—
P
-
wn
o
[
~
=
=
=
o
L
M

Three Centuries of Near Eastern Learning at Yale

From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond




From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond



From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and re-
cording, or by means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may
be expressly permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writing from the publisher.
Requests for permission should be addressed in writing to Lockwood Press, PO
Box 1080, Columbus, GA 31902 USA.

Copyright © 2023 by Lockwood Press

ISBN: 978-1-957454-93-1

Cover design by Susanne Wilhelm.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Foster, Benjamin R. (Benjamin Read), author.

Title: From New Haven to Nineveh and beyond : three centuries of Near Eastern learning at
Yale / Benjamin R. Foster.

Other titles: Three centuries of Near Eastern learning at Yale

Description: Columbus, Georgia : Lockwood Press, 2023. | Includes bibliographical refer-
ences and index. | Summary: “Over the course of three centuries, Yale has been actively
and seriously engaged in Near Eastern learning, in both senses of the term-training stu-
dents in the knowledge and skills needed to understand the languages and civilizations
of the region, and supporting generations of scholars renowned for their erudition and
pathbreaking research. From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond traces the history of
these endeavors through extensive use of unpublished archival materials, including let-
ters, diaries, and records of institutional decisions. Developments at Yale are set against
the wider background of changing American attitudes towards the Near East, as well as
evolving ideas about the role of the academy and its curriculum in educating undergradu-
ate and graduate students. Numerous illustrations, many of them previously unpublished,
round out this vivid portrait of three centuries of Near Eastern learning at Yale’— Pro-
vided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2023032290 (print) | LCCN 2023032291 (ebook) | ISBN 9781957454931

(hardcover) | ISBN 9781957454924 (adobe pdf)

Subjects: LCSH: Yale University. Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations.
| Public opinion—United States. | Middle East—Study and teaching (Higher)—United
States—History. | Middle East—Foreign public opinion, American.

Classification: LCC DS61.9.U62 Y34 2023 (print) | LCC DS61.9.U62 (ebook) | DDC
303.3/80973—dc23/eng/20230719

LC record available at https://lccnloc.gov/2023032290

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023032291

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).



From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond

Three Centuries of Near Eastern Learning at Yale

Benjamin R. Foster

LOCKWOOD PRESS

Columbus, Georgia
2023






Contents

Acknowledgments
Preface

List of Plates
Abbreviations

Chapter 1. Oriental Learning in Early New England, 1620-1800

1.1. Prelude: “I must begine at the very roote & rise”
1.2. The Last Puritan

1.3. Hebrew in the Wigwam

1.4. Yankee Hebrew and Christian Doctrine

1.5. New England Linguists Cast Adrift

1.6. Eliphalet Pearson: Going through the Motions
1.7. William Bentley: A Reputation for Learning

1.8. Ezra Stiles: Renaissance Orientalist

Chapter 2. Yankees in Eden: Adventures in Language, 1800-1886

2.1. New Modes of Language Learning and the “Liberal Movement”
2.2. Biblical Languages and the Founding of Divinity Schools

