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has been given to the major factors in the decline and eventual disappearance of these politi-
cal constructions—usually within a system collapse framework—understudied is the evidence
for the net social, economic, and cultural effects of warfare during this period upon so-called
peripheral zones. This study revisits this context during the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1550-1100
BCE) across the Levant, Anatolia, and northern Mesopotamia with the aim of highlighting the
implicit textual evidence for the impact of imperial warfare upon and state claims over the
region’s communities. Refugee policies, as articulated among treaties, edicts, and international
correspondence, are examined to highlight the persistence of forced migration and resettlement,
its scale and frequency during this period. Particular attention is focused on the Levant where
both the Hittite and Egyptian Empires maintained a presence throughout this period, adopting
analogous policies toward the repatriation of refugees, just as also evidently occurred between
vassals within the Levant. With the decline of these empires, it is suggested that there followed
a decline in the curation of refugee movements, which is of central importance to understanding
the emerging social and political landscape of the early Iron Age.
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whether the Ugaritian status of the sender as well as a position outside the kingdom at the time
of dispatch can be determined. Examples that satisfy these conditions provide previously un-
derstudied evidence for the activities of Ugaritian agents abroad. At the same time, this dataset
allows us to consider related questions of epistolary and scribal protocol. The study presents
an evaluation of the criterial value of such protocol in historical reconstruction as well as the
evidence provided by letters sent from Ugaritians abroad for matters of script and language
selection. Finally, a specific test case concerning Ugaritian agents in Amurru is revisited in light
of more recent textual, onomastic, and prosopographic data.
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dynamics that could be explained through social scientific analysis. Whether positing external-
ist or internalist models, issues of movement have been further complicated by the overlapping
of ancient and modern conceptions of ethnicity, race, and statehood. Given the complex emic
categories of people known from the Bronze Age Near East, this region and period is both rich
in evidence and problematic for interpretation in regard to the movement of people. This study
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Abstract: Despite varying interpretations regarding the social significance of the phenomenon,
the presence of large quantities of locally manufactured Egyptian-style pottery at Late Bronze
Age sites throughout the southern Levant has been regarded as a key datapoint for understand-
ing local manifestations of the New Kingdom empire. Treatments have differed but have largely
sought to assess whether the forms provide direct evidence for the presence of Egyptians. In
this study, I propose a new, multilevel approach for assessing the social significance of Egyp-
tian-style pottery as it pertains to Egypto-Levantine interaction. Drawing on theories of prac-
tice, I analyze the phenomenon within three distinct tiers of social interaction: the community
of specialists that produced Egyptian-style pottery, the imperial administration that saw to the
provisioning of the garrison community, and the garrison community that adopted, adapted,
and—at times—rejected the new forms. By examining ceramic production and consumption
patterns over time within the key garrison sites of Jaffa (Israel) and Beth Shean (Israel), several
points about social relations can be clarified. First, at the level of the potters, the community of
practice that produced Egyptian-style ceramics remained fully separate from their Levantine
counterparts over three centuries of imperial occupation. Indeed, the group was potentially
derived from potters from Egypt brought in specifically to supply the garrison and cycled out
regularly. At the level of the garrison administration, there seems to have been a certain degree
of top-down provisioning wherein a select group of ceramic forms were deemed necessary to
sustain specific foodways derived from Egyptian modes of doing. While this top-down initiative
likely structured the body of forms made available at the site, it must be separated from the use
and appreciation of Egyptian-style forms that occurred on a day-to-day basis. This final social
sphere, the garrison population that utilized these ceramic forms, demonstrates dynamic shifts
in consumption patterns that often correspond with major—sometimes violent—sociopolitical
shifts. Collectively, the three tiers reveal a situation wherein the production and consumption of
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PREFACE

Since 2010, every four years, researchers from diverse specializations have con-
vened at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. These scholars en-
compass historians, philologists, linguists, archaeologists, and experts in ancient
religions, all of whom focus their professional attention on the geographically ex-
tensive region spanning from modern Sudan to Anatolia and Elam. Their common
research interest is the selected theme of the conference. In 2022, during the fourth
iteration of the Crossroads conference, the central theme was “Migration and Mo-
bility” From September 19-22, 2022, this conference, organized as a collaboration
between the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Studies and the Czech Institute of
Egyptology, featured a total of 34 papers, 19 of which are included in this volume.

