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Preface

The academic Festschrift is a genre traditionally reserved for recognizing and celebrating out-
standing scholarly achievement over the course of a career. This volume’s honorees, Elizabeth 
Bloch-Smith and Mark S. Smith, are most deserving of such recognition. “Each in their own 
way made important contributions to the field of Ancient Near Eastern studies”—Liz, in her 
“archaeological fieldwork and incisive analysis of ancient Near Eastern religion,” and Mark, 
in his “extensive and ground-breaking work in the fields of Israelite religion, Hebrew Bible, 
and Ugaritic studies” (Gitin). In this central way, then, this volume finds its place in a revered 
scholarly tradition. And yet another of the impulses animating the volume is decidedly less 
traditional. The honorees are plural—two—and married to one another, and thus Mark and 
Liz’s personal and professional lives for over forty years have been a deeply entangled affair—
one enmeshed with the other, both with their children and extended families, with friends and 
colleagues. So another end in view for this volume is to luxuriate in these happily entangled 
lives. To do so we feel is entirely appropriate for Liz and Mark, who they are and how they 
have chosen to live their lives and pursue their careers. But such an angle of approach is not 
without its own intellectual claims to make. An awareness of how thoroughly our scholarship 
is shaped and informed by the persons we are is foundational to many post-Enlightenment 
modalities of knowledge. The essays gathered here, individually and collectively, testify to the 
satisfying and incisive nature of such a way of knowing.

Mark and Liz have known about and participated in this project from the beginning. 
Together they drew up the initial list of potential contributors. They decided to limit the in-
vitations to colleagues who know them both equally well, personally and professionally. Of 
course, not everyone who was invited ended up contributing. The wisdom of Liz and Mark’s 
selection criteria is borne out by the fact that the acuity of insight achieved in these essays 
is matched by the genuine affection that motivated them. No general theme was articulated 
for the volume as a whole. Instead, contributors were asked to write on a topic of their own 
choosing, something of scholarly interest to them. The thinking here is that the best way to 
honor excellence in scholarly achievement is with achieved scholarship itself. If the topics 
also happen to intersect with aspects of Mark and/or Liz’s interests—as they often do—then 
so much the better.

In lieu of a proper introduction we open the volume with a contribution by the Smith 
children—Ben, Rachel, and Shula. In many ways, this essay epitomizes this volume, especially 
the angle of afmiration at which it is pitched—”Mom and Dad, we love you and we are so 
proud of you.” It offers witty and perceptive glimpses of moments in Liz and Mark’s careers 
viewed from the vantage point of their children. The essay is notable as well for being one 
of two in the volume to take up the topic of the waw-consecutive (who knew this thinnest of 
Mark’s stand-alone monographs would continue to be so generative after more than thirty 
years), and according to the essay’s subtitle, “Or, Putting the WAW in WAW Consecutive,” the 
authors appear to agree with Dobbs-Allsopp that the conjunctive waw in these formations 
remains productive (at least as late as Lamentations, see below).

The editors have organized the submitted contributions into four sections. This has been 
done mostly as a convenience for readers. Many of the essays could be fitted into multiple 
sections. The first section, Dimensions of Textuality, offers an eclectic mix of textual studies 
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ranging from the Dead Seas Scrolls (Crawford) to lexical and grammatical inquiries (Dewrell, 
Dobbs-Allsopp, Schart) to readings of two psalms (McCreesh, Spieckermann). The inspiration 
for the section comes from Sara Milstein’s  reminiscence about Mark in the classsroom and 
his “delighting in every grammatical conundrum” and  “proclivity for lingering however-
long-it-takes on a single word”—all “fueled by the largest cup of coffee I had ever seen some-
one ingest in one sitting.”  The “delight” in lingering over various textual “conundrums” (large 
and small) is what binds this group of studies together.

The second section, simply entitled Judges, unsurprisingly is very much the heart of 
the volume. There may be no more tangible sign of Mark and Liz’s “formidable partnership” 
(Gitin) than their Judges commentary for the Hermeneia series. The first volume has been 
published (2021), coming in at 744 pages (plus front matter). And they are now at work on 
the second volume, which no doubt will be just as monumental as the first and, as the Smith 
children shrewdly observe, may well take them “the rest of their lives.” As befitting any good 
commentary, the essays here are wide-ranging in focus, from text criticism (Milstein), a mis-
understood metaphor (Ornan), and history (Master, Monroe) to ethics (Niditch), including an 
essay on “Three Blind Men” (Ackerman). These studies do not so much seek to compete with 
Liz and Mark as to collaborate with them, to participate in a small way in this masterwork 
of their later lives. Something of this sensibility is captured well by Susan Ackerman in the 
closing paragraph of her contribution:

I ask this question, along with the others I have posed, at a time when the honorees of 
this collection of essays ... are jointly engaged in writing the second volume of a com-
mentary on Judges. I don’t necessarily expect them to take up my questions about Judges 
16, and even if they do, I don’t necessarily expect they will provide me (and all of us) with 
answers. But I know if anyone can take this discussion further, it is Mark and Liz, who 
throughout their careers have done so much to advance our understanding of the Bible 
and the greater biblical world.