2.3. Moses Stuart and the First Hebrew Awakening

2.4. A Connecticut Yankee at Gesenius’s Court

2.5. Josiah Gibbs: Words Have Lives of Their Own

2.6. Noah Webster: The Semitic Origins of English

2.7. An American Hebrew Bible

2.8. Edward Salisbury: Lonely Orientalist

2.9. Salisbury and the Beginnings of Graduate Education

2.10. Salisbury and the American Oriental Society

2.11. Salisbury the Humanist

2.12. Language, Scripture, Linguistics

2.13. William Dwight Whitney and the Superiority of Indo-European

Chapter 3. Toward an American Semitic Studies, 1886—1900

3.1. William Rainey Harper and the Second Hebrew Awakening
3.2. Boom and Bust

3.3. The Making of a Semitist

3.4. Yale Graduate Student Life in the 1890s

ix
xiii
Xix

xxi

10
21
25
27
28
30

37

37
40
44
49
52
59
61
62
72
75
76
78
84

91

91
101
104
108



VI

FroM NEw HAVEN TO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

3.5. Yale and the Bible: Sanders and Kent

3.6. Charles C. Torrey: A Yankee in Germany

3.7. The Bible and Islam: Torrey at Andover

3.8. Founding the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem

Chapter 4. Lands of the Bible, 1900-1914

4.1. A Semitiker in New Haven: Yale through the Eyes of an Arabist
4.2. Trials of an Editor

4.3. The Jerusalem School

4.4. Torrey and His Contemporaries: The “Hilprecht Muddle”

4.5. Research and Publication

4.6. Private Life and Compensation

4.7. Torrey and Judaism

4.8. Morgan ex machina

4.9. Albert T. Clay and His Babylonian Collection

4.10. Clay the Antiquities Dealer

4.11. Clay and the Amorites

4.12. Joining the Clubs

4.13. Engaging with Undergraduates: From the Bible to Religion
4.14. The Research Library, 1900-1945

4.15. “The Best Man to Be Found”: Semitics and the Graduate School

Chapter 5. Palestine, Egypt, and Mesopotamia, 1914-1932

5.1. Department Activities in War and Peace and the Remaking of
Yale

5.2. The Way We Were, 1921

5.3. Clay in Palestine

5.4. The Palestine Oriental Society

5.5. Clay in Iraq

5.6. “Stop Pogroms by Restoring Palestine”: Debate over Zionism

5.7. A Yale Expedition to the Middle East and the Baghdad School

5.8. A Yale Oriental Museum

5.9. The Raisin Cake Bible Affair

5.10. Death Comes for Colleagues

5.11. “Whatever You Think Best”: Miss Grice and Her Babylonian
Collection

5.12. “Queer Fish”: Rebuilding Assyriology

5.13. Space Race: Babylon in Sterling Library

5.14. The Yale Expedition Redivivus: Uruk and Larsa

5.15. New Yale Expeditions: Dura-Europos, Jerash, Arabia

5.16. Tempest-Tost Scholars in an American Citadel: Nemoy and
Obermann

5.17. The Depression Years

5.18. Egyptology Comes to Yale: Ludlow Bull

5.19. End of an Era: Torrey at Seventy

109
115
129
133

157

157
164
166
168
171
172
178
180
182
198
201
207
209
212
216

227

227
242
244
267
269
275
279
290
293
294

296
305
317
323
327

333
346
351
359



CONTENTS

Chapter 6. War and Peace, 1932-1968

6.1. Albrecht Goetze and the Thousand-Year Reich

6.2. Two Places in the Lifeboat

6.3. Arabic and Semitics: Succeeding Torrey

6.4. The Laffan Professorship

6.5. Goetze as Professor

6.6. The Orientalist Diaspora: The View from New Haven

6.7. Ferris Stephens and His Babylonian Collection

6.8. Oriental Studies and the National Emergency

6.9. A Department of Near Eastern Language and Literatures

6.10. A New Concept: Near Eastern Studies

6.11. Mr. Rockefeller Robs the Nest Again

6.12. Blessed are the Peacemakers: Millar Burrows

6.13. Aftermath and Spoils of War

6.14. Offspring of War: An American Periodical for Cuneiform Studies

6.15. Yale in Mesopotamia at Last: The Nippur Expedition

6.16. Arabic at Yale: The Middle Years

6.17. Near Eastern Languages and Literatures, 1950-1968: Appointment

Strategy

6.18. Near Eastern Languages and Literatures, 1950-1968: Office Staff
and Maureen Draicchio

6.19. Near Eastern Languages and Literatures Graduate Student Life
in the 1960s

6.20. Thou Shalt Not Covet: The Peabody Museum and the Babylonian
Collection

Chapter 7. A Golden Age of Expertise, 1968—1988

7.1. Marvin Pope: The Bible and Ugarit

7.2. Franz Rosenthal: Arameans, Arabs, Greeks, and Islam

7.3. William Kelly Simpson: Yale in Egypt

7.4. Bentley Layton: Yale and the Copts

7.5. Jacob J. Finkelstein: Reading Well the Stela

7.6. William W. Hallo: Half of History

7.7. Harry Hoffner: Yale and the Hittites

7.8. Harald Ingholt, Ann Perkins, Beatrice Goff, and Richard Ellis:
Archaeology of the Near East

7.9. William W. Hallo, Ulla Kasten, and Their Babylonian Collection

7.10. Engaging with Undergraduates

7.11. The Language of Israel

7.12. Judaic Studies Come to Yale

7.13. The Way We Were, 1983

Chapter 8. Tradition and Innovation, 1988-2012

8.1. Challenges of Transition
8.2. Courtesy and Independence

VII

367

367
375
376
381
395
398
405
424
439
454
466
471
474
477
486
490

493

498

505

513

521

521
524
538
550
554
559
568

570
575
583
590
604
608

611

611
615



VIII

FroM NEw HAVEN TO NINEVEH AND BEYOND

8.3. A Center for Arabic and Islamic Studies

8.4. Yale in the Middle East: Two Episodes

8.5. Philosophers and Physicians: Dimitri Gutas

8.6. A Tale of Three Fiefdoms

8.7. The Department and the Modern Near East, 1994-2014
8.8. Arabs and Arabic Language in a University Setting

8.9. Politics of Islam: September 11, 2001

8.10. Yale Looks to the Contemporary Middle East, 1960-2015
8.11. The Destruction of Iraq and Issues of Cultural Heritage
8.12. Yale in Syria

