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PREFACE

on the occasion is his 65th birthday on August 22, 2013. The essays

were contributed by his colleagues, students, and friends, and their
breadth—traversing Anatolia, Syria, Mesopotamia, and beyond—are a
measure of the range of his influence as a scholar, teacher, and editor, and
in recognition of his deep learning, broad intellectual interests, generous
dedication to teaching, and editorial skills.

Gary Beckman obtained his PhD from Yale in 1977. He remained
there, teaching and acting as assistant curator of the Yale Babylonian
Collection until 1992, when he moved to the University of Michigan.
He is currently Professor of Hittite and Mesopotamian Studies in the
Department of Near Eastern Studies at Michigan, having served as
department chair for six years. In 2004-2005 he held the position of
President of the American Oriental Society, and since 1999 has been
associate editor for the ancient Near East of the Society’s journal. Professor
Beckman has published widely on Hittite religion and on Hittite social
organization and diplomacy. Beyond his work as a Hittitologist, he has
compiled two catalogues of the Old Babylonian cuneiform tablets held by
the Babylonian Collection of Yale University, and studied extensively the
the tablets of the Epic of Gilgamesh recovered from the site of the Hittite
capital Hattusa, among other important contributions. His interest in the
reception and adaptation of Syro-Mesopotamian culture by the Hittites in
particular inspired this collection in his honor.

The photograph of Gary on the back cover was taken by Billie Jean
Collins upon their first meeting at the Yale Babylonian Collection in 1982.
The frontispiece was provided by Marjorie Fisher.

This collection of essays honors the life and work of Gary Beckman,
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