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Preface

Lanny Bell was my first professor of hieroglyphs at the University of Pennsylvania, in the early 1970s. I 
will never forget his kindness and patience with all of us, his beginning graduate students, as we struggled 
our way through Gardiner’s Grammar. I can still hear his voice ringing in my ears: “Do not emend the 
text!” When I took my first trip to Egypt in 1979, he and Martha were so welcoming at Chicago House, 
putting up a grateful group of us from David O’Connor’s Abydos expedition and giving us a chance to 
recharge and explore Luxor. I feel very lucky to have known him as a teacher and a friend. This volume 
was originally intended to be a Festchrift for Lanny; sadly he passed away before it could be completed. 
But Lanny knew about the planned volume, which gives us some comfort, and I hope that he would have 
been pleased with the results.

Sue D’Auria

I am so grateful to Lanny Bell for so many things.  As a graduate student at the Oriental Institute of Chica-
go, I had a small grant to conduct a survey of the site of Deir el-Ballas, north of Luxor, for my dissertation.  
Lanny and Martha took me under their wing at Chicago House, as they did so many other Egyptologists 
around the world, providing endless helpful advice and kind support. I lived on peanut butter and marma-
lade homemade by Martha, and Lanny lent me survey equipment and made all the necessary introductions 
to the authorities of the Antiquities Service.  He would later serve as the chair of my dissertation com-
mittee, providing expert editorial advice and orchestrating my defense to make it as painless as possible.  
Throughout his later years, it was always a joy to see him and share a chuckle and fond memories of past 
times.  He made the Egyptological world a better place for so many, and he will be so deeply missed by all 
those who had the good fortune to know him. 

Peter Lacovara
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That Smile…That Laugh

I am honored to be a part of this volume of tributes to Dr. Lanny Bell. In 1982 Lanny hired me to work as 
the photographer for the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor. The season is six months long. He would have to sit 
at the dinner table with me for six months! We’d never met. But he hired me anyway. What a risk he took! 
And how grateful I am that he did so.  

Lanny cared deeply about people. He was curious and respectful. It was a joy to talk with him about 
anything at all. He made you feel as though you were the only person in the room and that everything 
you said was absolutely fascinating. 

For reasons that shall remain a mystery, Lanny almost always called me by my last name. “Hey Lezon, 
those 2000 talatat need to be shot at a scale of 1:5 and printed by tomorrow. You ok with that?” And then 
that smile, followed by that laugh! 

Lanny’s achievements as an Egyptologist will be discussed by other contributors to this volume. What 
I have to share are photographs that were taken during his years as the Director of Chicago House when 
I had the pleasure of working with him. I am delighted to share with you a few images of his smile. I’ll al-
ways be able to hear the laughter that followed. To be able to call him my friend was an extraordinary gift.

Sue Lezon
June 2020
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Figure 1. Lanny and Martha Bell at the International Congress of Egyptologists 
in Munich, Germany in 1985. Photographer unknown.
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Figure 2. Lanny with Chicago House butler Shafei.  
Photograph by Sue Lezon.

Figure 3. Lanny with Carlotta Maher at the University of 
Chicago, 1987. Photograph by Brad Burgess.
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Figure 4. Lanny and Ray Johnson discuss an Epigraphic Survey  
drawing at Chicago House, Luxor. Photograph by Sue Lezon.

Figure 5. Lanny and Helen Jacquet at Chicago House,  
Luxor. Photograph by Sue Lezon.
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Figure 6. Lanny with Chicago House workman Abu-el-Mag. Every year, the staff of the Epigraphic Survey was invited to 
Abu-el-Mag’s family compound in a village near Luxor to cut a branch of a tamarisk tree that would become the Chicago 

House Christmas tree. Photograph by Sue Lezon.

Figure 7. Lanny on the bank of the Nile in front of Chicago House. Photograph by Sue Lezon.
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Figure 8. Labib Habachi and Lanny in Qurna, 1982. Photograph by Sue Lezon.

Figure 9. Dr. Henri Riad, “Santa Bell” and Attiya Habachi on Christmas Day. 
Chicago House, mid-1980s. Photograph by Sue Lezon.
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Lanny David Bell

Lanny David Bell was born on April 30, 1941, in Fort Dodge, Iowa, to Gerald Eugene and Marjorie Ann 
(Carlson) Bell. He was the eldest of two children, having a younger brother, Brian K. Bell, who passed 
away in 2009. As a student in public high school he became captivated by a class in Latin, and that sparked 
a life-long interest in ancient languages. Egyptian hieroglyphs particularly fascinated him, and after grad-
uating from high school in 1959 he enrolled in the University of Chicago to study under John A. Wilson. 
He continued his graduate education at the University of Pennsylvania, studying under visiting professor 
Jaroslav Černý and David O’Connor. While working in the University Museum he met fellow student 
Martha Rhoads, who he married on September 22, 1968. Martha had received a Bachelor of Arts in An-
cient History at Barnard College in New York City in 1963 and would receive a PhD in the Department of 
Classical Archaeology at the University of Pennsylvania in 1991. 

