the first time the Near East Department
as a whole engaged with current events in the region. Individual faculty, such as
Clay and Millar Burrows, were outspoken on such issues as Jewish settlement in
Palestine in the 1920s and the treatment of Palestinians after 1948. Despite all this
public outreach and cooperative ventures across the university, the department
was frequently reproached by administrators for its alleged isolation in the Yale
community.

The transformation of archaeology into a scientific discipline finds reflection
in the department’s field initiatives, beginning with Charles C. Torrey’s work at
Sidon in 1900. In the early twentieth century, multiple proposals were ambitious
and well-intentioned, but showed scant grasp of even the logistics and methodol-
ogy of the day. This situation a faculty appointment in archaeology might have
rectified. The 1930s saw excavation at Gerasa and Dura Europos, primarily by Clas-
sics faculty; the 1942 appointment of a Near Eastern archaeologist, Harald Ingholt,
did not change the classical emphasis. Exemplary work in Egypt and Nubia began
in the Aswan High Dam salvage era under William Kelly Simpson, with other
projects at Abydos and Giza, and continues to the present under John Darnell at
prehistoric, pharaonic, and Christian sites. Yale returned to Syria with the Tell
Leilan project, directed by Harvey Weiss, likewise a model of multidisciplinary
archaeological research.

The growth of Yale’s administration and management and how this affected
Near Eastern learning runs like a sometimes discordant leit motif through this
book. The initial moves in the 1920s to deprive the professoriate of any significant
role in institutional governance or apportionment of resources, followed by the de-
velopment of the postwar federal grant university, built Yale, by the end of our sto-
ry, into one of the largest and most expensive managerial hierarchies per student
of any American university. While the Near East Department often felt itself a sin-
gular victim of the near ritualized administrative laments over shortages of funds
and the necessity for reductions in faculty and academic programs, university-
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wide protests over the restructuring of 1991 led to the abrupt serial resignations
of the Yale president, provost, and dean of the college. As we shall see, however,
what befell the department in 2013-2015 was a perfect storm of particular events.

For this writer, whose lived experience as a graduate student, junior then senior
faculty member, and Babylonian Collection curator, spans over half a century of
this narrative, the most important parts about Near Eastern learning at Yale are
left unsaid. These are the individual personal satisfactions of research, teaching,
friendship, collegiality, and common endeavor that Yale academic life at its best has
afforded. They remain among the private joys of the initiate.






1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.
3.1.

3.2.
3.3.

3.4.

4.1.

4.2.
4.3.
4.4.

5.1
5.2.
5.3.
5.4.
5.5.
5.6.
5.7.

List of Plates

Ebenezer Grant Marsh, “An Hebrew Oration delivered at the public Com-
mencement in Yale College Sep. 9th A.D. 1795 Yale University Manuscripts
& Archives.

Ezra Stiles, “Linguarum Orientalium Specimen Quadrilinguale,” 1774: Arabic,
Hebrew, Imperial Aramaic, Syriac. Beinecke Library, Yale University.

Earliest example of the Yale seal, diploma of Ezra Stiles, 1746. Beinecke Li-
brary, Yale University.

Moses Stuart, Hebrew Grammar without the Points (1813), marked “Rabbi Mo-
ses” by one of his students. Private Collection.

Portrait of Josiah Gibbs, Yale Divinity School. Photograph Karen Polinger
Foster.

Portrait of Edward Salisbury, American Oriental Society. Photograph Karen
Polinger Foster.

Arabic and Sanskrit books and manuscripts. Photograph Amanda Patrick,
Yale University Library, courtesy Robin Dougherty.

Salisbury House, New Haven, 1934. Courtesy New Haven Colony Historical
Society.

William Dwight Whitney. Private Collection.

William Rainey Harper, Hebrew Correspondence School, Lesson 1. Private
Collection.

Charles C. Torrey, Strassburg, 1889. Private Collection.

New Grand Hotel, Jerusalem, ca. 1900. Torrey’s rooms and the first office of
the American School were in the Annex to the left across the street, with a
bridge to the hotel. British Mandate Jerusalemites Photo Library (online re-
source).