8.13. Desert Roads in Egypt

8.14. Persian and Turkish

8.15. New Directions for the Babylonian Collection

8.16. New Directions for Assyriology

8.17. Remaking Graduate Education, 1962-2010

Chapter 9. An Age of Management

9.1. Provosts and the Near East, 1960-2012

9.2. The Advent of Technology

9.3. Principles of Management

9.4. Living with the Library, 1945-2015

9.5. Should Yale Have a Near Eastern Department?
9.6. The Conquest of Babylon

Chapter 10. Conclusion: Yale and the longue durée of Near Eastern

Learning

Appendix 1. Graduate Lives and Careers, 1888—2009

Appendix 2. University and Department Officers

Sources and Credits

Subject Index

Plates

622
623
626
632
636
662
667
670
678
683
689
696
697
725
728

775

775
841
865
872
879
892

903
933
993
995
999
1021



Acknowledgments

This is the book that I often wished one of my predecessors had written, but fell
to my task as the longest-serving proponent of the languages of the Near East at
Yale still extant. It had its beginnings in memoranda I prepared in my years of uni-
versity service to explain to committees and administrators the several disciplines
we then represented, in the preparation of which I soon came to appreciate both
the exceptional and the typical in Yale’s engagement with this fascinating region.
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States (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997), 14: “Writing intellectual history
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settings”
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Preface

This book is about Yale’s engagement over the course of three centuries with the
languages and civilizations of the Near East. Focusing on Yale allows us to under-
stand more fully not only how and why this particular institution approached these
subjects, but also how and why American Orientalism developed in the same time
span, often under the impetus and aegis of Yale scholars. As we shall see, Yale’s
faculty starred such figures as Ezra Stiles, Josiah Gibbs, Edward Salisbury, William
Rainey Harper, Charles C. Torrey, Albert T. Clay, Albrecht Goetze, Millar Burrows,
Franz Rosenthal, and William Kelly Simpson, whose careers and writings mark
milestones in the evolution of American Orientalist scholarship, and whose lived
experience as members of the Yale community tells a significant story of its own.

Although their biographies would make a useful chronological framework for
this inquiry, two other perspectives have equal claims on our consideration. First
are the historical specifics of the languages until recently combined in Eurocen-
tric thinking under the rubric Oriental Studies. In the case of Yale, these included
Hebrew and other biblical languages; Arabic, Persian and Turkish; the languages
of ancient Mesopotamia, now subsumed under Assyriology; and the languages of
ancient Egypt, now subsumed under Egyptology. On the one hand, such differ-
ent areas of endeavor justify a discipline-centered approach to their past, on the
grounds that practitioners of small academic fields may have more in common
with their fellows than with their colleagues in other fields with whom they have
been associated for organizational purposes. I would argue, however, that their
common values and shared interests in the Near East amply justify treating them
as a community.

Second are the constraints that institutional contexts and priorities placed on
Near Eastern learning. At Yale, and elsewhere, these disparate linguistic fields were
grouped into single faculties, then formalized into university academic depart-
ments. Accordingly, this study examines major shifts at Yale from the eighteenth
to the early twenty-first centuries, taking up deployment of financial resources,
student constituencies, research opportunities, collection and library building, ex-
peditions, and related topics. The intangibles of intrainstitutional social capital and
prestige also play an important role.