Text may be read to many different ends. In the third section, Texts and Ideas, the ends in 
view in the essays gathered here are largely ideational in nature—personal piety (Barmash), 
creativity (James), emotion (keime), hope (Olson), second order thinking (Schmid), and the 
Aliyah from Egypt (van der Toorn). That is, these essays, to larger ans lesser degrees, query 
aspects of “Israel’s intellectuality” (Schmid).

The final section consists of three archaeological studies—Faust and Baruch on “Judah’s 
Burial Practices”; Gitin on “Trade”; and  Münger, Ortiz and Wolff on a “Seal Impression on 
a Mud Stopper” from Gezer. Archaeology ans material culture figure in other essays in the 
volume, but here they are the heart of the matter. If the volume’s initial section finds its inspi-
ration in Mark’s delight in lingering over every textual conundrum, this one is rooted in the 
dirt and Liz’s love of fieldwork. This is epitomized by a fragment of a memory lodged in the 
mind of one of the editors. In the summer of 1988, Chip Dobbs-Allsopp, taking a break from 
jackhammering through Byzantine layers in 38 upper at Ashkelon, wandered over to look 
down on the Iron Age layers of 38 lower where he longed to work. And it was Liz who looked 
up at him. She was squatting down, with a big, brimmed hat on her head, a trowel or fine 
brush in her hand, and a blissful smile that engulfed the whole of her face—this was a woman 
in her element. The opening and closing sections, like the figures of their incitement—Mark 
with his coffee lingering over words and Liz with her trowel working happily in the dirt, form 
a diptych that encloses the volume and fashions it into a whole.
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Telling Contexts is a title that signifies in layers, not unlike an ancient Levantine tell or 
an old Hebrew poem. At base the title focalizes the two primary disciplines of our honorees, 
archaeology (tell) and textual studies (texts). The use of italics permits each to mean on their 
own and in their own way. And yet as tell and texts become mashed up together phrasally, 
there is equally an insistence on their meaningful entanglement. Archaeology and the mate-
rial culture it uncovers provides the extra-textual context that is critical to any surpassing 
and maximally enfleshed reading of an ancient text. And texts, as they preserve bits of hu-
man language mediated through writing, importantly are articulate and telling in ways that 
are uniquely legible, and thus are equally critical to the interpretive work of archaeology 
in an effort to know more fully the people and events that produced the material remains 
archaeology recovers. Texts and contexts are mutually telling. And then there is the personal 
and professional mash-up of Liz with Mark and Mark with Liz that forms the larger contexts 
of their lives, lives lived with space for the one and the other and the two together, blended, 
entangled, happy, telling. Such lives as these we join to honor and celebrate. Liz and Mark, 
lehayim!

* * *
Julie Deluty and Heath Dewrell—with an assist from Matt Green—have borne the brunt 

of the editorial work for this volume. Chip Dobbs-Allsopp’s participation has been more cir-
cumscribed than originally anticipated, given the decline in his eyesight in recent years. The 
editors thank the contributors for their fine contributions to the volume and for their patience 
as we have worked to pull the volume together. We also thank Billie Jean Collins for her will-
ingness to publish the volume—Billie Jean  has her own longstanding relationship with our 
honorees, and thus publishing the volume with Lockwood Press seems most fitting.

The Editors
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Trade across Borders in Times of Conflict

Seymour Gitin
W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research, Jerusalem

Abstract: This study demonstrates that the acquisition of goods in times of war across 
borders separating two national entities—the Philistines and the Israelites—can overcome 
ethnic considerations, as well as political conflict. This is supported by the analyses of 
the asphalt used for coating pottery containers and the basalt stone artifacts excavated 
at Tel Miqne-Ekron in early Iron Age I and late Iron Age II strata, for which petroleum 
geochemistry techniques and energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence were employed.