Mr. Harthorn supervising raising of an anthropoid sarcophagus, Sidon, 1900.
Annual of the American Schools of Oriental Research 1 (1926): 7 fig. 5.

Charles C. Torrey, Yale professor. Pastel by William Sergeant Kendall. Yale
University Art Gallery 1946.131.

Bookplate, Kohut Collection of Judaica, Yale University Library.

Yale Babylonian Collection, Osborn Laboratory. Yale Babylonian Collection.
Profiting from the Past. Frank S. DeHass, Buried Cities Rediscovered (1884),
505.

Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society, vol. 1 no. 1.

The ruins of Ur. Photograph Underwood & Underwood.

Embossing stamp for the planned ASOR library, Baghdad. Private Collection.
Raymond P. Dougherty. Yale Babylonian Collection.

Planning for the Babylonian Collection, 1926. Yale Babylonian Collection.
Main entrance, Sterling Memorial Library. Photograph Carl Kaufman.

Julian Obermann. Yale Babylonian Collection.

Xix



XX
5.8.
6.1.
6.2.
7.1.
7.2a.
7.2b.
7.3.
7.4.
7.5.
7.6.
8.1.

8.2.
8.3.

8.4.

8.5.

8.6.
8.7.
8.8.
8.9.

8.10.
8.11.
9.1.
9.2

10.1.

FroM NEw HAVEN TO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

Ludlow Bull. Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 135 (1954):
2.

Albrecht Goetze and Ferris Stephens, 1961. Photograph Yale News Bureau.
Yale Babylonian Collection.

Journal of Cuneiform Studies, vol. 1.

Marvin H. Pope, ca. 1960. Yale Divinity School, courtesy Martha Smalley.
Entry card for high holiday dinner, Franz Rosenthal, Berlin, 1936. Jiidisches
Museum, Berlin, online collections 2010/44/3.

Dinner invitation, inaugural K. W. and E. K. Rosenthal Lecture, 2000. Private
Collection.

William Kelly Simpson, 1985. Peter Der Manuelian, ed., Studies in Honor of
William Kelly Simpson (Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1996), frontispiece.
William W. Hallo. Private Collection.

Briggs Buchanan. Photograph Robert Marsland. Yale Babylonian Collection.
Yale Shelanu, 1996. Private Collection.

Bassam Frangieh and Arabic students 2004. Photograph Robert Marsland,
courtesy Office of Public Affairs and Communications, Yale University.
Poster for 9/11 teach-in, 2001. Poster by Peter Johnson. Private Collection.
Poster for Future of the Global Past, 2007. Poster by Yale Graphic Design.
Private Collection.

Poster for Iraq beyond the Headlines IV, 2008. Poster by Peter Johnson. Pri-
vate Collection.

Tell Leilan Team, 1979. Front row, left to right: Margot Stout, Harvey Weiss,
Benjamin R. Foster, Constance T. Foster, Karen Polinger Foster. Second row:
Marhaf Halaf, Arlene Miller, Ilene Nicholas, Glenn Schwartz; Third row:
Vaughn Crawford, Jean Svendsen, Marc Van De Mieroop, Lorraine Ferguson,
William N. Goetzmann. Photograph Harvey Weiss.

Acropolis northeast temple, Tell Leilan. Photograph Harvey Weiss.

John Coleman Darnell. Photograph Yale Expedition to Egypt.

Gary Beckman. Photograph Robert Marsland. Yale Babylonian Collection.
Poster for centennial of the Babylonian Collection, 2009. Poster by Colleen
Manassa. Private Collection.

Babylonian Collection Exhibit, UN Global Colloquium on Global Heritage,
2016. Photograph Karen Polinger Foster.

Egyptology graduate student pride lapel pin, 2001. Private Collection.

First department website, 1999. Website design by Karen Polinger Foster.
First department color brochure, 1999. Design by Karen Polinger Foster. Pri-
vate Collection.

Poster for Graeco-Arabica conference, 2014. Poster by Dimitri Gutas and Yale
Printing and Publishing. Private Collection.



