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cal constructions—usually within a system collapse framework—understudied is the evidence 
for the net social, economic, and cultural effects of warfare during this period upon so-called 
peripheral zones. This study revisits this context during the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1550–1100 
BCE) across the Levant, Anatolia, and northern Mesopotamia with the aim of highlighting the 
implicit textual evidence for the impact of imperial warfare upon and state claims over the 
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both the Hittite and Egyptian Empires maintained a presence throughout this period, adopting 
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Keywords: Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age – Levant – Anatolia – refugees – forced migration 
– empire – treaties – warfare

Andrew Burlingame

“To the King, My Master”: Epistolary Evidence for Ugaritian 
Agents Abroad	 21
Abstract: This study is designed to contribute to two related lines of research interest, located at 
the intersection of administrative mobility and epistolary and scribal practice in the kingdom 
of Ugarit during Late Bronze Age. The study gathers examples of letters sent to the king of 
Ugarit by individuals who describe themselves as his “servants,” evaluating each to determine 
whether the Ugaritian status of the sender as well as a position outside the kingdom at the time 
of dispatch can be determined. Examples that satisfy these conditions provide previously un-
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an evaluation of the criterial value of such protocol in historical reconstruction as well as the 
evidence provided by letters sent from Ugaritians abroad for matters of script and language 
selection. Finally, a specific test case concerning Ugaritian agents in Amurru is revisited in light 
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shifts. Collectively, the three tiers reveal a situation wherein the production and consumption of 
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PREFACE

Since 2010, every four years, researchers from diverse specializations have con-
vened at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. These scholars en-
compass historians, philologists, linguists, archaeologists, and experts in ancient 
religions, all of whom focus their professional attention on the geographically ex-
tensive region spanning from modern Sudan to Anatolia and Elam. Their common 
research interest is the selected theme of the conference. In 2022, during the fourth 
iteration of the Crossroads conference, the central theme was “Migration and Mo-
bility.” From September 19–22, 2022, this conference, organized as a collaboration 
between the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Studies and the Czech Institute of 
Egyptology, featured a total of 34 papers, 19 of which are included in this volume.

Movement and mobility represent intertwined concepts that have persisted 
throughout human history. The act of moving from one place to another is, how-
ever, intricately tied to the challenges that hinder it. These obstacles can either 
be natural in origin or the product of human design aimed at constraining the 
movement of individuals or groups. Furthermore, movement and mobility can 
also manifest themselves within society, encompassing the fluid shifts of people 
within the social hierarchy and the transitions between various social groups. 
The transfer of words, technologies, and religious ideologies often accompanies 
these human movements. The region of ancient western Asia and northeast Africa 
serves as a rich repository of evidence for these forms of movement and mobility, 
extensively documented through written sources and material culture.

The initial part of the volume comprises contributions that share a collective 
interest in the political dimensions of migration and the mobility of individuals 
and populations. Aaron A. Burke delves into the intricate relationship between 
empires and refugees within the Late Bronze Age eastern Mediterranean, while 
Andrew Burlingame explores the fortunes of specific Ugaritic merchants abroad. 
Yoram Cohen and Eduardo Torrecilla focus on the precarious political circum-
stances, population movements, and safeguarding of trade routes on the eastern 
fringes of the Hittite Empire. Susan Cohen offers an archaeological perspective on 
the boundaries of what we traditionally identify as the southern Levant during the 
Middle Bronze Age. Steven Garfinkle revisits the recurring theme of Amorite mo-
bility during the Third Dynasty of Ur, presenting both a spatial and social perspec-
tive. Jacob Lauinger analyzes population movements in the Alalakh region during 
the Middle and Late Bronze Age. Ellen Morris provides a profound examination of 
the forced mobility of women in the ancient world through compelling narratives, 
while Jana Mynářová sheds light on the existence and understanding of borders 
and boundaries in the Late Bronze Age Levant. Seth Richardson’s contribution 
scrutinizes the social aspect, examining the situation in Mesopotamia during the 
Old Babylonian period.

The second part of the volume delves into the mobility of ideas, concepts, 
and languages. Ludovica Bertolini reflects on the boundaries imposed by differ-
ent life stages, while Paul Delnero traces the movement of ideas and languages 
through the journey of Mesopotamian literary works to Tell el-Amarna in Egypt. 
Related to the use of language is Federico Giusfredi’s contribution, which raises 
the crucial question of whether Hurrian served as a spoken language in Central 
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Anatolia during the Middle Bronze Age and the early days of the Hittite state. 
Anne Goddeeris’s study centers on the social ascent of an individual named Adad-
ēṭir, whose story is elucidated through an inscription from the British Museum. 
Adam Miglio’s contribution delves into the realm of Gilgameš, divinatory texts 
like Enūma Anu Enlil, and the astrological compilation MUL.APIN. Finally, Kevin 
McGeough contemplates how archaeological theories concerning migration, mo-
bility, social evolution, and other pivotal elements influence our understanding of 
the Bronze Age.

The third and final part contains four contributions pertaining to material cul-
ture and administration. Jacob Damm scrutinizes Egyptian-style pottery discov-
ered at sites in the southern Levant during the Late Bronze Age, while Ann-Kath-
rin Jeske examines the role of the Egyptian administrative and economic system 
in the southern Levant through a comparison of material culture and written ev-
idence from the Proto- and Early Dynastic periods and the Eighteenth Dynasty. 
Marie-Kristin Schröder utilizes ceramic material from the so-called C-group, one 
of the Middle Nubian cultures from the late third to the early second millennium 
BCE, to trace interactions between Egypt and Kerma. Sandra Veprauskienė’s pa-
per explores local enactment practices in the Dakhla Oasis, the westernmost point 
of interest for the Egyptian rulers of the Middle Kingdom.

This conference owes its existence to the support of the European Region-
al Development Fund project “Creativity and Adaptability as Conditions for the 
Success of Europe in an Interconnected World” (Reg. No.: CZ.02.1.01/0.0/0.0/16_0
19/0000734). The preparation of the manuscript received support from the Czech 
Science Foundation within the project GA ČR 23-05181S “Archaeology of Texts: 
Tradition, Transmission, and Transformation in the Ancient Near East” and the 
Charles University Cooperatio program (Archaeology). The editors of this volume 
extend their heartfelt gratitude to all participants of the Crossroads IV conference, 
whether their papers are featured in this volume or not. Their contributions, along 
with their comments, suggestions, advice, and critiques, formed the foundation for 
the constructive discussions and friendly atmosphere that permeated our gath-
ering. We also express our appreciation to the numerous anonymous reviewers 
who generously offered their assistance and expertise, significantly enhancing the 
quality of the studies published in this volume. Additionally, we thank our under-
graduate and graduate students for their invaluable contributions, which played a 
pivotal role in the overall success of the conference. We would also like to thank 
everyone at Lockwood Press, especially Billie Jean Collins, for providing a new 
home for the Crossroads series and for making the results of our collaboration 
available to other researchers.

In Prague and Cambridge, September 10, 2023
Jana Mynářová, Ludovica Bertolini, Federico Zangani
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