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Preface

Previous Studies

The editio princeps of the composition listed in Laroche’s Catalogue des textes hit-
tites under no. 446—a purification ritual for a house invoking the Ancient Gods
—was published in 1961 by Heinrich Otten in the article “Eine Beschwdrung der
Unterirdischen aus Bogazkoy” (ZA 54), with German translation and philologi-
cal commentary. No complete and updated text editions of the ritual have been
published since. Otten could rely on three well-preserved copies of the ritual for
his edition. Afterward, more minor fragments of the same copies, and new ones
belonging to other tablets, were retrieved in the excavations at Hattu$a and pub-
lished in the various autography series. These new materials have been included
in more recent translations of the text (without transcriptions), published by Bil-
lie Jean Collins (1997, in English), and more recently Jared Miller (2008, German;
additional notes in 2010). Heike Peter (2004) published an edition that includes
a transcription and a commentary on the content, but the work closely follows
the first publication by Otten and does not include other available manuscripts.
An important fragment (AnAr 21626), which fills in the beginning and end of
the ritual in tablet B, was published with a learned commentary in Akdogan and
Wilhelm 2003.

Other studies have been dedicated to the interesting content of this ritual, in
particular its mythological and religious-cultural background, and its formal and
narrative components. From a comparative perspective, Gerd Steiner (1971) and
Mary Bachvarova (2006; 2016, 95-108) have pointed out distinctive parallels in
content and textual-narrative patterns with archaic Greek literary compositions,
specifically Homeric epic and Attic tragedy. Gernot Wilhelm discussed this text
at some length in a contribution on the conceptions of purity in Anatolia and the
ancient Near East (1999), and in another work dealing with the conceptual con-
nection between ancestor cult and the theology of the Netherworld in a Hurrian-
Hittite context (2009).

Content Overview

The present study provides an updated philological edition of the ritual CTH
446 with transliteration and English translation. The texts of all available manu-
scripts are presented in parallel with a scored transliteration and a composite
transcription. Following the publication standards of the Hethitologie Portal

vii



viii PURIFYING A HOUSE FROM BLoOD

Mainz (HPM), the transcription is arranged and numbered according to syntacti-
cal units, or kola. The line numbers cited in this volume for the text under con-
sideration refer to these kola. A concordance between the univocal line numbering
of this edition and each manuscript can be retrieved through the tablet synopsis
provided on pp. 233. A glossary to the text can be found at the end of the volume.

In addition to the updated critical edition, this work aims to provide a com-
prehensive study of this ritual text. Chapters 1 and 2 introduce the texts’ manu-
scripts and content. Chapter 1 discusses the paleography and chronology of the
manuscripts, while chapter 2 discusses the conception of purity and the tech-
niques of purification in Hittite rituals (ch. 2.1), the role of the Netherworld gods
(ch. 2.2), the composite historical-cultural and religious background of the text
(ch. 2.3), and includes an overview of the text’s structure and content (ch. 2.4-5).

Chapter 3 presents the critical text edition proper, followed by a detailed
philological commentary, with a line by line discussion of problematic aspects of
content and unclear passages. Chapters 4—6 aim at defining the nature and scope
of the purification ritual, and the context of its creation; they also review previ-
ous interpretations of this complex composition.

Chapter 4 surveys ritual texts of various typologies, and shows that CTH 446
shares a number of elements of content, practice, and form with several other
ritual texts of similar scope and goals. These considerations are relevant to the
discussion in the following chapters, which investigate the nature and origins
of this composition against the broader background of the Hittite ritual corpus.

Chapter 5 analyzes the structure and content of CTH 446 in order to verify
whether the text was created on the basis of written models, and, more precisely,
compiled from separate self-standing ritual texts. This possibility has been sug-
gested in previous studies on the basis of logical inconsistencies in the ritual
procedure and other textual peculiarities (e.g., Wilhelm 1999; Miller 2008).

Chapter 6 explores another aspect of the problem of the nature of CTH 446
in discussing whether this ritual, in light of its elaborate compositional charac-
teristics, can be considered a literary text as opposed to a text whose primary
goal was actual ritual performance (as suggested, e.g., by Trémouille 2004, 168).
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mountain, 27, 37, 66, 115-16, 135-38, 147,
151

murder, killing, 1, 32, 60, 72, 98, 143

myth, mythology, 23-25,29-30, 36, 100, 111,
113, 121, 138, 144-48, 159-61
creation myth, 145-46
disappearance myth, 100, 146-47
mythic time, 107