While at Penn, Lanny taught and worked on the University Expedition to Abydos, and also instituted 
a field project to return to the site of Dra Abu el-Naga, which had been first excavated by Clarence Fisher 
in 1921–23. He excavated and conserved a number of tombs of Ramesside officials, including those of 
Nebwenenef (TT157) and Bekenkhons (TT35) from 1967 to 1977.

Lanny’s dissertation for the University of Pennsylvania was entitled “Interpreters and Egyptianized 
Nubians in Ancient Egyptian Foreign Policy: Aspects of the History of Egypt and Nubia” and was su-
pervised by David O’Connor, James Muhly, and George Hughes. Hughes recommended Lanny for the 
position of director of the Epigraphic Survey of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, which 
is headquartered at “Chicago House” in Luxor. During his tenure in Luxor from 1977 to 1984, Lanny and 
Martha raised the profile of the facility, welcoming and supporting scholars visiting and working in Luxor.  
Martha supervised the running of the house and the library along with the assistance of May Trad of 
the American Research Center in Egypt’s Cairo Office. He also hosted Labib Habachi as resident scholar. 
Lanny actively fundraised to establish endowments for the Epigraphic Survey and supervised the begin-
ning stages of two major publications on the reliefs and inscriptions of Luxor Temple. He also authored 
a number of important books and articles, including studies on Theban temples, the cult of the deified 
Tutankhamun, divine kingship, the royal ka, and epigraphy.

In 1989 Lanny returned to Chicago as associate professor of Egyptology, teaching courses in ancient 
Egyptian literature, the literature and politics of the Middle Kingdom, wisdom literature, Old Egyptian, 
Late Egyptian, and Coptic. He also supervised a number of PhD dissertations and was a popular member 
of the faculty. Martha was tragically killed in a car accident in 1991, soon after finishing her dissertation 
on Bronze Age Aegean pottery found in Egypt. Lanny married Jill Louise Baker in 1994, that union ending 
in divorce in 2006.

Lanny took early retirement from Chicago in 1996 and as an independent scholar moved to Old Say-
brook, Connecticut, and was appointed a lecturer in Egyptology at Brown University, also teaching at the 
Rhode Island School of Design and Columbia University. He was sought after as a speaker, particularly by 
the Archaeological Institute of America and as a tour leader bringing numerous groups to Egypt. His vast 
knowledge as well as his kindness and sense of humor charmed his colleagues and students as well as the 
general public. He received a number of awards during his long career, including a National Merit Schol-
arship (1959–1963) and a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship (1963–1964), and he was elected as a corresponding 
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member of the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin (1988). Lanny passed away on August 26, 2019, 
after a long struggle with Alzheimer’s Disease. This memorial volume had originally been planned as a 
Festschrift in Lanny’s honor, the knowledge of which gave him great pleasure in his final months. As 
generous and warm-hearted a scholar that ever was, Lanny will be much missed throughout the entire 
Egyptological world.

Peter Lacovara
Luxor
December 31, 2019
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Lanny’s Library

Bob Brier

Lanny and I became friends in the early 1970s, when he was Director of Chicago House. He and Martha 
used to kindly give me a room when I was working on projects in the Luxor area. Those were the days 
when Labib Habachi was holding court at Chicago House, using their fabulous library to research one of 
his books.

When Lanny left Chicago House, we kept in touch by meeting in Egypt, often when he was guiding an 
Oriental Institute group. When Lanny died, Peter Lacovara told me that Lanny’s heirs were not sure what 
to do with Lanny’s books, so I sent word that I’d be happy to help in any way I could. Somehow, our wires 
got crossed and I never heard back. Then Peter sent me the ad below:
Dates and Times:
Saturday, October 26, 2019 
9:00 am–3:00 pm
Sunday, October 27, 2019 
9:00 am–12:00 pm
Address:
26 Ragged Rock Rd, Old Saybrook, CT 06475
Description:
Just Books Estate Sale! Old Saybrook #26 Ragged Rock Road Saturday, October 26 9:00 am—3:00 pm and 
Sunday, October 27 9:00 am—noon Wonders of Ancient Egypt Approximately 10,000 scholarly titles on 
Egyptology including Excavation Reports and Related Subjects amassed and residing in the Library of the 
late Egyptologist Dr. Lanny Bell, scholar, professor and lecturer. Priced to Sell. Managed by Norman Le-
gassie of Stepping Stones Antiques LLC323 Boston Post Road, Old Saybrook, CT 06475 and Curt Wendler 
of Curt Wendler Rare Books 315 Boston Post Road, Old Saybrook, CT 06475 phone (203) 530-7508.