AASOR
AB
ACLS
AfO
AISC
AJA
AS
AJSL
AOAT
AOS
BA
BASOR
BIN
BJRL
BJS
BM

BO

BR
BRM
BSac
BzA
BZAW
CHANE
CT
ExpTim
HSS
HTR
ICC

IF
JAOS
JBL
Jcs
JNES
JOR

JRAS
MLC
NEA

OBO
OIP

Abbreviations

Annual of the American Schools of Oriental Research
Anchor (Yale) Bible

American Council of Learned Societies

Archiv fiir Orientforschung

American Institute of Sacred Literature

American Journal of Archaeology

Assyriological Studies

American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures
Alter Orient und Altes Testament

American Oriental Series

Biblical Archaeologist

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
Babylonian Inscriptions in the Collection of J. B. Nies
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library

Brown Judaic Studies

Bibliotheca Mesopotamica

Bibliotheca Orientalis

Bible Review

Babylonian Records in the Library of J. Pierpont Morgan
Bibliotheca Sacra

Beitrdge zur Assyriologie

Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
Culture and History of the Ancient Near East
Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum
Expository Times

Harvard Semitic Studies

Harvard Theological Review

International Critical Commentary

Indogermanische Forschungen

Journal of the American Oriental Society

Journal of Biblical Literature

Journal of Cuneiform Studies

Journal of Near Eastern Studies

Jewish Quarterly Review

Journal of Religion

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

Yale Morgan Library tablets

Near Eastern Archaeology

Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis

Oriental Institute Publications

xxi



XXII

OLA
OLZ

Or
PIHANS

PLO
pl(s).

RSO
SANER
SAOC
TAPS
TRu
UBL
VTSup
WZKM
YBC
YBT
YCS
YES
YJS
YNER
YOS
ZA
ZAW
ZDMG
ZDPV

FroM NEw HAVEN ToO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta

Orientalistische Literaturzeitung

Orientalia NS

Publications de I'Institut historique-archéologique néerlandais de
Stamboul

Porta linguarum orientalium

plate(s)

Revue d’Assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale
Rivista degli Studi Orientali

Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records

Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society
Theologische Rundschau

Ugaritisch-Biblische Literatur

Supplements to Vetus Testamentum

Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes
Yale Babylonian Collection

Yale Babylonian Texts

Yale Classical Studies

Yale Egyptological Studies

Yale Judaica Series

Yale Near Eastern Researches

Yale Oriental Series

Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie

Zeitschrift fiir Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft
Zeitschrift des Deutschen Paldstina-Vereins



PLATES 1023

Plate 1.1. Ebenezer Grant Marsh, “An
Hebrew Oration delivered at the public
Commencement in Yale College Sep. 9th
AD. 1795
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Plate 1.3. Earliest example of the Yale seal, diploma of Ezra Stiles, 1746.
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INTRODUCTION
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BY MOSES STUART,
JAssociate Professor of Sacred Literature in the Theological
Seminary at Andover.
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Plate 2.1. Moses Stuart, Hebrew Gram- ; —
mar without the Points (1813), marked
“Rabbi Moses” by one of his students. I . v C
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Plate 2.2. Portrait of Josiah Gibbs, Yale Divinity School.
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Plate 2.4 Arabic and Sanskrit books and manuscripts.
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Plate 2.5. Salisbury House, New Haven, 1934.

Plate 2.6. William Dwight Whitney.
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% OONDUCTED BY
¥\ WILLIAM R. HARPER, Ph. D., c;}

MORGAN PRRK, CHICRGO.

The flebrew Correspondence School
@ oYy o7 @

I. Elementary Course. l III, Progressive Course.
II, Intermediate Course,

IV, Rdvanced Course,

Eutered, sccording o ast of Congrom, Ia the year 1882 In the offfos of the Librariaa of Congress, by WILLIAM R. HARPER.

Elementary Course. . - - - - Lesson 1.

4% SUGGESTIONS. 3

1. Master absolutely the entire lesson ; not a needless word or
statement is inserted.

2. The greatest difficulties in acquiring Hebrew are (1) the pro-
nunciation and (2) the vocabulary ; therefore never pass a
word without pronouncing it, and never pronounce a word
without immediately ascertaining its meaning.

3. Do not suppose that everything will be clear at a glance.
Many points of difficulty will arise. Feel perfectly free,
however, to ask concerning any matter that may be obscure.