Movement and mobility represent intertwined concepts that have persisted
throughout human history. The act of moving from one place to another is, how-
ever, intricately tied to the challenges that hinder it. These obstacles can either
be natural in origin or the product of human design aimed at constraining the
movement of individuals or groups. Furthermore, movement and mobility can
also manifest themselves within society, encompassing the fluid shifts of people
within the social hierarchy and the transitions between various social groups.
The transfer of words, technologies, and religious ideologies often accompanies
these human movements. The region of ancient western Asia and northeast Africa
serves as a rich repository of evidence for these forms of movement and mobility,
extensively documented through written sources and material culture.

The initial part of the volume comprises contributions that share a collective
interest in the political dimensions of migration and the mobility of individuals
and populations. Aaron A. Burke delves into the intricate relationship between
empires and refugees within the Late Bronze Age eastern Mediterranean, while
Andrew Burlingame explores the fortunes of specific Ugaritic merchants abroad.
Yoram Cohen and Eduardo Torrecilla focus on the precarious political circum-
stances, population movements, and safeguarding of trade routes on the eastern
fringes of the Hittite Empire. Susan Cohen offers an archaeological perspective on
the boundaries of what we traditionally identify as the southern Levant during the
Middle Bronze Age. Steven Garfinkle revisits the recurring theme of Amorite mo-
bility during the Third Dynasty of Ur, presenting both a spatial and social perspec-
tive. Jacob Lauinger analyzes population movements in the Alalakh region during
the Middle and Late Bronze Age. Ellen Morris provides a profound examination of
the forced mobility of women in the ancient world through compelling narratives,
while Jana Mynafova sheds light on the existence and understanding of borders
and boundaries in the Late Bronze Age Levant. Seth Richardson’s contribution
scrutinizes the social aspect, examining the situation in Mesopotamia during the
Old Babylonian period.

The second part of the volume delves into the mobility of ideas, concepts,
and languages. Ludovica Bertolini reflects on the boundaries imposed by differ-
ent life stages, while Paul Delnero traces the movement of ideas and languages
through the journey of Mesopotamian literary works to Tell el-Amarna in Egypt.
Related to the use of language is Federico Giusfredi’s contribution, which raises
the crucial question of whether Hurrian served as a spoken language in Central
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Anatolia during the Middle Bronze Age and the early days of the Hittite state.
Anne Goddeeris’s study centers on the social ascent of an individual named Adad-
&tir, whose story is elucidated through an inscription from the British Museum.
Adam Miglio’s contribution delves into the realm of Gilgames, divinatory texts
like Enima Anu Enlil, and the astrological compilation MUL.APIN. Finally, Kevin
McGeough contemplates how archaeological theories concerning migration, mo-
bility, social evolution, and other pivotal elements influence our understanding of
the Bronze Age.

The third and final part contains four contributions pertaining to material cul-
ture and administration. Jacob Damm scrutinizes Egyptian-style pottery discov-
ered at sites in the southern Levant during the Late Bronze Age, while Ann-Kath-
rin Jeske examines the role of the Egyptian administrative and economic system
in the southern Levant through a comparison of material culture and written ev-
idence from the Proto- and Early Dynastic periods and the Eighteenth Dynasty.
Marie-Kristin Schroder utilizes ceramic material from the so-called C-group, one
of the Middle Nubian cultures from the late third to the early second millennium
BCE, to trace interactions between Egypt and Kerma. Sandra Veprauskiené’s pa-
per explores local enactment practices in the Dakhla Oasis, the westernmost point
of interest for the Egyptian rulers of the Middle Kingdom.

This conference owes its existence to the support of the European Region-
al Development Fund project “Creativity and Adaptability as Conditions for the
Success of Europe in an Interconnected World” (Reg. No.: CZ.02.1.01/0.0/0.0/16_0
19/0000734). The preparation of the manuscript received support from the Czech
Science Foundation within the project GA CR 23-05181S “Archaeology of Texts:
Tradition, Transmission, and Transformation in the Ancient Near East” and the
Charles University Cooperatio program (Archaeology). The editors of this volume
extend their heartfelt gratitude to all participants of the Crossroads IV conference,
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ick Lewis Collection, Part II. MVN 13. Roma: Multigrafi-
ca Editrice 1984.

