
The Syro-Levantine Correspondence

The Am
arna Letters

Jacob Lauinger | Tyler R. YoderDuring Egypt’s Eighteenth Dynasty (ca. 1550–1292 bce), the New Kingdom 
pharaohs campaigned repeatedly in Syria and the Levant, establishing political 
control over much of the region. As a result of these conquests, the rulers of 
Levantine city-states sent letters written in Akkadian in the cuneiform script on 
clay tablets to the Egyptian pharaohs. So, too, did the kings of the other great 
geopolitical powers of the time—Assyria, Babylonia, Hatti, and Mittani—maintain 
an active diplomatic correspondence with Egypt’s pharaohs. 
 
Beginning in the nineteenth century ce, local farmers and, later, archaeologists 
working at Akhetaten (modern Tell el-Amarna), the one-time Egyptian capital, 
discovered remnants of this correspondence, mostly dating to the reigns 
of Amenhotep III (ca. 1388–1350 bce) and his son and successor Akhenaten 
(ca. 1350–1333 bce), with some dating to Tutankhamun (ca. 1333–1323 bce). This is 
a period of increasing friction as the great powers sought to extend their borders. 
The Amarna Letters thus illuminate a pivotal point in Egypt’s foreign relations 
during the Late Bronze Age. Even though they provide us with a narrow window 
of only about thirty years’ time (1358–1325 bce), they are an important witness 
to the general nature of Egypt’s diplomatic relations during the Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth Dynasties. 
 
This new, digitally borne edition of the Amarna Letters offers the first complete 
collection of the letters with responsible transliterations that have been checked 
against available photographs and hand copies; clear and consistent translations; 
and an up-to-date and extensive bibliography. As such it is, and will remain, an 
essential resource.
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