4. Make it a principle to do exactly the amount of work as-
signed,—no more, no less.

5. The “Notes” and “ Observations” are to be carefully studied
and compared. The * Recitation-lesson” is to be written
out and sent to the Instructor for correction.

Plate 3.1. William Rainey Harper, Hebrew Correspondence School, Lesson 1.
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Plate 3.2. Charles C. Torrey, Strassburg, 1889.

Plate 3.3. New Grand Hotel, Jerusalem, ca. 1900. Torrey’s rooms and the first office of the
American School were in the Annex to the left across the street, with a bridge to the hotel.
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Plate 3.4. Mr. Harthorn supervising raising of an anthropoid sarcophagus, Sidon, 1900.

Plate 4.1. Charles C. Torrey, Yale professor.
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Plate 4.2. Bookplate, Kohut Collection of Judaica, Yale University Library.
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EXPLORATIONS IN ASSYRIA.

Plate 4.4. Profiting from the past.
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- THE JOURNAL :

OF THE

PALESTINE ORIENTAL SOCIETY.

OCTOBER, 1920

Vol. L.

INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

“The Palestine Oriental Society” owes its origin to the
American Assyriologist, Dr. Albert T. Clay. During a year’s
residence in Palestine in the capacity of “Annual Professor of the
American School of Archaeological Research in Palestine,” it
occurred to him that such a Society was not only possible and
desirable, but might even play a useful part in the new epoch in
the study of the antiquities of the Holy Land which was to be
expected under a new and enlightened administration. Accord-
ingly he called together in Jerusalem a representative gathering
for the purpose of inaugurating a society which should have as its
object the cultivation and publication of researches on the
Ancient East. -

At this preliminary meeting held on January gth 1920 the

following were present :—
Le Rév. Pére Abel, Professeur i I'Ecole
Biblique de St. Etienne, Jernsalem.

Dr. W. F. Albright, Fellow and In-
structor in Semitic Languages, John
Hopkins University, Baltimore ; Fel-
low of the American School of
Archeological Research in Palestine,

Mz. Eliezer Ben Yehudah, Editor of the
Thesaurus Totins Hebraitatis et Veteris
et Recentioris.

Dr. A. T. Clay, Professor of Assyriology
in Yale University; Annual Professor
of the American School of Archaolog-
ical Research in Palestine.

The Archdeacon Cleophas, —Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem.

Le Rév. Pére Cré, des Missionnaires
A’Afrique, Jerusalem,

Capt. K.E.C. Cresswell, Late Inspector
of Antiquities to the British Army of
Occupation in Palestine.

The Rev. Herbert Danby, Senior Ken-
nicott Hebrew Scholar in the Univer-
sity of Oxford; attached to St. George's
Cathedral, Jerusalem, .

Le Rév. Pére Decloedt, des Mission-
naires d'Afrique, Jerusalem.

Plate 5.1. Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society, vol. 1 no. 1.

Capt. E.T.H. Mackay, Inspector of
Antiquities to the British Army of
Occupation in Palestine.

Le Rév. Pére Meistermann, des
Franciscains de Terre-Sainte.

Major L. Nott, Military Governor of
Tul-Karim; Palestine,

I.eRév. Pére Orfali, des Franciscains
de Terre-Sainte,

The Rev. Dr. J. P. Peters, Professor
in the University of the South. Leec-
turer in the American School of
Archzeological Research in Palestine.

Monsieur Rais, Consul Général, Délégué
du Haut Commissariat de France,
Jerusalem,

Professeur &
St. Etienne,

Le Rév. Pére Savignac,
T'Ecole  Bibligue de
Jerusalem,

Dr. Nahum Slousch, Professor of New
Hebrew Literature, the Sorbonne,
Paris; = Contributor to the Corpus In-
seriptionum  Semiticarum; Secretary
of the Hebrew Archaological Society.

Col. Ronald Storrs, C. M.G., C.B E,
Military Governor of Jernsalem, d
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Plate 5.2. The ruins of Ur.
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Plate 5.3. Embossing stamp for the planned ASOR library, Baghdad.