NABU Nouvelles Assyriologiques Bréves et Utilitaires

NEAHL Stern, E. - J. Aviram — A. Lewinson Gilboa. The New
Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy
Land. 5 vols. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society
1992-2008.
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Nisaba 33

Nesr. C 1

OA

OBO
obv.
OECT
OECT 15

OIP
OIP 27

OIS
0OjA
OLA
OLZ
OpAth
ORA
ORACC

OrNS
PAe
PBS
PBS 8/1
PEQ

PIHANS

PRU2

Tohru O., in collaboration with D.I. Owen and P.
Notizia. The Lost and Found Cuneiform Collections Re-
discovered. With copies by Herbert Sauren. Nisaba 33.
Messina: DICAM 2020.

Nesredilmemis C 1, “unpublished” tablet, mentioned
in DTCFD 5, 440, then published in M.T. Larsen, Status
and Offices of an Anatolian Gentleman: Two unpub-
lished letters of Huharimataku from Karum Kanish.
In K. Emre — M. Mellink - N. Ozgiic, eds., Anatolia
and the Ancient Near East. Studies in Honor of Tahsin
Ozgii¢/Tahsin Ozgii¢’e armagan. Ankara: Tiirk Tarih
Kurumu Basimevi 1989, 515-525 (based only on a
transliteration by B. Landsberger).

Oriens Antiquus

Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis

obverse

Oxford Editions of Cuneiform Texts

Dalley, S. Old Babylonian Texts in the Ashmolean Mu-
seum, Mainly from Larsa, Sippar, Kish, and Lagaba.
OECT 15. Oxford: Clarendon Press 2005.

Oriental Institute Publications

Gelb, L]. Researches in Anatolia, Vol. 6: Inscriptions
from Alishar and Vicinity. OIP 27. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press 1935.

Oriental Institute Seminars

Oxford Journal of Archaeology

Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta

Orientalistische Literaturzeitung

Opuscula Athenensia

Orientalische Religionen in der Antike

The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus. http://
oracc.museum.upenn.edu/.

Orientalia, Nova Series

Probleme der Agyptologie

Publications of the Babylonian Section, University of
Pennsylvania

Chiera, E. Legal and Administrative Documents from
Nippur, Chiefly from the Dynasties of Isin and Larsa.
PBS 8/1. Philadelphia: University Museum 1914.
Palestine Exploration Quarterly

Publications de I'Institut historique-archéologique
néerlandais de Stamboul

Virolleaud, C. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit II: Textes en
cunéiforms alphabétiques des archives est, ouest et cen-
trales. MRS 7. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1957.
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PRU 4
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RdE
rev.

RIH

RIMA
RIME
RIME 4

Riv. Stor. Ital.
RIA

RS

RSO
RSO 7

RSO 14

RSO 23

RSQ
S&N
SAA

Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit III: Textes accadi-
ens et hourrites des archives est, ouest et centrales. MRS
6. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1955.

Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit IV: Textes accadi-
ens des archives sud (Archives internationales). MRS 9.
Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1956.

Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit VI: Textes en
cunéiformes babyloniens des archives du grand palais et
du palais sud d’Ugarit. MRS 12. Paris: Imprimerie Na-
tionale 1970.

recto

Revue d’Assyriologie et d’Archéologie Orientale

Revue d’Egyptologie

reverse

Revue de UHistoire des Religions

Ras Ibn Hani; P. Bordreuil — D.G. Pardee. La trouvaille
épigraphique de I’'Ougarit 1. Concordance. RSO 5. Paris:
Editions Recherche sur les Civilisations 1989. P. Bor-
dreuil - D.G. Pardee - C. Roche-Hawley (eds.). Ras
Ibn Hani II: Les textes en écritures cunéiformes de I'dge
du Bronze récent (fouilles 1977 a 2002). Bibliothéque
Archéologique et Historique 214. Beirut: Institut
Francais du Proche-Orient 2019.

Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Assyrian Periods
Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Early Periods
Frayne, D. Old Babylonian Period (2003—-1595 BC).
RIME 4. Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1990.
Rivista storica italiana

Reallexikon der Assyriologie und vorderasiatischen
Archdologie, 15 vols. Berlin: de Gruyter 1922-2018.
Ras Shamra; P. Bordreuil — D.G. Pardee, La trouvaille
épigraphique de ’Ougarit, 1: Concordance. RSO 5. Paris:
Editions Recherche sur les Civilisations 1989.

Ras Shamra-Ougarit

Bordreuil, P. Une bibliothéque au sud de la ville*. Les
textes de la 34e campagne (1973). RSO 7. Paris: Editions
Recherche sur les Civilisations 1991.