Netherworld, 26-31, 52, 92, 105-6, 109, 111,
120, 132-35, 138, 147, 151

night, nocturnal, 26, 143

nude, nudity, 110-11

number, numbering, counting, 24, 32, 43, 61,
66, 99, 112, 119, 129, 138-39

oath, 28-29, 32, 37, 80, 84, 125

offering, 25, 31, 36, 39, 77, 79, 117-18, 120—
21, 123, 133, 137, 139, 141

offspring, 145-46

oil, 51, 56-57, 68,73, 91, 117, 141

omen, 139, 161

oracle, 23,112, 138-39

orality, 157-58

palace, 4, 141-42, 147

paleography, 1-18, 144

pantheon, 23-24, 28, 30

patron (ritual), 38, 74, 103, 120, 133, 135,
137-38, 140, 143, 146

perjury, 32, 42, 45-46, 49, 55, 60, 81, 84, 86,
92, 101, 130, 134-35, 137, 140-42
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pit, 24, 31, 43, 51, 63, 73, 76, 82, 99-100, 108,
119-20, 124, 133, 138-40, 143
plague, 143
plant, 74,78, 111, 144
poetry, poetic, poem, 109, 119, 159-60
pond, 104
prayer, 23,107, 143, 151, 155
pregnancy, 88, 128, 154
priest, priestess, 25, 38, 107, 139-40
purification, 1, 21-26, 29-33, 38-39, 73, 98,
107, 117, 119, 132-35, 137, 139-54, 157,
160
purity, 21-23, 26, 31, 33, 60, 111-12, 114,
117-18, 141
queen, 28, 137
rain, rainfall, downpour, 36, 111, 129
recitation, 1, 22, 32, 36, 66, 107, 133, 136,
141, 144, 146-47, 159, 162
reed, 36-37, 48, 60
religion, 29, 161
rite, 21-22, 30, 32-33, 36, 79, 86, 88, 90, 119,
132-35, 137-43, 147-51
ritual,
birth, 103, 154-55
evocation, 134, 137-38, 141, 143, 147
purification, 1, 17, 21-23, 29-30, 52, 73,
107, 119, 132-35, 139-41, 145, 148-49,
157, 160
substitution, 27, 133-35, 137, 142
location of, 32, 79, 90, 109, 122-24
materials for, paraphernalia for, 50, 68,
90, 91, 133-34
performance, action in, 22, 33, 36-37, 99,
102, 107-8, 110, 112-14, 117, 119-24,
126, 127, 139-40, 144, 153-54, 157-60
ritual fiction, 36, 60, 107, 135, 137, 141-42,
148
ritual series, 38
ritual terminology, 21-22, 31, 33, 90, 120,
138-39, 148, 151
river, 52, 104, 112, 136, 138-39, 141, 144-47,
151
riverbank, shore, 104, 145-47
roof, ceiling, 46, 50, 89, 102-3, 142
sacrifice, 31, 118, 121, 124, 138, 140, 143
scale, 74, 120, 132-33
scribe, 10, 26, 37-38, 50, 52, 56, 60, 68, 77,
84, 98, 104-5, 119-20, 124-28, 138, 152,
154-55, 157-58, 162
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script, 1-2, 5-7, 10-11, 13, 17

sea, 62,64, 89, 113, 118, 136, 138

seal, sealing, glyptic, 43, 108, 110-11

seed, grain, cereals, 69, 78, 116, 122

sheep, goat, ewe, lamb, 51, 72, 77, 80, 82, 88,
91, 100, 118, 121, 124, 128-29, 133, 142,
147

shovel, 43, 99, 141

simile, 36, 37, 103, 128, 136, 146, 160

sin, 32, 46, 49, 53, 55, 60, 64, 81, 84, 86, 88,
120, 130, 133

sky, 44, 53,75, 138, 146-47, 151

smoke, 44, 100-101, 103

soil, dirt, 43, 89, 99, 102, 108

song, singing, chanting, 24, 26, 29, 144, 146

sorcery, 22,101, 134, 135

speech, speaking, utterance, 32, 36, 44,
47-49, 51, 58, 60, 72-74, 76, 86, 88, 91, 109,
112-13, 122, 133, 135, 139, 141-42, 144,
147, 159-60

spell, 36, 136, 139

spring (water source), 52,58, 60-61, 66, 72,
100, 104, 108, 110, 112-13, 117-18, 135-39,
147, 151

