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Aba ‘Amir al-Fadl ibn Isma‘il al-Jurjani (fl. mid-11th c. CE), describing his cat (khafif meter):
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[ HAVE A CAT whose foot-pads I dye with henna
before I put henna on my own newborns.
Then I tie cowrie shells to her collar
to repel the harm of evil eyes.
Each day, before I feed my family, I see that she gets
our choicest meats and purest waters.
The playful thing! When she sees
my face contorted in a frown,
sometimes she sings, sometimes she dances,
sparing no exertion for my diversion’s sake.
I care nothing for the fire’s warmth when she lies with me
in the chill of winter’s longest nights.
When I give her scratches, she gives me licks
with a tongue toothed like the surface of a file.
If I avoid her, she fawns on me,
wheedling with her little high-pitched moans.
If I give her trouble she will show me her claws,
a sight that gives the eyes no pleasure.
When she plays with a mouse, she is at her saltiest
for she puts him through humiliating punishment.
When he faints from terror, she busies herself
in batting him awake with a left and a right.
She teases him with feigned inattention, then
swoops like a falcon when he tries to creep away.
Just when he dares hope for peace from her,
those hopes are dashed with a serpent’s violence.
In this way do the decrees of fate ruin a man
and finish him with a cut to the aorta,
just when, amid the lively gathering,
he takes the cup of destiny from a server.

Translated by David Larsen
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Editors’ Preface

In 2017, we presented a Festschrift volume to our Doktorvater, Everett Rowson. Arabic
Humanities, Islamic Thought, handsomely produced by Brill, included twenty-five contri-
butions by colleagues and current and former students. As we ourselves were unable
to contribute at the time, we resolved to produce a modest follow-up volume. Like its
predecessor, this volume features colleagues and former students, ranges widely in rec-
ognition of Everett’s broad interests and scholarship, and includes a bibliography of that
scholarship. We have organized the ten articles into three heuristic rubrics—early nar-
ratives, medieval authors, and modern Egypt—and, in a slight departure from conven-
tion, included among them one of Everett’s own articles, a much-cited 1996 piece on
al-Tawhidi and his predecessors.

We are grateful to the Institut fiir Geschichte der Arabisch-Islamischen Wissen-
schaften in Frankfurt for permission to reprint the Tawhidi piece; to Daniel Kaylor for
preparing it for this volume; to Rebekah Zwanzig for preparing the index; and to the fol-
lowing for their input: Sean Anthony, Kristen Brustad, Elizabeth Holt, Matthew Keegan,
James Montgomery, and Dwight Reynolds. Our thanks go also to our dear friends on the
RAIS team: designer Susanne Wilhelm, publisher Billie Jean Collins, and marketer and
distributor Ian Stevens.

Joseph E. Lowry
Shawkat M. Toorawa
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ABBREVIATIONS

AD Gregorian (Christian) year

AH Hijrah (Muslim) year

C. century

ca. circa, about, approximately

cf. confer, compare

ch., chs. chapter, chapters

d. died

DEA E. Badawi and M. Hinds, A Dictionary of Egyptian Arabic
(Beirut, 1986)

ed. editor, edition, edited by

Ell Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1st edition

EI2 Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edition

EI3 Encyclopaedia of Islam, Three, 3rd edition

EQ Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an, 1st edition

esp. especially

ff. and following

fl. floruit, flourished

fol. folio, folios

GAL C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur
(Leiden, 1949)

GAS F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen schrifttums
(Leiden, 1982)

lit. literally

KA Kitab al-Aghani (1992)

MS manuscript

n., nn. note, notes

n.d. no date

n.p. no place

Q Qur’an

r. ruled

rev. revised

sC. scilicet, to wit

trans. translated by

V., VV. verse, verses

vol., vols. volume(s)
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