Plate 5.4. Raymond P. Dougherty.
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Plate 5.5. Planning for the Babylonian Collection, 1926.
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Plate 5.7. Julian Obermann.
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Plate 5.8. Ludlow Bull.

Plate 6.1. Albrecht Goetze and Ferris Stephens, 1961.
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Journal of Cuneiform Studies

Edited by
Ausexcir Gokrze, Yale University
Taonkao Jaconsen, The University of Chicago
Avmauan Sacus, Brown University

VOLUME I (1947)

Published by
Tz AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH
409 Prosercr StReET
New Havex, Coxngoriour, USA.

1947

Plate 6.2. Journal of Cuneiform Studies, vol. 1.

Plate 7.1. Marvin H. Pope, ca. 1960.
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THE KW. & E.LKC ROSENTHAL
MEMORIAL LECTURES

PLEASE JOIN US FOR DINNER
AT THE GRADUATE CLUB
155 ELM STREET. NEW HAVEN

FOLLOWING THE RECEPTION

RSVP 432-2944

Plate 7.2. (a) Entry card for high holiday dinner, Franz Rosenthal, Berlin, 1936.
(b) Dinner invitation, inaugural K. W. and E. K. Rosenthal Lecture, 2000.
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Plate 7.4. William W. Hallo.
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Plate 7.5. Briggs Buchanan.
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Plate 7.6. Yale Shelanu, 1996.

Plate 8.1. Bassam Frangieh and Arabic students 2004.
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Dept of Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations

Tuesday, November 13, 2001 at 7:30 pm
Room 102 Linsly-Chittenden Hall

7 ARAB/ISLAMIC
¥ CIVILIZATION

MODERATORS: Karen Foster, Dimitri Gutas
PANELISTS

Dimitri Gutas:
: Religion and Civilization in the
4 Arab/Islamic World

Kishwar Rizvi:
Sites of Prayer and Poetry:
Shrines in 16th-century Iran
and India

Beatrice Gruendler:
The Meeting of
Cultures in
Classical Arabic
Literature

Bassam

Frangieh:

Intellectual

Currents in the

Modern
Arab/Islamic
World

Benjamin Foster:
Crises and Arabic
Language Study

SELJUK PLATE, 12TH CENTURY, YALE UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY, GIFT OF DAVID M.LEVITT

Plate 8.2. Poster for 9/11 teach-in, 2001.



Karen Polinger Foster

Christina Kraus .
George Pavia

Lucille A. Roussin

Roderick Mcintosh .

PLATES

Michael D. Coe

Roderick Mclntosh

Plate 8.3. Poster for Future of the Global Past, 2007.
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Tuesday, February 12, 2008
7:00pm

P
101 Linsly-Chittenden Hall
Yale University

Fom e spe ki

IRA

beyond the headlines IV

Laurie W. Rush (US. Army Archacologist, Fort Drum, New York)
“Protecting the Past to Secure the Future: In-Theater Heritage Training for Deploying Personnel”
Matthew Bogdanos (Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps)
“Thieves of Baghda: The Looting of the Iraq Museum”

A i SEr o oy g 2

Plate 8.5. Tell Leilan Team, 1979. Front row, left to right: Margot Stout, Harvey Weiss,
Benjamin R. Foster, Constance T. Foster, Karen Polinger Foster. Second row: Marhaf

Halaf, Arlene Miller, Ilene Nicholas, Glenn Schwartz; Third row: Vaughn Crawford, Jean

Svendsen, Marc Van De Mieroop, Lorraine Ferguson, William N. Goetzmann.

e
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Plate 8.6. Acropolis northeast temple, Tell Leilan.

Plate 8.7. John Coleman Darnell.
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Plate 8.8. Gary Beckman.
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Plate 8.10. Poster for centennial of the Babylonian Collection, 2009.
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Now you too can shamelessly
advertise your
LA-TEE-DAH affiliation
with the NEW and IMPROVED

YALE

EGYPTOLOGIST

LAPEL PIN'

sw hr m3ct

Lux et Veritas in Egyptian

Plate 8.11. Egyptology graduate student pride lapel pin, 2001.

Plate 9.1. First department website, 1999.