We begin with the earnest efforts of a small band of seventeenth- and eigh-
teenth-century scholars to cultivate in the New World a reading knowledge of
Biblical Hebrew and to maintain it as a subject of study at Yale and the other col-
leges of early America. The migration of Hebrew from colleges to divinity schools
during the nineteenth century, and its subsequent redefinition as a historical and
philological academic discipline in graduate schools, took place against the back-
drop of American religious revivalism and the desire, particularly in New England,
to uphold a vigorous, scripturally and historically based Protestant faith as a defin-
ing element of an educated American elite.

xiii
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It was at Yale in 1841 that the first American professional Orientalist was ap-
pointed, with other American graduate schools eventually following suit. Thereaf-
ter, Near Eastern learning at Yale inspired endeavors in several leading American
universities to create programs in biblical and Semitic studies, Assyriology, Egyp-
tology, and Arabic. Yale became a leader in the American urge to collect: Arabic
manuscripts, cuneiform tablets, coins, ancient Egyptian grave goods, and other
spoils of the East. Yale was also a leader in building a first-rate Orientalist research
library and in founding and sustaining America’s first learned society devoted to
Oriental studies and its first Orientalist periodical. Faculty in Yale’s Department
of Semitic Languages and Literatures, inaugurated in 1886, established the first
American research institutes in Palestine and Iraq and laid plans for archaeological
expeditions to Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and Arabia.

During the 1930s, though, when the Ford Foundation in particular was promot-
ing the teaching of modern foreign languages that were not hitherto part of Ameri-
can university curricula, Yale developed language programs for sundry regions,
but not the Middle East. We explore the reasons for this and the consequences.
In the Cold War era, when strategic concerns and financial incentives stimulated
area studies nationwide, as well as the concepts of critical languages and centers of
strategic and political expertise and excellence, we will see that during this burst
of American interest in the modern Near East, Yale stood aside and let others take
the initiative.

Despite repeated and concerted efforts by Near East faculty, the Yale adminis-
tration steadfastly refused their requests for additional positions in favor of profes-
sorships in other departments, which approached the modern Middle East from
strategic, religious, economic, and socio-political standpoints, rather than lan-
guage, literature, science, material culture, art, and civilization, which the Near
East faculty considered necessary points of departure for any authentic under-
standing of the region.

The department’s belief in the primacy of linguistic competence was strength-
ened by the advent of Orientalists fleeing Nazism. In the 1930s, its ranks had been
decimated by retirement and unexpected deaths. Yale’s appointment of three schol-
ars with rigorous European training in Assyriology, Arabic, and Semitics offers a
brilliant perspective on a turning point in the history of Near Eastern learning in
America.

The richesse et misére of the Near East as the birthplace of Judaism, Christian-
ity, and Islam bequeathed a legacy of contested space that remained unresolved
and often tense for much of Yale’s history. Where should Christian Scripture fit in
the curriculum? By 1920, the uneasy solution was to center Christian doctrine in
the Divinity School; the English Bible as history and literature in the College; the
languages of the Bible in the Near Eastern (Semitic) Department in the Graduate
School; and religion as a phenomenon in a new Department of Religion. Since
Jewish learning emphasized language and texts, it entered Yale as an adjunct of
the Near Eastern graduate program, gaining momentum with the appointment of
Jewish faculty. After Religion became Religious Studies, some of its faculty saw the
Near East Department as subsidiary to their own.
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From 1891 to 1976, Near Eastern languages at Yale were first and foremost a
graduate subject, so this story charts the development of what Wilbur Cross called
“the invisible Graduate School,” including the successes, failures, and subsequent
careers of its student constituency, as well as the evolution of institutional attitudes
and assumptions about the department’s programs and how they affected its mis-
sion. In due season, graduate students became more outspoken about their expec-
tations from graduate study and their professors; this too finds a place in our story.

For much of its history since 1950, the educational strategies of the Department
of Near Eastern Languages became increasingly out of step with the Graduate
School’s frequently changing policies and visions of what graduate education was
supposed to be. The reality was that nearly all Near East students required a longer
apprenticeship than in other humanistic disciplines because very few had acquired
the linguistic competence necessary for professional graduate study. The Near East
Department remains the only one at Yale to require three full years of coursework
prior to the comprehensive exam and dissertation stage.

This affected every aspect of student life: progress toward the degree; the tim-
ing of the comprehensive examination; withdrawal from the program; the begin-
ning of independent work; how teaching requirements could be met; possibilities
for study abroad; and eligibility for final-dissertation-year fellowships. The depart-
ment faculty vigorously resisted, time and again, administrative calls to reduce the
amount of coursework and to oblige department students to meet newly devised
requirements on the same schedule as other graduate students.