Yon, M. — D. Arnaud, eds. Etudes ougaritiques I:
Travaux 1985-1995. RSO 14. Paris: Editions Recherche
sur les Civilisations 2001.

Lackenbacher, S. — F. Malbran-Labat. Lettres en akka-
dien de la “Maison d’Urténu”: Fouilles de 1994. RSO 23.
Leuven: Peeters 2016.

Refugee Survey Quarterly

Sudan & Nubia

State Archives of Assyria
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SAAB
SAHL
SAK
SANER
SAOC
SEL
SemClas
SHAYF
SHCANE

SMEA
SpTUTI

StBoT
STT

TA
TBR

TCL 2

TLOB 1

Tro.
UF
Ugaritica 5

UM

Kwasman T. - S. Parpola. Legal Transactions of the
Royal Court of Niniveh, Part 1: Tiglath-Pileser III
through Esarhaddon. SAA 6. Helsinki: Helsinki Univer-
sity Press 1991.

State Archives of Assyria Bulletin

Studies in the Archaeology and History of the Levant
Studien zur Altdgyptischen Kultur

Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records

Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization

Studi Epigrafici a Linguistici sul Vicino Oriente Antico
Semitica et Classica

Studies in the History and Archaeology of Jordan
Studies in the History and Culture of the Ancient Near
East

Studi Micenei ed Egeo-Anatolici

von Weiher, E. Spdtbabylonische Texte aus Uruk, Teil
III. Ausgrabungen der Deutschen Forschungsgemein-
schaft in Uruk-Warka 12. Berlin: Gebr. Mann 1988.
Studien zu den Bogazkdy-Texten

Gurney, O.R. - JJ. Finkelstein. The Sultantepe Tablets,
Vol. 1. Occasional Publications of the British Institute
of Archaeology at Ankara 3. London: British Institute
of Archaeology at Ankara 1957. O.R. Gurney - P. Hu-
lin, The Sultantepe Tablets, Vol. 2. Occasional Publica-
tions of the British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara
7. London: The British Institute of Archaeology at An-
kara 1964.

Tel Aviv

Arnaud, D. Textes syriens de I’dge du bronze récent.
AuOr Supplementa 1. Barcelona: Ausa 1991.

de Genouillac, H. Tablettes de Dréhem, publiées avec
inventaire et tables. Textes cunéiformes du Louvre 2.
Paris: P. Geuthner 1911.

Richardson, S.F.C. Texts from the Late Old Babylonian
Period. JCS Supplemental 2. Boston: American Schools
of Oriental Research 2010.

Euripides, Trojan Women

Ugarit-Forschungen

Nougayrol, J. Textes suméro-accadiens des archives

et bibliothéques privées d’Ugarit. In Ugaritica V:
Nouveaux textes accadiens, hourrites et ugaritiques des
archives et bibliothéques privées d’Ugarit, commentaires
des textes historiques (premiére partie). MRS 16. Biblio-
théque Archéologique et Historique 80. Paris: Imprim-
erie Nationale 1968, 1-446.

Museum siglum, Museum of Archaeology and Anthro-
pology, University of Pennsylvania
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VAT
VO
VS§7

VS 11

VS 22

VT

WAW
World Dev.
WVDOG
YNER
YOS

YOS 2

YOS 5

YOS 13

YOS 14

ZA
ZAR
ZAS

ZDPV
ZSR

XXX

Museum siglum, Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin
Vicino Oriente

Ungnad, A. Kontrakte und Listen. Vorderasiatische
Schriftdenkmaler der Koniglichen Museen zu Berlin 7.
Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs 1909.
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Koéniglichen Museen zu Berlin 11. Leipzig: J. C. Hin-
richs 1915.
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asiatische Schriftdenkmaler der Staatlichen Museen zu
Berlin 22. Berlin: Akademie-Verlag 1983.
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World Development

Wissenschaftliche Veroffentlichung der Deutschen
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Yale Near Eastern Researches

Yale Oriental Series, Babylonian Texts

Lutz, HF. Early Babylonian Letters from Larsa. YOS 2.
New Haven: Yale University Press 1917.

Grice, E.M. Records from Ur and Larsa Dated in the Lar-
sa Dynasty. YOS 5. New Haven: Yale University Press
1919.

Finkelstein, J.J. Late Old Babylonian Documents and
Letters. YOS 13. New Haven: Yale University Press
1972.

Simmons, S.D., with the collaboration of E.C. Kings-
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Haven: Yale University Press 1978.
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Archdologie
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