Introduction

The Department of Near Eastern Languages &
Civilizations, founded in 1841, is one of the
world's leading centers for the study of the Near
East.  Throughout its long history, the
Department has maintained its strong sense of
traditional humanist values, as well as its

ding leadership role in developing and

evaluating “the latest

PLATES

Graduate Program in
Graeco-Arabic Studies

Students in this specialization study all aspects of
the translation of classical Greek works into
Arabic, their dissemination in medieval Islamic
civilization, and the scientific and philosophical
tradition of Arabic works that de‘eloped on
their basis. Particular emphasis is placed on

logical issues such as translation techniques,

and resources for study of the Near Lasl fmm
carliest times to the modern era.

The graduate and undergraduate programs of the
Department of Near Fastern Languages &
Ci ize reflective schol
based on sound knowledge of the languages,
civilizations, and material culture of the Near
East. The Department's main faculty strengths
today are in the areas of Arabic, Graeco-Arabic,
and Islamic  studies; yriology, including
Sumerian and Akkadian; and Egyptology.
Instruction is also offered in art and archacology,
Aramaic (including Syriac), Classical Ethiopic,
Hebrew, Persian, modern and Ottoman Turkish,
and Ugaritic. Interdisciplinary progams can be
developed on an individual basis, in
collaboration  with  such  departments  and
programs as Anthropology, Classics, History,
Medieval Studies, and Religious Studies. The
D intai hacological ~ field
projects in Egypt, in which students may be
invited to participate.

The Department regularly sponsors lectures,
colloquia, and presentations by scholars from
around the world, as well as special events. In
recent years, the Department has also organized
and hosted two major international conferences,
with associated exhibitions in the Beinecke Rare
Book and Manuscript Library and Sterling
Memorial Library.

Undergraduate Program

The major in Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations is a liberal arts major that gives
students a sound competence in a Near Eastern
language and a_broad knowledge of the
lizati hxswry, and arch

of the Near East. The major also providcs
essential preparation for graduate or professional
work in which a knowledge of Near Eastern
languages, history, and archaeology is required.

Depending on the student's interests, the major
is built around study of one or more Near East-
ern | leading to a in the
ancient Near East (Mesopotamia, Egypt, or
Syria-Palestine), in Hebrew language and
literature, or in Arabic and Islamic studies.

Requirements of the major. Twelve term
courses in the department, or their equivalent,
are required for the major, including the senior
essay course. The course work includes at least
two years of study of a Near Eastern language
and no fewer than three term courses in the
history and civilizations of the Near East, at least
one term of which must be in the ancient and
one in the Islamic Near East.

Senior essay. To derive full benefit from the
major, students should’ acquire practical
experience in using Near Eastern languages for
research purposes. Therefore all students in the
major undertake a senior essay that involves
substantial use of materials in one or more Near
Eastern languages.

Graeco-Arabic lexicography, textual criticism
and editing of translated Greek works, and the
Arabic language that was used in the translations.
Some knowledge of Greek (a minimum of one
year college level) is prerequisite for admission to
the program. Upon matriculation, students may
take for credit up to eight term courses in Greek,
while the rest of their work will concentrate on
Arabic. After their third year of study, students
will have the opportunity to gain research
experience in the field by assisting in the
compilation of A Greek and Arabic Lexicon, edited
by Professors Gutas (Yale) and Endress
(Bochum, Germany), as well as in the
preparation of critical text editions of translated
works.

Graduate Program in Arabic and
Islamic Studies

Since its establishment in 1841, the doctoral
program in Arabic and Islamic studies at Yale,
the oldest such program in the United States,
has focused on the study of all aspects of the
history and culture of Islamic societies. It
emphasizes the acquisition by all students of
thorough language skills in Arabic, classical and
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Graduate Program in
Assyriology

Over the past century, the Department of Near
Eastern Languages & Civilizations has awarded
its largest number of doctorates in Assyriology,
the study of the languages and civilizations of
ancient Mesopotamia. The graduate program in
A both and
Akkzdun as well as a full sequence of courses in

modern, and training in philol
studies, and textual and literary criticism.

p

Resources. Yale University has
exceptional resources in Arabic and Islamic
Studies. The Near East Collection in the
University Library includes more than 150,000
volumes. Since Yale was the first American
research library to collect Arabic books, the
collection is particularly rich in early Arabic
printed materials. The library currently receives
about 1000 periodicals on Near Eastern
subjects in Western languages and about 900 in
Near Eastern 1 The

history and civilization, over a
period of three years of course work.
Development of a secondary area, such as
ancient Semitic languages or Egyptology, is
strongly encouraged.