With the provision of full support for all graduate students after 2000, the
department faculty became concerned that they were developing unrealistic ex-
pectations of academic life, owing to their receiving such generous funding. The
department was concerned as well that the concomitant reduction in admissions
was sapping the vitality of its graduate programs, since there was little overlap
of student cohorts in the coursework of its subfields, with entering classes of at
most one each. Financial anxieties of previous student generations were replaced
by worries over the lack of codified statements on procedure. In the department
faculty’s contrasting view, the very flexibility of its program was one of its distin-
guishing strengths. They also felt that self-motivation and independent discovery
were critical factors in the formation of a future Orientalist, as borne out by the
department’s very high production of successful scholars over its long history.

With the establishment of the undergraduate major in 1976, the department
faced a precipitous rise in undergraduate interest, especially in Arabic and He-
brew. Denied expansion, its small faculty found themselves expected to meet si-
multaneously the needs of a long-established, first-rate graduate program and a
burgeoning undergraduate one. This essentially unworkable situation unfolded in
the context of much debate over the place of foreign languages, ancient and mod-
ern, in the College curriculum. Yale’s solution was to rely on a growing underclass
of nonladder or “instructional” faculty to sustain the undergraduate programs in
languages. As we shall see, this led to its own set of issues for the languages of the
modern Middle East. Yale also created a Center for Language Study, which sought
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to set uniform pedagogical standards at the College level and to regularize and
oversee the appointment process for language-teaching faculty.

Visibility on the Yale and community stage posed a challenge for a primarily
philological department. Early on, Albert T. Clay agitated for a museum for dis-
playing treasures from the Babylonian Collection and related materials, but he was
turned down. Ferris Stephens mounted some exhibits of Babylonian Collection
artifacts in the library and he and his successor, William W. Hallo, were assidu-
ous in publicizing its activities through Yale news bulletins and articles in Yale
publications. Beginning in 2002, annual thematic exhibits in the library’s public
ground floor progressively raised the profile of one of Yale’s most extraordinary
collections.

From the 1970s on, several Department faculty organized large-scale inter-
national conferences at Yale, including Assyriological, Aegeanist, and American
Oriental Society meetings, as well as smaller symposia in Arabic-Islamic studies
and Egyptology. The crises and destruction of September 11 and the American-led
invasion of Iraq inspired an unprecedented series of public teach-ins and inter-
disciplinary panels that were in effect the first time the Near East Department
as a whole engaged with current events in the region. Individual faculty, such as
Clay and Millar Burrows, were outspoken on such issues as Jewish settlement in
Palestine in the 1920s and the treatment of Palestinians after 1948. Despite all this
public outreach and cooperative ventures across the university, the department
was frequently reproached by administrators for its alleged isolation in the Yale
community.

The transformation of archaeology into a scientific discipline finds reflection
in the department’s field initiatives, beginning with Charles C. Torrey’s work at
Sidon in 1900. In the early twentieth century, multiple proposals were ambitious
and well-intentioned, but showed scant grasp of even the logistics and methodol-
ogy of the day. This situation a faculty appointment in archaeology might have
rectified. The 1930s saw excavation at Gerasa and Dura Europos, primarily by Clas-
sics faculty; the 1942 appointment of a Near Eastern archaeologist, Harald Ingholt,
did not change the classical emphasis. Exemplary work in Egypt and Nubia began
in the Aswan High Dam salvage era under William Kelly Simpson, with other
projects at Abydos and Giza, and continues to the present under John Darnell at
prehistoric, pharaonic, and Christian sites. Yale returned to Syria with the Tell
Leilan project, directed by Harvey Weiss, likewise a model of multidisciplinary
archaeological research.

The growth of Yale’s administration and management and how this affected
Near Eastern learning runs like a sometimes discordant leit motif through this
book. The initial moves in the 1920s to deprive the professoriate of any significant
role in institutional governance or apportionment of resources, followed by the de-
velopment of the postwar federal grant university, built Yale, by the end of our sto-
ry, into one of the largest and most expensive managerial hierarchies per student
of any American university. While the Near East Department often felt itself a sin-
gular victim of the near ritualized administrative laments over shortages of funds
and the necessity for reductions in faculty and academic programs, university-
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wide protests over the restructuring of 1991 led to the abrupt serial resignations
of the Yale president, provost, and dean of the college. As we shall see, however,
what befell the department in 2013-2015 was a perfect storm of particular events.

For this writer, whose lived experience as a graduate student, junior then senior
faculty member, and Babylonian Collection curator, spans over half a century of
this narrative, the most important parts about Near Eastern learning at Yale are
left unsaid. These are the individual personal satisfactions of research, teaching,
friendship, collegiality, and common endeavor that Yale academic life at its best has
afforded. They remain among the private joys of the initiate.
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