It is both a privilege and a pleasure to contribute this article in honor of Elizabeth Bloch-
Smith and Mark S. Smith, two dear friends who have each in their own way made important 
contributions to the field of ancient Near Eastern studies. Together they make a formidable 
partnership, with Liz’s archaeological fieldwork and incisive analysis of ancient Near Eastern 
religion and Mark’s extensive and ground-breaking work in the fields of Israelite religion, 
Hebrew Bible, and Ugaritic studies.1

Studies of the economy, commercial exchange, and trade patterns of the Iron Age king-
doms of the southern Levant have served as the basis for reconstructing the history of their 
well-integrated economies in the seventh century BCE.2 One unusual aspect of that history, 
however, has yet to be documented, namely, the acquisition of goods across borders separat-
ing two national entities in times of war. Such a case exists for two such entities—the Phi-
listines and the Israelites—and two examples of this phenomenon are found in the material 
culture excavated at Tel Miqne-Ekron from the early Iron Age I of the twelfth century BCE 
and the late Iron Age II of the seventh century BCE.

The remains of asphalt were represented by pure lumps and coatings of bitumen on 
potsherds. A number of samples were submitted for analysis to Arie Nissenbaum of the De-
partment of Environmental Sciences and Energy Research, Weizmann Institute of Science, 
and the detailed results were published in Connan et al.3 The following is a brief summary of 
the results.

Employing the techniques of petroleum geochemistry, the Ekron samples were compared 
to natural asphalts from Dead Sea floating blocks (Israel) and asphalt from Wadi Weidaʿa 

1. Thanks go to Edna Sachar for her meticulous copyediting.
2. Avraham Faust and Ehud Weiss, “Judah, Philistia, and the Mediterranean World: Reconstructing the 
Economic System of the Seventh Century B.C.E.,” BASOR 338 (2005): 79–80, https://doi.org/10.1086/BA-
SOR25066890; John S. Holladay, “How Much Is That in . . . ? Monetization, Money, Royal States, and Empires,” 
in Exploring the Longue Durée: Essays in Honor of Lawrence E. Stager, ed. J. David Schloen (Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 2009), 207–22; Daniel M. Master, “Economy and Exchange in the Iron Age Kingdoms of the 
Southern Levant,” BASOR 372 (2014): 81–97, https://doi.org/10.5615/bullamerschoorie.372.0081.
3. Jacque Connan et al., “Asphalt in Iron Age Excavations from the Philistine Tel Miqne-Ekron City (Is-
rael): Origin and Trade Routes,” Organic Geochemistry 37 (2006): 1768–86, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.orggeo-
chem.2006.08.015.

https://doi.org/10.5913/2026634.21

https://doi.org/10.1086/BASOR25066890
https://doi.org/10.1086/BASOR25066890
https://doi.org/10.5615/bullamerschoorie.372.0081
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.orggeochem.2006.08.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.orggeochem.2006.08.015
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(Jordan) and Hasbeya (Lebanon) and showed a correlation with Dead Sea bitumen. The as-
phalts were used for coating pottery containers in order to transport liquids, probably wine or 
oil, at different times over a six-hundred-year time-span—the period of the establishment of 
the early city of Ekron and the final phase before its demise. The asphalt trade posed no prob-
lem in the seventh century BCE, since Judah and Philistia were both under the control of the 
Neo-Assyrian Empire in the framework of the pax Assyriaca and apparently, a sealed border 
did not exist between them. In the twelfth century BCE, however, asphalt from the Dead Sea 
had to be transported across very hostile territory due to the almost continuous wars between 
the Israelites and the Philistines, as described in the Hebrew Bible.4

The second example involves basalt artifacts from Tel Miqne-Ekron, from which thirty-
six samples were taken from grindstones, saddle querns, bowls, and an altar for chemical and 
petrological analysis and geological source provenancing. These analyses were conducted 
by Olwen Williams-Thorpe at the Open University, Department of Earth Sciences, Milton 
Keynes, UK. The following is a brief summary of the published results.5

The basalt samples came from contexts ranging in date from the twelfth–sixth centuries 
BCE and were representative of material found in all four major occupation zones at Ekron—
fortifications, industrial, domestic, and elite. They were analyzed for ten trace elements, and 
eight samples were analyzed for major elements using energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence. 
Of the thirty-six samples, thirty-five are of within-plate volcanics and are divided into five 
analytical groups, with three ungrouped samples. At least eight different lava sources were 
exploited at Tel Miqne, which were compared with potential sources in Egypt and the Le-
vant (Israel, Syria, and Jordan) for assigning geological provenances. The lava samples that 
had analytical matches indicated sources from the west Tiberias area or neighboring Jordan 
Plateau. One sample that was not lava but rather gabbro or dolerite may have been from the 
ophiolite complex of Cyprus or from northern Syria.