The Department's program in Assyriology is
closely coordinated with the Yale Babylonian
Collection, the largest collection of tablets and
other Mesopotamian  artifacts in  America.
Qualified srudcms have the ()ppurtumt) to
develop 1 skills in

mtcrpxcmuon " and publication of original
both in class and for

collection in the Beinecke Library includes more
than 3000 items in Arabic, Persian, and
Ottoman Turkish. A special reading room for
Arabic and Islamic Studies is maintained in the
University Library. For more information:

library.yale.cdu/neareast.

dissertation research. Since most of the collection
remains to be published, qualified students are
invited to base their dissertation research on
collection holdings. The collection also maintains
a complete reference library in the fields of
Assyriology and ancient Near Eastern studies,
and sustains several series of monographs and
text publications. Frequent visits by visiting
scholars, regular colloquia, and daily experience
with one of the world's most important
collections of Mesopotamian source materials
immeasurably ~enrich  graduate study in
Assyriology at Yale.

Plate 9.2. First department color brochure, 1999.



1052 FroM NEw HAVEN TO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

THE DEPARTMENT OF NEAR EASTERN LANGUAGES AND CIVILIZATIONS

Yale University

} sents
An international conference in commemoration of the centennial of the birth of Franz Rosenthal

GRAECO-ARABICA
PRESENT STATE AND FUTURE PROSPECTS OF AN EMERGING FIELD

7, 2014 — Hall of Graduate Studies, Room 211

Mubashshir b Faik, Choice Maxims and Best
S e oy

Friday, April 25

9:30-10:15. DIMITRI GUTAS
Jourdain through Franz
GRAECO-SYRIACA

10:15-11:30. ApAM McCorLum (Hill Museum & Manuscript Library, Saint John’s University) — A Conspectus of Secular
and Non r Gri 3 ¢ Translators among Those of other Languages in the C

11:45-13:00. HiDEMI TAKAHASHI (The University y iac as the Intermediary in Graeco-Arabica: On Some
Historical and Philological Aspects
SE O-ARABICA

15:00-16:15. HANS HINRICH BIESTERFELDT (Ruhr-Universitit Bochum) — A Conspectus of Secular Graeco-Syriaca and
Agenda

16:15-17:30. GERHARD ENDRESS (Ruhr-Universitit Bochum) - The Historical Pr¢ on of the Translations, a case study:
The Arabic Translations of Aristotle’s De Caelo

Saturday, April 26

CHRISTIAN GRAECO-ARABICA
10:00-11:15. ANDRE BINGGELI (CNRS - Institut de lcchel che et d histoire des textes) - Early Christian Graeco-Arabica
11:15 30. ALEXANDER TREIGER (Dalhousie Univ ¢ ian Graeco-Arabica: An Overview and

Prolegomena to Future Research :

Sunday, April 27
GRAECO-ARABICA IN INTELLECTUAL HISTC (Reception)

10:00-11:15. SABINE SCHMIDTKE (Freie Universitit Berlin and IAS, Princeton) and REZA POURJAVADY
(Freie Universitit Berlin) - The Other 1 Greek Philosophy under the Safavids (16™-18" centuries CE)
PETER E. PORMANN (The Univers: f Manchester) - G Thought, Modern Arabic Culture: Classical
Receptions since the Nahda
GRAECO-ARABICA AND INTELLECTUAL HISTORY (Method, Scope, and Import)
KEVIN VAN BLADEL (The Olno State U sity) - Graeco-Arabic Studies, Late Antiquity, and Iranian Studies
DIMITRI GUTAS (Yale Uni y e rabic Studies: The Historical and Ideological Dimensions

sored by the K.W. & E.K. Rosenthal Memorial Lecture in Ancient and Near Eastern Civilizations

Plate 10.1. Poster for Graeco-Arabica conference, 2014.