statue, 110, 118

stone, rock, pebble, 66, 68-70, 109, 112, 116,
139, 146

Sumerian, 24, 111, 138, 161

steppe, 14, 36, 84, 90, 109, 122, 124, 126-27,
151

sun, 26

swamp, marshland, 136

swearing, 29, 32, 53, 101, 125

sword, 109, 119

table, 25

tablet
“ancient, old.” 138, 162
“long,” 154-55
collection, 1-5

tale, 103, 113, 145-46, 160

tear, crying, 46, 49, 53, 55, 81, 135, 137, 143

temple, 4,5, 41, 103, 140-42

time, 107, 146

topos, 138, 146-47, 151, 157, 159

translation (ancient), 23, 26, 30, 38, 39

treaty, 24, 29, 30, 111

PURIFYING A HOUSE FROM BLoOD

vegetation, greenery, 58, 109-10

vessel, vase, pottery, bowl, pitcher, 23, 36,
49-51, 59, 68, 72, 82, 110, 117, 127, 132,
136, 139-40

water, 31, 33, 49, 51-52, 58, 60-62, 64, 66,
68, 72, 78, 89, 104, 108-10, 112-14, 116-19,
129, 136, 139, 141-42, 151

wax, 117

weapon, 146

wicker, 68,117

wind, 36-37, 64, 115,

window, 100, 103

wine, 49, 51, 56, 58, 66, 73, 79, 80, 82, 85, 91,

104, 117, 119, 136

wood, 91, 98, 102, 103, 117

writing, 1, 6, 157-58, 162-63

Geographical Names

Hattusa, 4, 27, 30, 38, 137, 141-42, 161

Hurma, 27,31

Istanuwa, 144

Kizzuwatna, 18, 21, 23, 27-31, 33, 38, 102,
117, 132-33, 137-40, 143, 148, 151, 157-58,
161

Lallupiya, 144

Mesopotamia, 21, 23, 24, 28, 38-39, 107,
109-11, 138, 157, 159-60

Mittani, 30, 111

Nineveh, 27-28, 62, 95, 113, 137

Sakarya (river), 144

Samuha, 27-28, 143

Personal Names

Ammihatna, 139-40
Hantitassu, 18, 27, 31
Iyarri, 144

Iriya, 137, 141-42, 154
Mallidunna, 147
Mastigga, 133,143, 158
Mati, 140

Tulbi, 140

Tunnawiya, 134, 146
Ziplantawiya, 144



ChST/19

CTH

51

76

261
323
324
325
326
327
333
334
335
343
344
345
346
348
372
376
377
378
382
395
399
400
401
403
404
409
414
421
434
443
447
448
449

456
458
471

Index of Texts Cited

33n48

30n40

25

32

146n49

100, 146n49

146149

146n49

146n49

103

146n49, 147

146n49

24

24

24, 146

100

24

155n10

155n10

155n10

143

151

18n25, 27, 31

144

137, 141, 141n33, 142n35, 154
135, 137, 141n33, 154
146, 146047, 147
133n5

134n6, 146n50
147n53

134n6

145, 145n43, 146, 147
117, 144

120n152
27,133, 133n4, 134, 134n6
28, 33n46, 105n136, 132, 133, 137,
137n21

140, 140n28

144, 146
120n152, 139

231

KBo

472
475
479
480
481
483
484
485
489
669
698
716
760
777
780
789

1.28
2.9+
5.2
6.2
6.3
6.5
9.115
9.146+
11.1
11.17+
13.104
13.131
13.145
14.26+
14.100
14.142
15.10
17.54+
17.65+
17.94
17.95
17.96

20.82

140, 154n9

117

102

143

143

137, 138

138, 138n22, 138n24, 139
143

154, 154n8

102

27n23

28,137, 137n20, 147
146n50

33n48

28n27

26

10

138

139

22n6

22n6

22n6
80n104, 117
140n29

151

146

145n45
136n18

18

146

105

27n23

144

145, 146
154

133

28, 28n30, 133
25, 28, 28n30, 33n46, 132n2,
132n3

147



232

KBo, continued
21.1
21.13
23.1+
24.45
24.93
29.202
29.205
35.193
39.258
43.319
46.17
53.29
54.14
55.8

KUB

7.13
7.29
13.2
15.31
15.34
15.35
17.10+:
17.14

134n6
105n136
140, 154n9
102, 103
102
144n40
144n40
137
140n30
143, 143n37, 143n38
119n150
143n38
141n32
100

140
144n40
32

138n22, 138n24, 138n25, 139

138,22
137, 138
23n7, 100
134n6

PURIFYING A HOUSE FROM BLoOD

17.18
17.26
21.7
24.7
27.34:
29.7
29.30
30.33
30.34+
30.35
30.36
30.50
33.67
33.106
33.118
35.92
36.83
38.2
39.99
44.59
48.38
57.63
60.75+
60.161

133, 134, 134n6
143, 143n37
123

123

25

123

113

136n14, 137
136, 141n32, 142
141, 142

136

142n35

103

146

100

140n29, 140n30
145n43
110n143
105n136

154n8

123

123

136

134, 135