The lava types show no correlation with sample dating or findspot within the site, but 
do show some correlation with artifact types: almost all the bowls and the single mortar and 
altar samples analyzed are of Group 2 (Tiberias area or northern Syria). Most of the Tel Miqne 
samples are not from the same flows used elsewhere in Israel in the prehistoric through Ro-
man periods, but Group 4 is similar to saddle querns from the Jezreel Valley and may be from 
the same source in the Tiberias area.

One source (of Group 4) was used from the twelfth–tenth and seventh or sixth centu-
ries BCE. Tel Miqne Group 4, however, is analytically similar to three saddle querns from 
Yoqneʿam and Tel Qiri in the Jezreel Valley dated to the thirteenth and eighth centuries BCE 

4. Of the 919 biblical references to the foes of the ancient Israelites, 423 (46 percent) are to the Philistines, 
making them Israel’s most significant enemy. Seymour Gitin, “Philistia in Transition: The Tenth Century and 
Beyond,” in Mediterranean Peoples in Transition: Thirteenth to Early Tenth Centuries B.C.E., ed. Seymour Gitin, 
Amihai Mazar, and Ephraim Stern (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 1998), 162–64 nn. 2, 4–5. Conflicts 
between the ancient Israelites and the Philistines cited in the Bible that can be related to the Iron Age I in-
clude, among others, the Samson stories in Judg 13:1 and 15; the capture of the ark of the covenant in 1 Sam 
4:1–10; the Battle of Eben-Ezer in 1 Sam 7:3–14; and the battle at Mt. Gilboa in 1 Sam 31 (Gitin “Philistia in 
Transition,” 163–64).
5. Olwyn Williams-Thorpe, “Analysis and Geological Provenancing of Grindstones and Other Stone Arti-
facts,” in Tel Miqne-Ekron Objects and Material Culture Studies: Middle Bronze Age II through Iron Age II, ed. 
Seymour Gitin, Tel Miqne-Ekron Final Report Series 14.1, Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East Publica-
tions (College Park, PA: Eisenbrauns, 2025), 341–56.
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and assigned to the Tiberias area. Provenance tests indicate that the samples of basalt tools 
came from the Golan region in the north.

As in the case of asphalt, the need for basalt was not hindered by the fact that the mate-
rial had to be obtained from a region controlled by the Israelites, who were at war with the 
Philistines in the Iron Age I and required penetration of the border that separated them. It 
seems that the needs of commerce can overcome ethnic and religious considerations, as well 
as political conflict, and penetrate even hostile border areas.

Obtaining goods by one nation from another with which it is at war is apparently a phe-
nomenon that has occurred in other periods of history, for example, during the Napoleonic 
Wars of the early nineteenth century CE. Quoting C. J. B. Gaskoin:

By the Treaty of Tilsit, in 1807, Napoleon made peace with the Czar of Russia, Alexander 
I, (and) started his “Continental System”…—an attempt to destroy her [England] by ruin-
ing her commerce…. Napoleon had forbidden the importation into France, or any country 
allied with her, of any goods from England or her colonies. One Power after another had 
accepted his System and shut its ports against English trade…. Napoleon issued Decrees 
declaring the whole British Isles to be blockaded also, and all ships found trading with 
them to be the lawful prizes of his navy. Thus, he hoped at last to destroy England’s 
power. He could not invade her, or defeat her navy, but he might perhaps cut off her 
trade. And then, unable to sell her own manufactures, or the produce of her colonies, 
she would grow poorer and poorer, and at last, becoming bankrupt, must yield to any 
terms that he might choose to make…. Again, even where the Continental System was 
nominally accepted, it could never be carried out completely. Every soldier in Napoleon’s 
armies would have had to become a customs officer if all the long coastline of Europe had 
been strictly watched. Moreover, the continental demand for English manufactures and 
English colonial produce was too strong to be altogether resisted…. Thus, many things 
must come from England if they were to be had at all. And—as she had seized nearly all 
the colonies of other countries—this was almost as true of colonial produce as of manu-
factured goods…. So, Napoleon’s own soldiers marched into Russia in boots and coats 
that came from Northampton and Manchester. He had, indeed, to grant licenses expressly 
allowing traders to break the rules that he himself had set up.6

Thus, history teaches that the acquisition of goods by one nation from a region separated 
from it by a nation state with which it is at war does not necessarily hinder such a transaction 
when need dictates.
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