So, Lanny’s library was going to be sold in a garage sale! I called Norm, the fellow in charge, to find out 
what was happening. He was both intelligent and straightforward. I explained that I bought loads of books 
for my students and asked him how much money he thought I should bring. He said, “Not that much, most 
of the books are $3.00.” He said there were some “specials” in a side room that were higher priced, but that 
was it. He suggested that I get there about a half hour early because people who frequent garage sales 
often arrive early to get in first! I drafted Dillon, one of my kids who had an SUV, to go with me so we 
could pack it with books.

We arrived a half hour early, and there were about twelve people on line ahead of us. As we waited, we 
talked with those on line. They were mostly local book dealers, who really didn’t know anything about 
Egyptology books. No Archaeologia types, so when the doors opened, there was no great land rush, ev-
eryone ambled inside. I went to the “Specials” and it was just me, Dillon, and a book dealer who was look-
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ing but clearly had no idea of what he was looking at. There was really nothing wonderful, or very rare: 
O.I. Medinet Habu Epigraphic Surveys, the Desroches-Noblecourt 2-vol. set on Abu Simbel, and things like 
that. They were very reasonably priced and I quickly piled up $2,000 worth of books. After this, which took 
ten minutes, I went to look at the $3.00 books. They were clearly where Lanny had always kept them, in 
the basement on bookshelves, and in the top floor on bookshelves. It was a very eclectic “library,” not what 
I had expected at all. It was almost as if Lanny went to every book sale in his area and bought every Egypt 
book he could find. So, here were four copies of Nancy Jenkins’ The Boat Beneath the Pyramid; five copies 
of Jonathan Cott’s Om Seti; six copies of Nick Reeves’ The Complete Tutankhamun; twenty copies of Cyril 
Aldred’s various books. It wasn’t a real working library like many of us have. Where were the runs of the 
JEA, the EEF excavation reports, EEF Surveys, BSA reports, copies of early travel accounts? I think it was 
because Lanny always had use of either the Chicago House library or the one at the Oriental Institute. In 
some ways it was disappointing, but I still bought 300+ books for my students.

As I was going through the house, I saw file cabinets with Lanny’s papers, epigraphic tracings, etc. I 
asked, “What was going to happen with them?” and Norm told me it wasn’t decided. They really didn’t 
know. I was afraid they might get thrown out and I told Norm I would find them a good home and ex-
plained why they were important. He said he would ask Lanny’s heirs who were inheriting the house 
and its contents and who were in charge. This was on Saturday. The sale was continuing on Sunday so I 
talked Dillon into driving up with his SUV again, to pick up some more books and see if we could rescue 
Lanny’s papers.

On Saturday I met one of Lanny’s heirs, who was not an academic, but very nice, and wanted to do the 
right thing. I explained where I thought Lanny’s papers could go. “How about Harvard?” Yes, that would 
be OK. I didn’t know if Peter Der Manuelian would want them for Harvard, but I had to save them. So, Dil-
lon and I loaded the car with Lanny’s papers, and another two hundred books, which were now reduced 
to $1.50. At the end of the day I asked Norm what was going to happen to the remaining three thousand 
or so books. He said they had to be cleared out somehow and intimated they might go to the dumpster! 
I asked if it would be OK if I arranged for the Harvard Egyptology students to drive down and take the 
books to divide among them. I knew Peter [Der Manuelian] had about ten grad students and my idea was 
that they could all get the beginnings of their private libraries free. It wasn’t easy working out the de-
tails as I was leaving for Cairo that week, but the students rented a U-Haul and brought all the books back 
to Harvard, where a room with shelves was chosen so they could put out the books, to see what they had. 
Then something resembling the NFL draft began, with students taking turns selecting books. So, in the end 
Lanny’s papers wound up at Harvard, and Lanny’s “library” went to deserving grad students.

When I returned from Egypt I was scheduled to give a lecture at Harvard on the Khufu I Boat and af-
ter my talk I went out to dinner with Peter Der Manuelian and his grad students. After answering their 
questions about the boat, we talked about Lanny’s library and all the books they had selected. One of the 
students, Julia Puglisi, told me that soon after they picked up Lanny’s books, she was working in Cairo and 
designed and had a rubber stamp made so each book could be stamped as coming from Lanny’s library.

“To say the name of the dead is to make him live again....”




